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le not alſo of the 
Yes, of the Gemtiles alſo. Rom. ill. 29. 
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II. === = E RE were Extant a- 
w the Heathen, .| 

. , before the Times of Chri- 
b ſeveral Oracler, 


Events, aſcribed to one ar more Proph, 
729 who were filed Sibyllss. 
I This Propoſition is fo evident in all 
Ae ſs univerſally allowed by all; 

and Will be ſo fully proved by the intire 
- [Series of the following Eſſay, that 1 ſhall 

not need to add here any particular De- 


n ot 
Ag II. Theft 


AN aca 4 


II. 7 heſe Oracles were then of 2 
quite different Sorts, the one intirely ſes 
cret, and concealed from the People: The 
" © © other very publick, and common among th 

7 Heathens, and Jews, aud afterwards a 
mong the Chriſtians alſo. 
This Propoſition is alſo very evident in 

all Antiquity; and will. appear. through 
the whole Courſe of this Diſſertation z and 

ſo need not be prov'd beforehand. Onh) 

it was fit to take Notice of ſo eminent a 

Diſtinction in this Place, for the ſake o 

Perſpicuity; and to prevent that ſtrange 

Confuſion which not a few of the Mo 

dern Criticks have moſt injudiciouſly ru 
f into, for want of a due Obſervation of it. 
ET III. The Writers of the Roman Hiſtory 
Y | both Greeks and Latins, do unanimouſly a 
. Free, that a certain Woman brought ſeve 
ral Books of pretended Oracles, to one of 
the Tarquins, then King of che Romans 
who purchas'd part of them for the uſe: 

of the Roman ot ate. | 
This appears by the Teſtimonies fol 

lowing. _. - 

Apud La- Varro, who was the moſt Learned Au 
Qaot, I. 6. thor either of the Greeks or Latins, i 
his Books that treated of Divine Matters 
which he Dedicated to Caius Ceſar, whe 
was then Pontifex Maximus, when he was 
* of che Ruindecimviri, ſays, That 
| the 
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* 8 # 
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I 
3 

| 

0 
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twol the Sibylline Books did not belong to one 

"fe Sill, but were called in general Sibylline, 

becauſe the Ancients ſtiled all Women- 

Propheteſſes by the Name of Sibylls.—-— 

That the ſeventh or Cuman Sibyll, was 

named Amalthæa; but was called by o- 

thers Demophile, or Hierophile; and that 

ſbe it was who brought the nine Books to 

King Tarquinits Priſcus, and asked 300 

© Philippicks for them; and that the King 

was ſo difſatisfied at the greatneſs of-the 

Price, that he laughed at the Madneſs of 

the Woman. That ſhe thereupon burnt = 

Mo. three of the Books, in the King's Preſence; 

run and yet asked the full Price for the Re- 

it, | mainder: Whereupon the King looked on 

or) her as madder than before. She then 

4 burnt three more; but ſtill asked the 

bel ſame full Price. Whereupon the King Was 

o ſo affected, that he gave her the whole 300 

ans Philippicks for the remaining Books, 

uſey Dis ſaid that in the Reign of Tarqui- Dionyſ 
| 2ius, ¶ ſuperbus] another moſt ſurprizing 9125 1 

fol and happy Accident befel the City of ha 

| Rome, beſtowed on them by the Kindneſs 

Auf either of ſome of the Gods, or of the 

in Demons; which did them great Service, 

er; not only for a, little time, but during the 

had whole continuance of their State; and 

wag preſerv'd them frequently from geeat Ca- 

hail lamities. A certain Foreign Woman came 


the | 4 4 to 
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to the King, with a defire. to fell bim 


nine. Books, which were full of Sibylline 
Oracles. But Tarquinius not being will- 
ing to buy the Books at her Price, ſhe 
upon this went away, and burnt three of 
them After a while ſhe return'd, and 
brought the reſt again, and offered them at 
the ſame full Price. This made the King 


to look upon her as diſtra&ed, and to laugh 


at her for demanding the ſame Price for 


a Part, which ſhe could not obtain for the 


Whole. Whereupon ſhe went away again, 
and burnt the half of the remaining Books; 


and then brought thoſe. that were ſtill 


lefr, and asked as much Mony as before. 
Tarquinius was ſurpriz'd. at the Woman's 
management: And when he had ſent for 
the Augurs, and told them what had hap- 
pened, he asked their Opinion what. he 
ſhould do in this Caſe; and when they 
had made him ſenſible that it appeared by 
certain Signs that he had refus'd a Kind- 


neſs which was offered him by the Gods, 


and that great Calamities would enſue be- 
cauſe he had not purchaſed all the Books : 


They thenenjoined him togive the Woman 


all the Mony ſhe asked, and to take thoſe 


Oracles that were left. The Woman then 
parted with the Books to him; and cau- 


tion'd him to keep them very carefully; 
and then diſappear'd. f : 


the Sibylline Oracle. 
It is agreed among all, that a Sibyllbrought 


hree Books to Tarquinius Superbus ; of 
which T'wo were burnt by her; while the 


Plin. Nat. 
Hiſt, XIII. 


hird was burnt with the Capitol, in the 


Days of Ha. 
Cumæ. There is Sibylls. Chapel: I 
ean hers who was concern'd with the 
Roman Affairs in the 5oth Olymprad, and 


Solin. Po- 
Iybiſt. II. 
10. 


whoſe Book our Pontifices conſulted till 


the Time of Cornelius Lylla: For then it 


as burnt, together with the Capitol; 


he two former Books having been before 
burnt by her, on Account that Tarquinius 
uperbus offer d her a leſſer Price for them 
than ſhe requir'd. Her Sepulchre remains 
ſtill in Siciix. 

The ancient l inform us, as to 
the Sibyllin« Books, that a certain un- 
known old Woman, who was a Foreigner, 
came to King Tarquinius Superbus, with 
nine Books in her Hand; which, as ſhe 
ſaid, were Divine Oracles. She faid alſo, 
that ſhe would ſeH them. Tarquinius en- 


Aul. Gell. 


I. 19 P. 
83 "_ 


quired what Price ſhe expected for them; 


the Woman asked a prodigi 


ious Price. 5 


The. King thereupon derided her; as if 
ſhe were diſtracted, through her great 
Age. She then produc'd a ſmall Fire, and 
burnt three of the Books out of nine; and 
then asked the King whether he would 
give her the ſame full Price for the reſt. 
At 


1 3 GON, SORES 
* - be 
3 4 2 
; 1 
7 


4 2 22 of 
At which Offer Tea uinius laughed Rill 


more heartily; and ſaid that the old Wo- 


man was certainly diſtracted. Whereupon 
the Woman then and there. burnt three 


more of the Books; and ſtill very calmly 


ing about the Matter; and he began to 
think it was not right to 0 ſuch 


Serv. in 
Eneid. VI. 


Ibid. 


Suid. in 
Sibyll. 


Iſidor. O- 
rig. VIII. 8. 


demanded of him whether he would yet 
give her the ſame full Price for thoſe to 
that remained. This made Tarquinius be 
More ſerious, both in ſpeaking and reaſon- 


an uncommon Inſtance of Conftancy and 
| Reſolution, and To gave her her full Price 
for thoſe three. However, ſo far is evi- 
dent, that this Woman after ſhe was gone 
out of Tarquinius's Preſence, was never 
ſeen any more. 

It is certain that in the Reign, of Ter- 
quinius a certain Woman, who called her 
ſelf Malthæa, offered him nine Books; 
wherein, as ſhe ſaid, the Fates and Reme- 
dies of the Romans were contain d. 

— Tis certain that the Sine Books 
were offered to Tarquinius. 

The Tradition is, that the Cuman K. 
byll offered nine Books of her own Oracles 
to Tarquinius Priſcus, King of the Ro- 
mans; and that upon his Rejection of 
them ſhe burnt two of them. 

The ſeventh Siby/lis the Cuman; whoſe 
Name was Amalthæa; who mY — 
ooks 


—@ | 


—_— 
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. Sibylline Orac 's es. 


till Books to Tarquinius Priſcus, wherein the 

Vo- Roman Decrees [or Fates] were written— — 

don whoſe Sepulchre ſtill remains in Sicily. . 
N. B. This Woman, who brought theſe 

Books to Tarquinius, does not appear to 

have been a known Propheteſs or Si 

before; but ſeems to have been rather ſo 

called afterward by the Romans, to gain 

her pretended © Oracles Credit among them. 

| So that this Hiſtory 1mplies little more 

than that ſome true 65/7 or S;byils were 

ſo long ago famous among the Romans; 

and that their real Oracles were then of * 

mighty Reputation with them:'* - 
IV. The ſame Writers de agree that | 

this Copy of the Sibylline Oracles was 

- | /afely laid up and concealed in the Capitol; 

ar-fl and never conſulted but by peculiar Offs 

herſſ cers; and that only upon great Emergen- 

ks ; cies, and Direction of the Government. 

me- And the ſame is true of the ſecond Sibyl- 

line Copy; of which hereafter. 

oks} This is fully proved by the following 

I Teſtimonies. 

K. Let us keep the Sibyll laid out of fight cjcer. de 

cles} and conceal'd; that, according to the Tra- Divinat.l. 

No- ditionary Rule of our Fore-fathers, the 

off very Books may not be read without the 

Order of the Senate. 

oſe] Tarquinius appointed two Citizens of Diony 


une Character for the keeping theſe Books: r 
oks Ping And ubi priùs. 


12 


— mea ante — —ſ 
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A Vindication of . 
And ordered two other publick Perſons, as 
Attendants, to be joined with them ; and 
ſo committed the Cuſtody of the Books to 
them, c. Tarquinius cauſed Marcus 
Attilius, one of the Duumviri, who ap- 


peared to have been unfaithful in the keep- 


ing the Sibylline Oracles, and was diſco- 


vered by one of thoſe publick Attendants, 
for a Parricide, to be ſewed up in an 


Oxes-hide, ant! thrown into the Sea. When 
the Kings were expell'd, the City under- 
took the Care of the Sibylline Books; and 


created very eminent Perſons for their 


Keepers. Theſe, retain that Office du- 


ring their whole Lives; and are thereup- 
on free from all Burdens, both Military 


and Civil. It alſo added other publick 


Aſſiſtants to them; without whoſe Pre- 


Valer. 
Max. I. 13. 


ed, &c. 


given the Book that contain'd the Myſte- 


ſence they themſelves were not permitted 
to inſpect them. In ſhort, the Romans 
keep nothing of a religious or ſacred Na- 
ture ſo carefully as they do the S7by//ine 


Oracles. They make uſe of them upon a 
Decree of the Senate, if it any time hap- 


pens that the Common- wealth be diſturb - 


-/ 


King Tarquinius commanded that M. 


Tullius the Duumvir ſhould be ſewed up 


in a Sack, and thrown into the Sea, becauſe 
he had been ſo far corrupted that he had 


ries 
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the Sibylline Orac les. N 1 3 
ries of thoſe ſacred Rites which concerned 
the Publick, and had been committed to 
his Cuſtody, to be tranſexid'd by Tren, 
us Sabinus. | 


Theſe three Books were laid up in the - = 
Capitol, and called Sibylline Books. And 


to them the Quindecimviri have recourſe 


as to an Oracle, when a publick Addreſs - 
is to be made to the Immortal Gods for 
their Direction 

Becauſe the S:ibylline Verſes were al = Call. 
moſt worn out by Age, Auguſtus com- paz. * 
manded that the 0 ſhould tran- 


ſcribe them with their own Hands, that 


no body elſe might read them. 


The Verſes af all theſe ten Sibylls are Lad, L 
common; excepting thoſe of the Cumæan; 
whoſe Books are concealed by the Romans. 

Nor do they think it lawful that they 
ſhould be e by any, but by the 
Quindecimviri. 

Thoſe Volumes of the c Sibyll, De lia Dei 
wherein the Roman Fates are contain'd ©** 
are ſtrictly conceal'd ; but the Books of the 
reſt are almoſt all of them no way forbidden, 
but may be made uſe of by every one. 

[Seealſothe numerous Inſtances of the ob- 
taining a Decree of the Senate before the Ca- 
pitoline Copy could be conſulted, even by 
the proper Officers, in all the Raman Hiſto- 
rians, to be cited preſently; in their fre- 

quent 


5 4 Vindication of i 5 
quent Accounts of ſuch Matters: Which 
will make this Propoſition. indiſputable.] 
Coroll. (1.) Since the Romans have no 


; where publiſhed any Parts of theſe Capito- 


line Oracles, they were none of them ever 
publickly known in the World by any. 
Nor could they therefore be quoted by 

the Ancients, as all other Books might be. 
And this Obſervation is for the main to 
be extended to the ſecond Capitoline Copy, 
of which hereafter, which was equally 
kept ſecret by the Romans, and that on 
the very ſame Accounts alſo; tho? it ha- 
ving been collected from ſeveral places its 
Contents could not be ſo fully conceal'd. 

Coroll. (2.) The Paſſages that are anci- 
ently cited from known and publick Sil. 
line Oracles, either by Heathens, Jews, or 
Chr. ſtians, could not be cited directly 
from the Capitoline Copies, which they ne- 
ver ſaw; but muſt be taken from ſome other 
 Szbylline Oracles, which were then known 
and publick in the World : Of which 
more hereafter. 

V. This Capitoline Copy did altogether 
belong to the Roman State; and, ſo far as 
appears, contain d only ſuch Predictions, 
Rules, or ſacred Rites as concerned the 
Roman Idolatry and Superſtition : Which 
1 true alſo of the ſecond Capitoline Copy; 

of which hereafter. . 1 
| is 


his 


the Sibylline oral 


This is plain, as to both Copies, from | 
the following Evidence. | | 

Let theſe Books be allowed for the Re- Cicer. de 
jection of old religious Rites, rather than 9 
for the Introduction of new ones. 

We have recourſe to theſe Books, and Var. de re 
that publickly, fill, after ſo many Years, = 
when we are at a loſs to know what we 
ought to do, upon the appearance of any 
Prodigy. 

When Publius Valerius Poplicola and — 
C. Claudius Sabinus enter d on their Con- Aung, x. 
ſulate, the City was in the greateſt Danger 2 
that it had ever been in before: Which yy 
aroſe from Foreigners, who raiſed inteſtine 


Seditions within the very Walls; as the 


 Szbylline Books did forewarn, and the Di- 


vine Tokens, the Year before, had por- 
tended. | 
This Book contain'd the My ſteries of vier Max. 
thoſe ſacred Rites which concern'd the nad ann 
P ublick. 10 

The Woman ſaid to 7. arquinius, that Serv. ubi 
the Fates and Remedies of the Romans privs. 
were contain'd in her Books. 

Amalthæa brought nine Books to Tar- Lidor, ubi 
quinins Priſcus, wherein the Roman prius 
Decrees | or Fates] were written. 

But this Propofition is put paſt doubt 
by the very frequent Accounts we have in 
the ancient Heathen Hiſtorians of the 

Contents 
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Contents of theſe Capitoline Copies, as all 

along declared by the Officers that con- 
ſulted them; which do univerſally con- 

cern the Roman State, and the Pagan I- 
dolatry and Superſtition therein practis d, 
without any Exception: As the inquiſitive . 
Reader will find in the following Places; 
which for brevity I ſhall only refer to up- 
en,, 
Cicer. de Divinat. I. De Verrin. ult. . 
Dionyſ. Halicarn. Antiq. IV. VI. X. Ie. 
Liv. Decad. I. L. 23 3, 4 5» 6, 7, IO, rc 
. I, 3, 65 | Ti 8, I ©, V. L. 2z 3. Ep: 
Valer. Max. I. 8. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. VII. 35. 
p. 56. XI. 35. p. 528. Tacit. Annal. I. p. lc 
176. IV. p. XV. Plut. In Poplic. p. 108. Irc 
In Fab. Max. p. 176. Phlegon. in Longæv. It 
Aurel. Vick. in Claud. XXIV. De Vir. II- I 


luſt. XLVI. Zoſim. II. p. 669. Jul. Capi- Ito 
tol. in Gordian III. C. 26. Trebell. Pol. in lo 
Callien. C. 5. Macrob. Saturnal. I. 17. Iſa 
However we have one Account of this Ito 
Matter fo large and eminent in Vopiſcus, It. 
and in the Emperor Aurelian's Letter to WC 
the Senate, preſerv'd by him, that it high- ++ 
ly deſerves to be ſet down at length; and s 
is, I think, the fulleſt Paſſage relating to te 
the Capitoline Copy of the 3:by/7s that is Id 
now Extant in all Heathen Antiquity. IB 
Take it in the Hiſtorian's own Words. Ide 


In 


the Sibylline Oracle. 


occaſion'd, there aroſe terrible Sedi- 
ions at Rome; and every one was afraid 


'd, That the ſame Miſeries which had before 
we happen d under Gallienus, would happen 
©35 Ingain. Upon which Account the $/6y//ine 
E-Books, which had done ſo much publick 


ood all along, were conſulted; and it 
vas found that Sacrifices ought to be of- 
ered in certain Places, which the barba- 
rous Nations would not then be able to 
paſs over. To conclude, what was en- 
„Joind was perform'd, with all Variety of 
Ceremony: By which Means thoſe barba- 
rous People were ſtopp'd, and Aurelian 
ook them all, as they ſtraggled out in 
Parties, and ſlew them. I think it proper 
o give you here an Account of the Form 
of that Decree of the Senate, whereby that 
ſacred Authority commanded thoſe Books 
to be inſpected. On the third Day before 
the Ides of Fanuary, Fuluius Sabimus, the 
City Pretor, pronounc'd the Reference 
Þ- thus: We refer to you, the Senators, the 
nd ESuggecſtion of the Pontifices, and the Let- 
tO ters of Aurelian our Prince; which or- 
19 der an Inſpe&ion to be made into thoſe 
ty. EBooks of Fate, in which, by Divine Provi- 
Iddence, our Hopes of putting an end to this 
War are contain'd. For you are your 
3 B ſelves 


In the midſt of that Conſternat ion which — 
the Devaſtations of the Marcomanni had 18, ig, 


8 
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ſelves ſenſible that they have ever been 


inſpected, when any conſiderable Commo- | 
tion has been among us; and that the pub- 


lick Misfortunes did not uſe to ceaſe till 
by their Authority the proper Sacrifices 


were offered. Upon which Ulpius S3y1/a- 


nus ſtood up, and ſpake thus; We, Sena- 


tors, are too late in our Conſultations for I, 
the publick Welfare: We have regard to 
theſe Injunctions on which our Fate de- 
pends, too late: We are juſt like thoſe ſick 
Perſons who don't call in the skilful Phy- 


 ficians *till the Caſe is almoſt deſperate ; 


as tho? they reſolv'd to make their Condi- 
tion too hard for the beſt Phyficians Care; 
while yet it is ſo much eaſier to prevent, 
than to cure any Diſtemper. For you can- 
not but remember that I have often ſaid 


in this Place, that the Sibylline Oracles i 


ought to have been then conſulted, the 
Bleſſings of the Gods made uſe of, and the Fl 
Divine Commands obeyed, when we firſt 
heard that the Marcommani had made an E- 
ruption: While ſome Perſons then refus d to 
do ſo; and made it a very odious thing for 
me that I made ſuch a Propoſal: And while 


they rather choſe to flatter the Prince, as 


if his Valour and Condu& were ſuch that 


there was no Occaſion to conſult the Gods 


in the Caſe. As if any one were ſo great i 


as to neglect the Worſhip of the Immortal 


Gods ; 


i the Sibylline oracles. 


en Pods; or would not rely upon their Di- 


no- ction. What need I aggravate their 
ub · onduct? We have now heard thoſe very 


till Netters wherein the Prince deſires the Help 


ces f the Gods: Which Help it can never be 
la- iſhonourable for the moſt valiant Man to 


Uo epend on. Go to then, you that are Pon- 
for Ehces; with Purity, with Sauctity, with 


to Molineſs, with ſacred Veſtments, and ſa- 


lace your ſelves in your Seats of Honour: 
urn over the Books, with veiled Hands: 
quire what the eternal Decrees are as 
d this City: Compoſe a Hymn for the 
hildren of the Alliance. We, the Sena- 
rs, will give Orders for the defraying the 


id ne Ceremonies about the Sacrifices; and 
ill appoint Proceſſions about the Fields. 
frer this the greateſt part of the Senators 


e tedious to relate. At laſt, upon the Af- 


f the Hands, and of others by that of the 
et, and of the Majority by declaring 
eir Conſent in Words, the Decree of the 
nate was made. Thereupon the Officers 


Tity purify d; the Hymn ſung; the Pro- 
tal eſſion celebrated about the City; and a 
ds; „ Promiſe 


de- Ned Minds, go up into the Temple: 


xpences of the whole Solemnity, and for 


we their ſeveral Votes; which it would 


nt that was given, of ſome by the Signal 


oncern'd went to the Temple; the Books 
ere inſpectedʒ the Verſes declar d; the 


the Fields: And ſo the whole Solemnity, 
which had been enjoin d, was compleated 


Chriſtians, and not in a Temple dedicate 
to all the Gods. Make therefore no longe: 


your ſolemn Ceremonies. Let the Book 
be inſpe&ed: What ſhall thence appear fit 
to be done, let it be done. I offer any Ex 


nity to conquer by Divine Aſſiſtance, S 


line Oracles, laid up in the Capitol, ſtand 


one Woman's Aſſertion, or, at moſt, as ſur 
ported by ſome Heathen Aug urs; ſinci 
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Promiſe made for doing the ſame about 


h : | 1 i : f : WI 
The Emperor Aurelian's Epiſtle to the 
oe )J IF Dn 


I wonder at you, Holy Fathers, that 
you are ſo long in the Deliberation about 
the opening of the $:by//me Books: As i 
your , Debates were in a Church of the 


Delays ; but aſſiſt your Prince, now he i 
in great Straits, on the publick Account 
by the Chaſtity of your Pontiſices, anc 


pences. All ſorts of Captives, all Animal; 
that are fit for Royal Authority to offer 
I, in conſort with my People, do willing] 
Offer. For it is not below any ones Dig 


have Wars been begun; ſo have they beer 

put an end to by our Anceſtors. _ 
Coroll.(1.) Since theſe pretended S$zby/ 

originally on no other Authority than 


they were 10 ſtri&ly concealed *. [ 
2 8 * 


us Sibylline FERN: 


Pot a few of the Heathen Prieſts; fince 
Wheir pretended Contents did ſo evidently 


heiſm; and ſince they were never us'd but 


van Senate; there is great Reaſon to ſuſ- 
ect Impoſition in the whole Matter: And 


| foo were, or whence ſoever they were 
Wcriv'd, were no better than pious Frauds 
ade uſe of to govern the Roman People 
ithal. | 

Coroll. (2.) The real $ ibylline Oracles, 
o publick, ſo famous, and ſo much quoted 
dy Heathens, Jews and Chriſtians, were 
ntirely different from theſe Capitoline pre- 
ended Oracles. This is moſt evident from 
very Character; the one were exceeding 
\ncient, the other in Compariſon Modern; 


great Events, the other only to the Ko- 
her for many; the one were againſt Idola- 
ick, the other private- The one were for 
True Piety, and Morality ; the other for 
Puperſtition and Tricks of State. The 
ne contain'd Predictions of Events 
n Providence, and the Affairs of true 


B 3 ſmall 


end to confirm Pagan Idolatry and Poly- 


on Emergencies of the Pagan Riman State, 
ind upon the Direction of the Pagan Ro- 


hat theſe Oracles, of what Nature ſoever 


he one belong d to all the World and its 
ans; the one were for one God; the o- 


Fry; the other for it. The one were pub- 


ligiony and the other belong'd to the 
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all and petty Affairs of the Roman Stat 
in its political Concerns only: So tha; 
thoſe who confound theſe two Sts of O 
racles together, as the Modern Critick 
have generally done, proceed without an 
| ſolid Foundation at all; z nay rather in Con 
tradiction to all the original Evidence ii 
this Matter. 

N. B. That the original "RW Roma 
Copy was burnt with the Capitol, about 
Eighty Years before the Chriſtian Ara 
This is generally atteſted to by the Ancient 
Authors; and will be fully proved, by the 
way, under the next Propoſition. See alfo 
Plin. Nat. Hiſt, VII. 33. Colin. VIII. La 
Fant. I. 6. 

VI. After the Capitol u Was | burnt, th 
Romans, with great Care, made anothe 
Collection of Sibylline Oracles, from ſevc- 
ral Countries; and laid them up ſecretly in 
the new Capitol. 

This appears by the Evidence following 

LVarro, the moſt Learned of the Ro. 
mans, ſays—-That the number of the S:- 
' bylline Books was augmented on the re- 
building of the Capitol; becauſe thoſe 
Books were ſought . in, and collected 
from all the Cities of Itaby, both Latin 
and Greek, and eſpecially from Erythre; 
and were brought 10 Rome, without any 
Regard to one Gierl. more than to another. 


ä 


the $i bylline Oracle. 


tha ing of the Quindecimviri, ſays, that after 
| OW the rebuilding of the Capitol, C. Curio the 


ich Conſul referr'd it to the Senate that Le- 


Auf gates might be ſent to Erythræ, to ſeek out 
von the Verſes of Sibyll, and bring them to 


Rome: And that accordingly F. Gabini- 


us, M. Octacilius, and L. J alirins were 
W ſent on that Errand; and brought about a 
thouſand Verſes; ſach as had been tran- 
ſcrib'd by rivate Perſons, to Rome: And 
Ive have already ſhew'd that Varro gives 
the ſame Account. 


LAY fent by the Senate to Erythræ, to bring © 
the Books of that Sy to Rome; and that 
70 the Conſuls Curio and Octavius took care 


tat Feneſtella, a moſt diligent Writer, ſpeak- Ibid. 


— 
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Now Feneſtella relates that Legates were De IrgDei; 


be they ſhould be laid up in that Capitol 


which 9. Catulus had lately rebuilt. 

In the 173d O/ympiad, when the Capi - Dionyl. 
tol was burnt; whether by Treachery, as ** 
ſome ſuppoſe, or by Accident, tis uncer- p. 27. 
tain; theſe Books were, among the other 
Things devoted to God, conſum'd by Fire. 
For as to thoſe that now remain, they 
have been brought from a great many 
Places; ſome from the Italian Cities; ſome 
from Erythre in Aſia, whither the Le- 
gates were ſent at the Senate's Decree to 
get Tranſcriptsz and others from other 
Cities, ſo as "_ had been tranſcrib'd by 


B64 private 
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private Perſons: Among which * ſpu- 
rious Verſes did appear: Being diſcover'd 
to be ſuch by thoſe that are ſtiled Acro- 
ſticks, Now in this I do but follow the 
authentick Account of Terentius Varro, 
whoſe Narration it is, in his Treatiſe of 
Divine Matters. 

Tacit, vl, When the Capitol had been conſum'd 


12. p. 25, by Fire, in the $ocial War, the Verſes of 


26. Sibyll, were ſhe one ſingle Perſon or many, 

had been ſought for at Samos, and Ilium, 

and Erythre; nay in Africa alſo, and di- 

£iy, and the Greek Colonies in Italy; and 

it was committed to the Prieſts to diſtin- 

guiſh, as exactly as they were able, which 

were really Genuine among them. Upon 

which this new Book was referr'd to the 

Judgment of the Quindecimviri ; for their 
Opinion about it. 

N. B. Every one of thoſe Countries and 

Cities whither the Romans ſent for their 

Collection, appears ſtill, by the moſt un- 

ſuſpected Parts of our preſent Copies, to have 

been particularly concern'd in the S:by//s 

Predictions; and were therefore the moſt 


likely Places to find them in; as the Rea- 


ders will eaſily obſerve upon the Compa- 


riſon. So that thoſe Parts of our Copies 


are probably much the ſame with the Cce 
Ne. hien were oy d for the moſt Ge- 


nuine 


tze Sibylline Oraoles. 


Eighty Years before our Saviour was born. 
VII. The ſecond Capitoline Copy was 
not a compleat Colioction of all the famous 
Sibylline Oracles then known in the 
World; but a ſelect Number only of ſuch 
as the Roman Church and State approu d 


Mobs as Genuine, or Authentick, or for their 
Purpaſe: And ſtill all other fuch Oracles 


were admitted or rejected as the Ponti- 
fices, the Senate, or the Emperors detere 
min d ever afterward. 

This Propofition is of great Conſe- 
quence; and 1s fully demonſtrated by the 
Obſervations and Teſtimonies following. 

Thus we have ſeen that Dionyſius of 
Halicarnaſſus declares, from Varro him- 


ſelf, that ſome of the Verſes brought by 
the Roman Legates to ſupply the place of 
the old Copy were ſuppos'd to be Spuri- 


ous; and were diſcover'd not to agree to 
their old Copy by the Acrofticks. 

Thus alſo = have ſeen from Varro, So- 
linus, Lactantius, Servins, Suidas, and 
Iſi. ore, that there was only one of the 


many S16ytl's Oracles lodg'd in the Cap:- 


fol: While 'tis evident thoſe of the reſt 


© were current every where in the World at 


the ſame time. 
Thus alſo Tacitus his aſſur d us, that 


the Prieſts were particularly concern'd in 


making 


— 
nuine at this time by the Romans, about 
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making a Judgment which Verſes were 
genuine, or approv'd; and which ſpurious, 
or rejected, before they were receiv'd into 
the ſecond Capitoline Copy. Hear alſo 
ſome other Paſſages of Antiquity relating 
to this Matter. 

Quinctilian, the Tribune of the People, 


referr'd it to the Senate what was to be 
done about that Siby/l;ne Book which Ca. 


ninius Gallus, the Quindecimvir, inſiſted 


ought to be received among the others of 
that Sort; and who had requeſted a De- 
cree of the Senate for that Purpoſe; which 


Decree he, upon the Queſtion, had ob- 


taind." But Ceſar ¶ Tiberius] wrote a 
Letter to blame the Tribune, in ſome mea- 
ſure, as too young to be well acquainted 
with the ancient Cuſtom in ſuch a Caſe. 
He upbraided him that, notwithſtanding 
his Ignorance in this ſort of Knowledge, 
and in ſuch ſacred Matters, he had propo- 
ſed Verſes of an uncertain Original, before 


the Opinion of his Collegues was known; 


and even without the Peruſal and Appro- 
bation of the Mag iſtri, to the Senate it 
ſelf; and this at a time when there were 
but a few Senators preſent. Moreover, he 
put him in mind that Auguſtus, on account 
of the great number of ſpurious Verſes that 
were then aſcribed to the celebrated Name 


of the er had ordain'd that within a 


CET tain 
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certain number of Days all ſuch pretended 
Pieces ſhould be carried to the City Pre- 
tor; and that none ought to have them at” 
their Homes. 
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Ofavius, after the Death of Kaan 6 Seton. in 


took upon him the Office of Pontzfex 
Maximus; which while the other was a- 
live he never ventur'd to deprive him of. 
He got together from all Parts and burnt 


above - two thouſand Prop hetick Books, 


in Greek and Latin; even all that were 
current of that Sort, hub Authors were 
unknown, or of ſmall Authority; retain- 
ing only thoſe of the Sibylis; and this not 
without ſelecting ſome and rejecting o- 

thers. Thoſe that he admitted he lodg'd 


in two golden Cafes, under the Pedeſtal 2 


Apollo on the Mount Palatine. 


— 


A certain Oracle alſo, aſcrib'd to the Dion. in 


Sibyll, mightily affected Men; tho it did 1. 


Tiber. 
VII. p. 


not belong to any other time of the City, 615. & 


but to the preſent, | when Dion wrote. 


Xiphilin. 


The Words were theſe; hen thrice three 


© hundred Tears are over, an inteſtine Se- 


dition and Sybaritick Rage ſhall deſtroy 


* the Romans. Tiberius upon this began 
to raiſe a Scandal - upon them, as if they 
were ſpurious; and gave Order that all 
Prophetick Books ſhould be inſpected; that 
thoſe among them that-appear'd to be uſe- 
leſs ſhould be condemned; and that the reſt 
ſhould be retain d. 


Above 
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Dion. in Above all the People were affrighted by 
Neron- the Confideration of an Oracle which was 
vo a ſung about in the Days of Tiberius, and 
_ Xiphilin, was this; That after thrice three hundred 


Tears were gone, an internal Sedition 


ſhould defiroy the Romans. And when, to 


comfort them, Nero ſaid that thoſe Verſes 

were not to be found any where, The People 
thereupon ſang another Verſe, as really be- 
longing to one of the Sibylls, which was 

this; The laſt of the Poſterity of Aneas 

that ſpall reign ſhall be one that will ſtay 

PIS Mother. © 

Cicer.de VIII. It appears probable that all the 
Duvinat. l. Capitotine Verſes, in both its Copies, were 
Acroſticks, in 4 peculiar Senſe; or that 

the firſt Verſe of every Oracle was made 

up of the firſt Letters of the diſtinct Verſes 
themſelves, contain d in that Oracle, 

This Propoſition depends on the Teſti- 

monies of Cicero, and Dionyſius of Hali. 


. carnaſſus; the former of which affirms, 


nat. II. That the $zby//ine Verſes in the Capitol 


„ could not be deriv'd from an Enthuſia- 


© ſtick Rage, as was commonly ſaid; be- 


© cauſe of that ſort of Poetry call'd Acro- 
« flick, which is when the firſt Letters of 


the Verſes were connected together, after 


the manner of ſome of thoſe Ennian 


Poems, which Ennis compos'd 3 which 


* muſt 


3 the Sibylline Cracles. 


© muſt for certain be the Effect of a confi- 
« derate, and not an Enthuſiaſtick Mind, 
« Accordingly, in the Sibylline Books eve- 
* ry Poem has, its firſt Verſe made up of 
« the firſt Letters of every diſtin& Sen- 


'* tence therein. And the latter, as we 


have juſt now ſeen, affirms, That the 
Romans diſcover'd ſome pretended $:byl- 
* line Verſes not to be genuine, or agreea- 
ble to thoſe of the firſt Copy, by thoſe 
« Verſes which are ſtiled Acrofticks. As 
if the Romans pretended to have ſome way 
preſerv'd or recover'd the original ſingle 
Acroſticks which contain'd the firſt Let- 
ters of the ſeveral Verſes, and made uſe of 
them to diſcover the genuine Verſes or 
Poems themſelves thereby, after the firſt 
Copy had been burnt. Nor is it eaſie to 
put any good Sznſe upon the Words of 


Cicero and Diony{tus, two of the moſt au- 


thentick Witneſſes, without this Hypo- 
theſis. 3 

Corollary. Tis therefore ſtill more evi- 
dent that theſe Capitoline Copies were in- 
tirely different from thoſe famous and pub- 
lick Oracles which were all along quoted 
by the Ancients; ſince not one of theſe 
latter ſort of Quotations have ever the 
leaſt fign of ſuch Acroſticł Verſes, as theſe 
Authors mention; and but one or two of 
the Ancients cite any ſort of the $:43//:ne 
e Acroſticks 
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Acroſticłs at all; and the Copy ſo cited i is 


groſly ſpurious, and never mention'd till 
the fourth Century it ſelf; as we ſhall ſce 
more fully hereafter. 

IX. One of the principe. things, and 
what we have the beſt Evidence for, as 
truly contain d in the Capitoline Oracles, 
was a Prediction that the Romans could 
not conquer the Parthians, without ſetting 
over themſelves a King. 

This 1s plain from the following Teſti- 
monies. 8 

The ee of the Cibylline Books, 


Cicer. de [Cotta the Quindecimvir] had a falſe Re- 
Divinat. II. port ſpread of him lately, as if he intend- 


Ibid. 


ded to move to the Senate, that © If we ex- 
« peed Safety and Deliverance, we muſt 


give him | Julius Ceſar] the Title of 


© King, who had really the Regal Power 
over us already. If there be ſuch a Pre- 
_ diction in thoſe Books, to what Man, and 


to what Time does it belong? For he that 


compos'd it was cunning in leaving the 
Men — _ Times 3 that what- 
ever ſhould happen it might appear agree - 
able to his Prediction. e 
Let us uſe our Intereſt with the proper 
Officers that they produce any thing elſe 
out of thoſe Sibylline Books, —.— than 
what concerns a King; ; fince _ 
8 
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ods nor Men will ever endure a King at 

Rome any more. - | 
Lentulus himſelf aſſur'd me, that from In Catilin. 

he Siby/line Books, and the Reſponſes of- 

he Aruſpices it appear d, he was the very 

hird Cornelius, to whom the Regal Power 

nd Empire over this City muſt of neceſ- 

ity devolvez and that there had been ac- 

ordingly two Cornelii before him, vis. 

inua & Sulla, See Flor. IV. 1. 


Lucius Cotta, the Quindecimuir, was — 
Ul. 


t the next Meeting of the Senate to move, I. XX. 


hecauſe in the Books on which the 

Roman Fate depends there was this Paſ- 

age, That the Parthians could nat be con- 

r d but by a King, that therefore Ceſar 

ould have the Title of King. 7 

Thoſe that ſought the Regal Honour Plat. in C. 
for Ceſar ſpread a Report that the Parthi. Cu. Þ 
Ens might be ſubdu'd by the Romans if 
hey had a King to Command them; and 


That otherwiſe they could never be ſub- 


Nued. 

There was a Rumour, whether true, or Dion. Caſ. 
perhaps falſe; (as ſuch Stories frequently LIV. > , 
happen to be ;) that thoſe Prieſts who were 
call'd the Quindecimviri did commonly af. 


arm, that the Sibyll ſaid, The Parthians 


could not be overcome but a King. 
N. B. I here diſtinguiſh this pretended 
Prediction of a King that was to be ſet o- 
WS | ver 


more famous, univerſal, and conſtant Tra- 
govern the World, deriv'd from the other 


But of this latter Cafe we ſhall treat more 
largely hereafter. 


cond Roman, and the preſent $iby/line O. 


ans, which is almoſt the only one we hawk 
taind in the preſent Oracles. Nay indeed 


ſuch Prediction as that could ever have be- 


for that Suſpicion, that the Capitoline 


already cited, where he ſays, . Let us uſe 
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ver the Romans only, and that in order to 


the Conqueſt of the Parthians, which be- 
longs to the Capitoline Si; from that 


dit ion or Prediction of a King that was to 
ſpring from the Eaſt, and from Zudea, to 


Jibyllian Oracles, as the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of each Predict ion does require. 
N. B. Hence ariſes another ſtrong Ars 


gument for the difference between the ſe- 


racles. For this Oracle about the Part hi- 


great Authority for as really contain'd in 
that Capitoline Copy, is not at all con- 


the intire Nature of all the preſent Books 
will hardly permit us to ſuppoſe that any 


long'd to them. | 
N. B. It will be here proper to produce 
thoſe other Reaſons I formerly promiſed 


Sibylls were not ſincerely dealt with; but 
were usd by way of pious Fraud, for the 
better Management of the People. Now 
one of theſe we have from Cicero's Words 


pps _ PF uo ..... tf ....._0 > 


6 our 
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to] our Intereſt with the proper Officers, De Divi- 


de- that they produce any thing elſe out of 
thoſe $:hy1{ine Books, rather that what 


rofereſt and Application they could have 
to hat was for their Turn produc'd or con- 
ner Meal'd in ſuch Caſes. A ſecond Reaſon is 


iſible, from the following remarkable Paſ- 


Ire. Moe in Dion Caſſius; eſpecially as compar'd 
ith another of Cicero. Dion's Words 


dent occafion'd ſome delay in the Reſtitu- 
tion of Ptolemy. For when the Sibylline 
Books were conſulted, they found this 
written in them; © If the King of Egypt 
comes, and wants your Aſſiſtance, do 
' not deny him your Friendſhip ; but 
© however don't you ſend him any con- 


do, you will have great Troubles and 


ſiderable number of Succours: For if you 


concerns a King. As if by ſufficient In- 


ire theſe: In the beginning of the fol- LXXXIX. 
lowing Year the Statue of Jupiter, which b. 98, See 
was on the Alban Mountain, was ſtruck © * 
with Thunder, by the Gods. This Acci- 


uce Dangers. The People being ſurpriz'd at 

ſed the Exactneſs of the Coincidence of the 

ine preſent Conjuncture with the Oracle, ab- 

but rogated all they had decreed, at the In- 
the ſtance of Caius Cato the Tribune of the 
o. People. Such was the Oracle: And by 
rds this Means of Cato it was that it was made 

uſe IF publick among the People: (For it was not 


£ lawful 


lawful, without a Decree of the Senate, to 

* publiſh before them any of the Sibylline 
»Writings.) For as ſoon as the Purport of 

© this Oracle made a Noiſe; (as ſuch: thing. 

© uſe to doz) he was afraid it ſhould be ſu 

* preſs*d. To prevent which he drew the 

* Priefts out before the Aſſembly; and there, 
before the Senate could make any Decree 
about it, compell'd them to declare it. 

For they preſs'd it ſo much the more as i 

© ſeemed to be more diſagreeable to thei 

© Laws, c. And Cicero, in one of hisfami 

. I. Ep 4. liar Epiſtles, confeſſes, That the Peepl, 
were themſelves ſuſpicious that the 

* were impos'd on under Pretence of Re 

* ligion in this very Matter: Nor is whi 
Tertullian hints at very improbable vzz 

That the Pagans took advantage of the gre: 

Eſteem the real $74y/[;ye Oracles had eve 

been in, and did therefore procure or per 

mit counterfeit. Oracles under that ſacre 

Name; and uſed not a few of their Word 
therein for the ſupport of that Worſhip « 
Dæmons, Idolatry, and Superſtition; whi 

the real Sihl were ever ſo zealous again 

Ad Nation. Cajus Vocabula Dæmoniorum Vatibus I 
P.12-OP- duiſtis: Ii hoſe Expreſſions you have p 
FT intothe Mouths of thoſe Prophets whi 
belong to the Demons, are his remarkabitc 

Words to the Pagans in this Caſe. w 


N. | 
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e, toll N. B. The ſecond Capitoline Copy of 

lline the Sibylline Oracles was all along made 

rt offftſe of by the Heathen Governors of Rome 

linge till the Days of Conſtantine; and was not 

ſuf -. Neſtroy d *till the time of Honorius; when 

the rlicho burnt it. This Obſervation is 

here very plain from what has been already pro- 

cre ved, as to its continued uſe by the Hea- 

e it then Emperors and Senate all along; and 

as ii the time of its Period from the known 

theii Words of Claudius Numatianus the Poet, Itinerar.1t: 
ami who directly affirms that dt ilichs burnt it. 
op N. B. Since the firſt writing of this Ef 

thefWay I have peruſed the very Learned and 
ReMWnduſtrious Fabricius's Diſcourſe about theſe Bibliotheca 
whaYOracles; and find moſt of the foregoing 77, 
vi Obſervations about the Capitol ine Copy 33. b. 167, 
greaſ made to my Hand by him. And I cannot 3: 
eve deny that he has treated of this Subject 

peiſ with better Judgment than any I have met 
crewith: Tho for want of the principal Ob- 

ord ſervat ions about the genuine Jby//s that are 

ip Mo follow, he was no way able to clear that 
hidÞmoſt important part of this Subject; but 

zin for the Main was neceſſitated to leave it in 


I the ſame Obſcurity in which he found it. 
i Thus much concerning the Spurious or 
hid Roman d ibylline Oracles. I now proceed 


cabiWto the genuine ones, which belong to the 
whole World, 828 


Z. 2 
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NK. The preſent Copy of the Sibylline 
Oracles, as they are now Extant in eight 
entire Books, is not, in general, the ſame 
with that which was Extant before and 

at the firſt times of Chriſtianity, but very 
different from it. 

This indeed is ſo very plain at firſt 
ſight to any one that peruſes the preſent 
intire Collection of $:by//:ne Oracles, with 
any tolerable degree of Sagacity aud Ob- 
ſervation; and 1s now ſo univerſally own'd 
by all the Learned, that I can hardly think 
it worth while to demonſtrate the ſame 
operouſly in this place. Even our worthy 

Countryman Sir Fohn Floyer himſelf, who 
has gone farther towards allowing the Au- 
thority of the preſent eight Books than he 
will ever perſuade any Learned and Judi- 
cious Perſons to follow him, dares not go 
ſo far: But is forced to confeſs ſome Parts 
to be ſpurious; and the reſt ſo altered and 
managed by his ſuppoſed Tranſlators, as 
to be now not a little different from the 

Originals themſelves. But to come to Par- 

 ticulars, and to proceed in our propoſed 

Order of Propoſitions 

Xl. The firſt, ſecond, moſt of the fifth, 
the ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth of the pre- 
ſent Sibylline Books ars unſupported by in- 
ternal Marks of genuine Writings ; and 
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the Sibylline Oracles. © 


tions, Nay they have commonly direct 
Marks of Forgery upon them. : 

This remarkable Obſervation, which I 
owe in great part to a Learned Friend, 
who has conſtantly aſſiſted me in this Eſ- 
ſay, appears to be true by the following 
Evidence. 

The firſt and ſecond Books are plainly 
of a Piece; and are little other than an 
aukward Epitome of ſeveral Parts of the 
Hiſtory of the Bible; and almoſt as evi- 
dently taken from it as any other ſuch A- 
bridgment now among us; with the very 
Names of the Perſons, and Circumſtances 
of the Fats. The Author owns ſhe had 
been a Whore, effeminate, wicked, and in- 
famous: She ſays ſhe was with Noah in 
the Ark, and nearly related to him: As 
ſhe alſo does in the ſpurious Additions to 
the third Book. Yet does ſhe uſe that 
Greek Language that was not then in the 
World; and ſome of thoſe particular Phraſes 
of it which came not in 'till many Ages 
afterward: I mean ozgIwn ueanue ye 
Azotle, Tou ſhall laugh the Sardonian 
laughter: aiov [2y0» ] ire\zon@., The I- 
ſelaſtick Age or Game; nor had Theophi- 
lus of Antioch theſe two Books in his 
Copy, becauſe he ſays the Proem, which 
evidently belongs to the third Book, was 
in the beginning of the Oracles: Nor does ei- 

; => a ther 


* 


ther of theſe Books appear to have been 


or Chriſt ian, 'till the very fourth Century it 
tations which ſhall be added at the end o 


the ancient and genuine J:6y1/;ne Oracles. 


muſt be allow'd, in good Meaſure, of a. 


at leaſt of this Book can have ſmall Pre. 


ents neither; as will be ſeen in due Place. 


Paris of this, and indeed ſome other Books, 


A Vindication of 
ever quoted by any Writer Heathen, Jew 


ſelf: as will be evident hereafter; I mean 
from that Catalogue of thoſe ancient Quo. 


this Book. So that none ought to pretend 
that either of theſe Books were Parts 0 


The greateſt part of the fifth Book is, itim 


nother Genius from thoſe two: And its 
Stile and Contents have a better Pretence 
to Antiquity. But then, it ſo evidentlyſſſct 
goes over the ſeveral Roman Emperors at 
firſt, *cill the Antonines, with the Plain ; is 
neſs of an Hiſtorian, rather than the Ob- 
ſcurity of a Propheteſs: As good as naming 
every Emperor in Order: And the Author 
ſo expreſly confeſſes that ſhe ſaw the De. 
ſtruction of the ſecond Temple, either 0 
Veſta, or of Jeruſalem, that thoſe Paris 


tence to be genuine: Eſpecially while the 
fame Parts of this Book that have thoſe 
Marks of being Spurious do never appear 
to have been quoted by any of the Anci- 


Whether ſome other leſs exceptionable 


about the Deſtructions and Deſolations of 
. Countries 


be sibylline Orac ler. 


been Countries and Cities, which yet are not, 


Jewthat we find, quoted by any of the Anci- 
ry itents, may not alſo be genuine, I cannot 
certainly determine, Only becauſe their 
Authority is more doubtful, I ſhall not in- 


nuine Oracles, for want of ſufficieat Evi- 
dence for them. 


tMment than an intire Book, is ſo viſibly a 


Birth, Baptiſm, Miracles, Death, and ſe- 
cond Advent, with their particular Cir- 
cumſtances; and that with the mention of 
Chriſt's % Parts or Natures; That He 
in Nis the firſt God of the firſt Fire; and His 
Jon begotten by a Dove, the Spirit; and 
with an Apoſtrophe to that Happy Wood 
on which God was extended, that one 
would rather imagine ſome ſtrange Enthu- 
ſiaſtick Heretick than any true Si muſt 
have been the Author of it. Nor is there 


till the fourth Century, 
The ſeventh Book, which is a ſmall one; 
beſides ſome Clauſes about the Deſolation 


and Deſtruction of Cities and Countries, is, 


It mentions a God whom the Spirit waſhed in 
Jordan three times ; who was made a Lord 
by the Word of his Father, and by the 


ſert them among the more certainly ge- 


The ſixth, which is now rather a Frag- 


ort but very ſtrange Account of Chriſt's 


the leaſt ſign of its being quoted by any 


for the reſt, much of a Piece with the ſixth. 


C4 pure 
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pure Spirit z that he took a Body and a- 
| ſeended; that Heaven made three great 
Towers for him; in which Heaven the 
good Mothers of God, Hope, Piety and 
Religion, do now inhabit : As alſo ſuch an 
unaccountable Prayer at a very ſtrange Sa- 
crifice therein mention'd, with other odd 
_ Paſſages, and the Author's Acknowledg- 
ment that ſhe had been an Harlot, and ex- 
ceeding wicked her ſelf, that J cannot but 
think the ſame Enthuſiaſtick Heretick was 
the Writer of both theſe Books. Nor is 
there, that I find, the leaſt Footſteps of any 
Quotations from that Book till the fourth 

Aye. he 
The eighth or laſt Book is a large one, 
and beſides that part which is of the Deſola- 
tions of Cities and Countries, is of all the 
reſt moſt viſibly Spurious, nay after the 
Reign of Arian, whom it almoſt directly 
names, and his three Succeſſors. It is, in 
ſhort, to all its latter Branches, with its 
Appendages, and particularly the famous 
Acrofiick, ſo plainly taken from the Hi- 
ſtory of Chriſt's Life, and Miracles, and 
Sufferings, and of all Things belonging to 
him, put into the future Tenſe, after that 
Hiſtory was every where known, that ſo 
groſs and fooliſh a Pretence to Antiquity 
Was hardly ever made before, For to paſs 
by its direct Prediction that Rome ſhould 
. continue 
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the Sibylline Orac les. 


ontinue but 948 Years in all, which 

prov'd utterly falſe, any one may almoſt _ 
as wiſely believe that Virgil wrote his pre- 
ended Prophetick Account of the Poſteri- 


ty of c/Eneas, and of the Romans, before neid. vl. 


any of the Events had fallen out, as that 
the Author of this Book wrote the like 


- Mpretended Prophetick Account of our Savi- 


dur, his Actions, and Sufferings before he 
was born, Nor is there any ſure Pretence 
to any ancient Citations from this Book *till 
the fourth Centu yx. 

N. B. Beſides theſe fix, for the main, 
ſpurious Books, there are two Branches of 
the Third which ſeem to be ſpurious alſo : 
The firſt of which appears to call Samaria 
by the Name of d cbaſtia, which is not el- 
der than the Days of 4uguſius: The ſecond 
ſeems to be taken partly from the Heathen 
Fables, and partly from the Jewiſb Hiſtory ; 
beſides a very ſtrange Conclufion: None of 
which are ever quoted by the Ancients. 
Theſe therefore I cannot vouch for, and 
have accordingly omitted them all in the 
Body of the Oracles. Only I have added 
the firſt Part by it ſelf, as not certainly 
{purious; and as ſeeming to me ſo remark- 
able an Account or Prediction of Simon 
Magus, and his Followers the old Here- 
ticks, with their Succeſlor the great Anti- 
chriſt himſelf, till the very Times of their 

| LS, Pe, Deſtru- 
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Deſtruction, as is very agreeable to the 
 facred Prophecies of the Jews and Chrifti. 
ans, and to the paſt Hiſtory of the Church 
alſo. | IE ME... | 
VN. B. Laclantius, in the fourth Centu -N 
— xy, is the firſt Author now extant who ap- 
pears to have had a Copy of the Sibylline 
Oracles very like the preſent. And it does 
indeed appear by his Quotations out of the 
Proem, the Acroſtick it ſelf, and out of 
every one of the prefent eight Books, that 
he had ſuch a Copy. Only it ſeems by his 
own Words, when he had been giving an 
Account from Varro of ten $:6y/1s,- ſunt 
fingularum ſinguli Libri, every one of them 
has a Book to her ſhare, that they were 
then parted into ten Books. Which Par- 
tition our preſent Copies would well enough 
admit of at this Day. 1 
N. B. It does alſo appear by Lactanti- 
2s following expreſs Words, Qui quia 
Sibyllæ nomine in{cribuntur unius eſſe cre- 
duntur: ſuntque confuſi; nec diſcerni, ac 
ſuum cuiqui aſſignari poteſt; niſi Erythree: 
&c. i. e. Thoſe ſeveral Books, becauſe they 
are publiſb d in the Name of the Sibyll, are 
 believd to belong to one only; and they art 
in ſuch Diſorder that they cannot be di. 
Ainguiſb d, nor each Book aſgn d to its 
Proper Author; excepting that belong to 
the Erythræan Sibyll, &. I ſay it * Pp 
nt y 
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y theſe Words, that Lactantius's C opy 


as not more explicit than ours at this 
Day, as to the diſtin& Authors of the ſeve» 
ral Books of the Sibylline Oracles. Nor 
does he quote any by its Authors Name but 
he Proem, and third Book; which Book 


having the Author's Name in it, it is no 


wonder that it was by him quoted as be 


onging to the moſt famous, or Erytbræan 


ibyll. 


Book, Inodg Xper505, Oe Vis, Ewlng, Zrau- 
es Feſus Chrift, the Son of God, the q a- 
viour, the Croſs, It does appear, as well 
by his quoting one of its Verſes with an 
Initial Letter which breaks the order of 
he whole; as by his never ſaying one Syl- 
lable of any ſuch Acraſtick at all among 
them; while yet he quoted four of its 


. vVerſes, as alſo by its abrupt Beginning, 


and that viſible Diſorder which is among 


chem, that the Verſes themfelves were not 


indeed wanting in his Copy, but that they 


were not then put into that Order which a- 


lone makes them an Acroftick: And that 


by Conſequence the ranging them in that 
peculiar Manner ts rather later than even 
-Ithe Days of Lactantius himfelf, or than 


the beginning of the fourth Century. 


N. B. As to the Acroflick in the eighth 
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N. B. The' fome are willing to ſup- Tertull. de 


poſe that Tertullian in thoſe Words of 


his, Baptiſ- 
Nos mo. J. 
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Nos Piſciculi, ſecundum IX OTN noſtrun 
FeſumChriſium, in aqua naſcimur ; we litth 
Fiſhes are born in Water ; following th 
Steps of Chriſt our Fiſh, or of him whoſt 

Character is Feſus Chriſt the Son of Go, 
the Saviour, of which the initial, Letters put 
together compoſe the Greek Word which 
ſignifies a Fiſs: *Tis, I ſay, hence ſuppoſe 
that this Paſſage has relation to this A. 
croftick ; yet is this Conjecture founded up- 
on no certain Argument at all. And ſince 
there 1s not the leaſt other Evidence of this 
Antiquity z and fince the contrary is much 

more probable, viz. That this choice o 
Verſes for an Acroſtick was afterward made 
to fit them to that long before famous Cha- 
racteriſtick of Chriſt, IX OTE, as a com- 
pendium of the whole Character; I con- 
clude that we have not ſufficient Reaſon toi 
believe this Acroftick, as ſuch, to be near 
ſo ancient at Tertullian: tho? we may in- 
deed hence probably enough Conjecture 
that this Pentad of Words, and its Abridg- 
ment in Letters, was then famous among 
me Chriftan. ⁊ᷣͤ | 
XII. The Proeme, with the greateſi 
part of the third, all the fourth, and 4 
ſmall Branch of the fifth Book of the pre- 
ſent Copics, appear, by great Evidence, to 
be genuine; and in a manner the very ſame 

Oracles which the Heathen before, and 

= Joſephus 


the Sibylline Oracles. 
oſephus the Jew, with the Heathen and 
hriſt ſo frequently cited, and ſo generally 
fleem'd as divinely inſpiret. 
This is plain, not only by the want of 
Iny internal Characters that ſhould deter- 


ine them to be ſpurious, but by their ſo 
yell correſponding with the ancient De- 


Ent Traditions, Notions, and Expectations, 
not to be deriv'd but from them; and by 
rom the true Oracles in Antiquity, and 
ery Day. 


"Wor Dehortat ion from Idolatry, is no other 
than the Proeme of the third Book, and 


whence indeed what we have of it ſeems 


In- to be taken. It ſeems alſo to have been 
ure cited or referr'd to by St. Paul himſelf, as 
dg · Nmention'd, from an elder Author, by Cle- 
DDS Brent of Alexandria. It is alſo quoted by 


tix times, and once under the Name of an 
Hebrew Propheteſs; and out of him by 


And 


hriſtians of the three firft Centuries after 


criptions of the Sibylline Oracles; by the 
ight they give to a vaſt number of anci- 


he numerous and plain Citations made 
ow almoſt all found in theſe Books at this 


Thus we ſhall fee anon that the Proeme, 


s all ſet down by Theophilus of Antioch, 


Tuſtin Martyr, by Clement of Alexandria 


Euſebius; and laſtly fix or ſeven times by 
Lattantius alſo: And that commonly un- 
dr the Name of the Erythrean Sibyll. 
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And it muſt be own'd that its Contents and 


Stile ſhew it to be an excellent and an an. 


cient part of the $:6y/{me Oracles. 
Thus alſo we ſhall find, that the greateſt 


part of the third Book is cited or referr d 
to by Varro, and that from Apollodorus, Wc 


more ancient Author, by Diodorus Siculas, 
by Solinus, and that from Boccus [or Boe. 


thus} a more ancient Author, by Pauſa- 


nias, under the Name of Hierophile, ¶ the 
Erythræan Sibyll, | by Virgil at large, by 
Tacitus, by Suetonius, by Foſephus the 
Few, and out of him by Euſebius, by Ju. 


tin Martyr, by Theophilus of Antioch, by 


Clement of Alexandria, by Athenagoras, 
by Tertullian, and laſtly by Lactantius no 


leſs than twelves times, and that generally 
under the ſame Name of the Erythrean Si. 


bil; which is alſo hinted towards the con- 
cluſion of the preſent Copy of this Book, 


Nor are there any Chronological Chara- 


Eers to the contrary within the compaſs of 
ſuch Parts as we here publiſh for genuine, 
So that we have the moſt undoubted Evi- 
dence for the authentick Nature of the 
main part of the third Book. 1 

Thus alſo we ſhall prove that the fourth 
Book, even as it now ſtands intire, is cited 
or referr*d to by the Apoſtolical Conftitu- 
tions themſelves, and, if there be no mi- 
ſtake of the one for the other, by —— 


am on! np a, ap — e Bo Ov 


the Sibylline Orac les. 
andibf Rome in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
Is mention'd in an ancient Author, (for we 
ave not the Epiſtle compleat,) by Scrabo 
wice, tho” without naming it, by Pauſa- 
nias thrice, by Plutarch twice, by Dion 


llexandria thrice, by Tertullian twice, 


a. Nver under the Name of any particular Si- 
byl]. And the Stile and Contents of this 
Book are ſo agreeable to Antiquity, without 


ders to the contrary, in any parts of it, 
that I look on it as the moſt uncorrupt and 
unqueſtionable Beok of the whole Colle- 
nnn 

Thus alſo we ſhall ſhew that that 
ſmall part of the fifth Book which is here 
taken in, is quoted or refer'd to by Soli- 
nus, by Plutarch, and by Clement of A. 
lexandria thrice, if not alſo by once Ter. 
tullian; which Citations or References be- 
longing to Branches of this Book which 
have no Characters of later Date in the 
Chronology, Stile, or Contents, do ſuffici- 


the ſame d ib with the fourth. 
publiſh'd for ſuch, contain near a thouſand 


ber 


ius, by Tuſtin Martyr, by Clement of 


and by Lactantius alſo fix times, tho ne- 


the pretence of any Chronological Chara» 


N. B. That the genuine Parts, here 
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ently atteſt ro their genuine Authority alſo. Clem. «- 
N. B. Clement of Alexandria cites this lex. Pro- 
Branch of the fifth Book as belonging to =” _ 


Verſes : Which is about that very Num- 


48 
ber which Feneſtella ſays the Roman! 
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brought Home upon their ſearch after the 
burning of the Capitoline Copy. As if 
they took Care to imitate the genuine O- 
racles in the largeneſs as well as Pretenſi. 
ons of the ſame at that time. 

Corollary (I.) The Compiler or Com- 
pt]-rs ot the preſent Collection of the G- 
byl/ine Oracles did therefore corrupt them 


by addition of ſpurious Parts and Books af. 


terward, and not by direct Alteration, or 
particular Interpolation of them. For as 
the genuine Parts do now mainly lye to- 


gether, ſo does it appear by the ancient 


Citations that thoſe Parts are ſtill true and 


uncorrupt; any farther, I mean, than what 


the citing them by Memory, and the fre- 
quent tranſcribing them muſt occaſion, as 
to the varicty of Readings therein; which 
they uſually do in all old Books whatſo · 
ever. 

Coroll. (2.) Providence has therefore 
ſo far taken Care in this Matter, that we 
have ſtill, at this Day, preſerv'd and ex- 
tant among us thoſe very dine Oracler, We 


and that in good meaſure compleat and un- 


corrupt, which were anciently ſo very fa- 
mous among the Heathens, Foſephus the 


Jeu, and the firſt Chriſtians; and which 
of old were generall y allow'd to be ſacred 


Books, 


the : Sibylline Oracles. 


3ooks, and deriv'd from Divine Inſpira- 


8 es 
N. B. I meddle not here directly with 
at perplexed Diſpute about the number and 
ountries oftheancientSzby/ls, becauſe I find 
cannot be now certainly determin d. Only 
. Wcelaring my own Opinion or Conjecture 
o be, that their ſeveral Places were con⸗ 
ounded together, and that there was at 
irſt one very ancient and very famous Pro- 
heteſs, call'd by the Name of Sibyll; and 
hat others who after her deliver'd ſuch 
- Mike Oracles were call'd by her Name, as 
Fal, it Name for a true Prophteſs. A. 


nous or Eythræan Sibyll was alſo call'd 
he Cumæan; the former from the Place 
ff her Birth, the latter from that of her A- 


alſo, when he refers to the third Book of 
heſe Oracles, which by other Evidence 
delong d to the Erythrean Sibyll, does it 
under the Name of the Cumæan; as we 
ſhall ſee hereafter. Nor is the Cumæan Si- 


third Books as its preſent Conclufion ſhews. 
XIII. The preſent ſpuricus Additions to 
the genuine Sibylline Oracles may. be in 
ome meaſure trac'd up to the midale of 
the ſecond Century i ſelf , tho* none 2 
Te 


— 


iforle himſelf aſſures us that the moſt fa- De Mira- 


dode, and giving out her Predictions. Virgil Edog, Iv. 


byll with Juſtin Martyr different from the cobo 
Babylonian, who was the Author of the c. 


Lasctantius ſeem ever to have quoted then 


Contr. 
Cell. v. p. 
272. 


tain' d extraordinary Things to the advai 


” vIL.pg68.- 
where theſe very Words of the ſame Celſu. 
© You Chriſtians, ſays he, may well e 


369. 


thority ſome of you make uſe of, as th 
© Daughter of God. And indeed you hav 
© venturd to inſert a great many Thing 
into her Writings, and thoſe of a bla 
_ © phemous Nature alſo. To which Org! 


A Vindication of 
the Chriftian Writers now extant befor 


or ſeen them all that time: and tho the 
were ſtill denyd by the Heathen, a 
doubted of by the Chriſtians when they di 
appear in the World, © 
This is proved by the following Ev 
a. EE ETON OE 
(..) Origen aſſures us that Celſius, wh 
Iiv'd in the middle of the ſecond Century 
ſpake of ſome pretended Chriſtians whon 
he call'd Sibylliſis, for over-valuing an 
making too much uſe of the $7by/ls: As 
their Copies of the Sibylline Qracles cot 


tage of their Religion, which other Chr 
ſtians were not appriz'd of; and whol 
great Zeal thoſe other Chriſtians did no 
therefore approve of. This looks as ! 
much what ſuch a groſs Copy as that u 
now have were got into the Hands of ſom 
even in that Age. n 

(2.) The ſame Origen gives us elle 


© nough ſet up even the Sit, whoſe A 


It 


the Sibylline Oracle. 


fon replies thus, Celſus is rather deſirous, upon 
1 know not what Foundation, that we 


ſhould denominate the Sibyll the Daugh- 
« ter, than Jeſus the Son of God: And ſays, 
We have inſerted into her Writings a great 
many Things, and thoſe of a blaſphe- 
mous Nature alſo: Without giving us 
« any Demonſtration that we have inſerted 


any thing at all: Which yet, if he had 


had more ancient and genuine Coples 
without thoſe Inſertions to ſhew it by, 
WM he would certainly- have done: And 
without giving us any Demonſtration 
© that the Paſſages he diſlikes are of a blaſ- 
phemous Nature. By theſe Teſtimonies 
Wit appears probable that Cel/us had ſeen or 
heard of a very much interpolated Copy of 
che Sibylline Oracles among ſome Here- 
Wicks, or pretended Chriſtians ; and that 
thereupon he was willing, without ſufficient 


Ground, to ſuppoſe that any Paſſages which 


favour'd Chriſtianity in the S$:by/ls were 


ellowing to ſuch Interpolation. It is withal 


from hence probable, that Origen had ne- 
ver himſelf ſeen or heard of ſuch an inter- 
polated Copy among Chriſtians, and does 
therefore Appeal to thoſe ancient and ge- 


12" nuine Copies which were in the Hands of 


all the Learned, for the Authority of ſuch 
Citations as he and others of the Chriſtians 
us d to make from them. However, it is not 

D 2 1 


51 


52 


of Celſus; and to have been coin d about 


5 them till the fourth. 


neral liv'd, and their Oracles were extan 
before our Saviour's coming into the 


Orat. ad 
Sanctor. 


Cæt. apu 


P. 553 


ny of the ſame ſpurious Oracles, as he 


not really Sibylline Verſes; but were made 


brings in ſo many of theſe ſpurious Pal 
Euſeb. de ſages, or indeed the whole ſpurious Acro 


vit. Con- 
ſtant. XIX. 


* 


A- Vindication of 


A little remarkable that Part of the groſs 
Additions in our preſent Copies are found 
by the Criticks to agree beſt to the Days 


the middle of the ſecond Century; tho 
we cannot find any Quotations made from 


Watch 


PA 


(3.) When La&#antius firſt cites ſo ma. 


very often does, he confeſſes, that ſome 
of the Heathen, who could not deny that 
ſuch Predictions were very plain, had re. 
courſe to this Solution, that theſe were 


by the Chriſtians. Which Lactantius doe 
not anſwer by ſhewing that the ancient 
Copies, known among the Heathen, had 
thoſe particular Verſes; as he ought to have 
done; but by only alledging, what wa 
not deny'd by any, that the Sils in ge 


fit Bet 0) ty fe uy SS > OO) eo 


pay 


World : Which was indeed little to his Pur 


poſe. | „ 
(A4) When the Emperor Conſtantin 


ſtick, he confeſſes that a great number did 
not then believe them to be genuine; tho 
they allow'd that Si to whom they were 


aſcrib'd to have been really a Propheteſs 
| But 
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gut they ſuſpected that ſome Chriſtian 
poet made thoſe Acroſtick Verſes, in way 


on the Sibyll. To which Conſtantine gives 


tius had done before. Nor is it other 
han obſervable, that the Principal and 


among even the Chriſtans, till the Days 


ditions, excepting Lactantius, who liv'd 
in his Family and was his Son's Tutor. 

As if Lactantius's Spurious Copy alone, 
ientlas improv'd, and put into Conſlantine's 
hand by ſomebody, to byaſs him for Chri- 
ſtianity, firſt introduc d it, and caus d it to be 
received by ſome following Chriſtians. For 
Euſebius himſelf, who gives us this Ora- 
tion, does no where elſe ſeem ſo much as 


th to have heard of any ſuch Copy, or A- 


dur croſtick, as the Emperor made uſe of there- 


cles, and this very Acroſtick, with great 
Encomiums; yet does he not deny, That 
it might be ſaid, ſuch Predictions 
* were forged by the Chriſtians, in the 
Name of the Hybills and others: And 


of Forgery ; and father'd them unjuſtly 


groſſeſt of theſe ſpurious Oracles, I mean 
he Acroſtick, does not elſewhere appear, 


of Auſtin, excepting this Oration of Con- 
antine; nor the reſt of the ſpurious Ad- 


D 3 allows, 


33 


o more ſatisfactory Anſwer than Lactan- 


(0 Auſtin himſelf, tho“ he ſome- Peg 
times quotes the ſpurious Sibylline Ora- Dei. 


TY 


” +44 


3 


XLVII. 


of thoſe they did cite: Both which things 
we meet with in the Fourth: It is evi- 
dent the Citations of the one are not to 
Nor are the truly Ancient Fathers of the 


with the Miſtakes or nnen of a 


ſuch matters. So that we ever) 


with the Tucceeding State of modern An- 


= Vindication of 


allows, * That they might be foppor'd te 
© be ſpurious. 

Corollary (1 Since we find none of theſe 
plainly ſpurious Oracles cited in the three 
firſt Centuries, nor any Doubts among 
the Chriſtians then, as to the Authority 


be confounded with thoſe of the other, 
three Firſt Centuries to be at all charg'dif 


in the Fourth. 

Coroll. (2.) The lower we deſcend to 
the Fourth and following Centuries of the 
Church, the plainer Marks do we every 
where find of prevailing Ignorance, Weak: 
neſs, and Prevarication, And the higher 
we aſcend to the Firſt times of the Go. 
pel, the clearer Marks do. we diſcover of 
Knowledge, -Judgment, and Lotegrity in 


where find Reaſon to believe original 
Chriſtianity to be true, right, and well 
grounded; and the primitive Hereſies 


tichriſtianiſm, to be falſe, knaviſh, and ful 
of Miſtakes or Forgeries perpetually. 
N. B. What ſort of pretended Chriſti 
ans, or Hereticks, were the Authors of 
| theſe 
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heſe groſs and large Additions or Interpola- 

ions to the genuine Oracles, it is not 

afie to ſay. Only the ſixth and ſeventh 
Books have Paſſages, already noted, which 
ook as if fome of the Montaniſt En- 
hufiaſts wrote them. Epiphanius alſo ſays, Hæwſ. 
hat the Gnoſticks pretended to have Books EVI. 
written” by a Daughter or Relation of 3 
Noah: Which Character agrees to the 

Firſt, and a ſpurious addition to the Third 

Book alſo. So that as far as yet appears, no 
Catholick Chriſtian, but ſome Montaniſt 

or Gxuoftick Hereticks, were the Authors 

of that groſs Forgery and Interpolation. 

XIV. Many of the Predictious in the 
renuine Sibylline Oracles did appear, up- 
n compariſon, ſo true, that ſeveral an- 
cient Heathens and Chriſtians took par- 
ticular notice of the agreement of the E-. 
vents to thoſe Predictions afterwards. 

This appears by the following Teſti- 


d 4 


theſe 
three 
nong 
Trity 
ling 
evi. 
t to 
ther. 
the 
irg d 
amy 
d to 
F the 
very 
eak- 
ghet 
x0l- 
er of 


" 1Wmonies. _ . | 
very If we ſhould ſpeak of the Sie, and Plat, | 
1nalMof others that were aſſiſted by Divine — p 
well Forcknowledge, and have foretold many, 
ies Things to many Perſons beforehand, which 

An. proved true, we ſhould be too tedious; in 


ful 
iſti- 


of 


ik 


laying things that are manifeſt to all, { 
Hear alſo Juſtin Martyr upon this Paſſage 7 
of Plato; Many others, ſays Fuſtin, of the J*-Pare- 


De. . 2 
4 : ancient 


56 A Vindication i 


ancient Writers make mention of th is Cum 
an $ybill asof a Propheteſs particularly Pla- 
to in his Phedrus. And indeed Plato 
ſeems to me to have look'd'on ſuch Given 
of Oracles as Perſons inſpired, upon his 
Peruſal of thoſe of this Hbill; by obſer. 
ving that what Things were there i in old 
Time foretold by her, were really ful- 
filPd afterward: &c. 
Cicero be I could bring many Examples from the 
I. Deer. Fybilline Oracles, and many from the An- 
ſwers of the Haruſpices to confirm what 
I ſay, [| about Divination: ] tho' indeed 
ſuch things ought not to be fo much as 
_ doubted of by any. 
Varroapua The Fifth Hell was the E y threan; 
Lactant. I. who 1s affirmed by Apollodorus of E rythre 
to have beenof 6 ſame City with him: 
And he adds, that ſhe predicted to thei 
Greeks, when they went 'to Troy, that 
Troy ſhould be deftroy'd ; and that Ho- 
mer ſhould write a lying Poem, [ See O. 
rac. III. ver ſ.3 52 — 370. 
Pauſan.Co- The ſame Misfortunes affected the Cari. 
rinth. p. j: an and Zycian Cities; and above all the 
Iſland of Rhodes was ſo terribly ſhaken, 
that the Oracle of Hill belonging to 
Rhoades appear d thereby to be fulfilled, 
[ See Orac. III _ 81 — 386. 451. IV. 
verſe. 'TOL. 109. 145. 
Phocie, p. The Ball forctold that Helena 
ſhould 


ö / 
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e ſhould be educated at Sparta, for the Ruin of 


PI, Aſa and Europe ; and that Troy ſhould be 
lars taken by the Greeks, on her account. U See 
vers Orac. III. ver /. 2 52 — 370. 1 | 


Herophile, the Erythrean bill, among sehn. Po: 


*h1 2 A bk Oe IO = = 
ſer other ſurprizing Things, foretold that the i by 


Inhabitants of Lesbos ſhould. loſe their © 
Dominion over the Sea, a great while be- 
fore it came to paſs, L See Orac. V. very. 
F 35 HR : 
Zous ſaid, thataltho' ſuch things ſeemed Flut. Cur 
to reſemble Fables; yet the rebuilding and t wan 
migration of Grecian Cities; many Erup- Orac. Op. 
tions of barbarous Armies, and Deſtru- 2-398. 


old 
ful. 


the 
Ar- 
hat 
Jeed 
1 25 


An; 
Bre 


lim. 


thei 


that 
Ho. 
> O- 


Ari. 
the 
cen, 
to 
led, 
IV. 


lena 
2uld 


theſe Oracles. And then, as for thoſe 


the Hibylline Verſes, this 
fulfilled the Predictions about them: I 


the hot Ebullitionginthe Seas, the Ejacula- 


broad by the Storms ; together with the 
total Ruin of ſo many and ſo great Cities; 


that when ſoon after Men came to the Pla- 


ces they were in before, they could not 
tell where the Buildings, which are now 
all in Confuſion, once were. Now if 


things be ſo, it may be hardtobelieve theſe 
* b Predictions g 


Misfortunes which very lately happen d at 
Cuma and Puteoli in particular, and which 
were celebrated and famous long ago from 
Age has at laſt 


mean the Eruption of burning Mountains, 


tion of Stones and burning Maſſes, toſs d a- 


ctions of Governments, bear witneſs to 8 


A indication of 


A ” 

| Predictions; but harder to ſuppoſe they 

+ could be foretold without Divine A Ain. 
ance. [See Orac. paſſim; eſpecially Ill 

verſ. 127 — 133. V. veg. 309 — 316. 

"6! RON The ſame Authorelſewhere mentions al. 
quiſerd)a ſo the Sybills Predictions about the Erup 
Fiume, tion of Veſuvius, and the Conflagrationff 
l Tas [See Orac. V. verſ. 309 
| | Z15- | WY. | | 6 £4] 
"zl y The Chaldean S$y6ill was ſhe who fore 
told things concerning Alexander, the 

King of Macedon; who is mentioned by 
Nicanor, that wrote the Hiſtory of Alex. 

anders Life. | See Lactant. I. 6. and Orac 

III. ver /. O9. 109. &c. IV./86, &. 

Terry, I pray you confider what great Calami: 
Apologet: ties have befallen the World and the Ci 
N P- ties before the Days of Tiberius: i. e. be 
? fore the Advent of Chriſt. We read that 
Hjerapolis, and the Iſlands Delos, an 
Rhodes, and Coos were then deſtroy'd; 

and many Thouſands of Men with them, 

Pe palio. And elſewhere, Among the Iſlands there is 
II. Op p. now no Delos; and Samos is become 
132. Sand; and the Hbill appears, not to have 
been a falſe Propheteſs. L See Orac. III 


— wu exe f = © DÞÞ 


verſ. 285. 301. IV. werſ. 91. 92. Of 
Ahr: ſee above.] Ye . * 7 221 
XV. The Internal Characters, as well as 
External Teſtimonies do ſhew, that tht 
| Genuine or Divine Sibylls were excees- 


in 


— 


le Sibylline Oracles- 


ing Ancient: ; and in general earlier than 


il. the Days of Tarquin, when the ſpurious 
Ill - {dolatrous pretended Sibyll firſt oppear- 


in the World. 

This 1s fully proved by the Evidence 

following. 

(1.) The Genuine $ibyll has TER Pre- Seeabove, 
Widtions elder than Homer, or the Trojan 

; arit ſelf: And theſe Oracles, as to part 

of them at leaſt, are, as we ſhall ſee, better 

atteſted to by the Heathen: Writers than any 

ther, So that at leaſt thoſe old Au- 

Mthors believ'd that the Sill was of that 

racereat Antiquity. | 

: (2.) The Stile of theſe Oracles is by 6. £165 

Mſome great and good Judges eſteem'd very P 168, 

Ci like to that of Homer and Heft d, 

the oldeſt Greek Poets now extant; Nor 

do the Ancients fear to affert that Ho- 

mer himſelf borrow'd ſeveral of her Ver- 

ſes, and inſerted them into his Poem; as # abeve. 

one of the preſent Oracles does fortell he 

would do. Which things are at leaſt Signs 8 

that they are, and were ever juſtly eſteem d 8] 

to be of very great Antiquity,  - SetheTe 
(3.) The moſt Ancient Heathen Authors, — 

now extant, that mention theſe dib ylls, do e- par: * 

er ſuppoſe them very much oſder than 1 

ar their own Times; and frequently quote 4 the 

the other Authors much elder than themſelves : 
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any one that pretended to be eontempora 
ry with anyof them. LOA 
() Clement of Alexandria, that great 
Maſter of -Profane Antiquity, affirms di 
realy that one of the Szby/ls was anci 
enter than Orpheus himſelf : - Who yall 
was one of the Argonauts, and befor 
the Trojan War: i * 5; 290 
(5.) Diodorus Siculus puts Sibyll, th 
Daughter of Tireſſas, juſt after the taking 
of Thebes z or Juſt after the Expedition 
of the Argonauts: and confeſſes the Tra! 
dition was, that Homer ſtole a great dei 
from her. „ 
(6.) Suidas directly aſſures us that thi 
Erithreau S$ybill her ſelf was contemporary 
with the Argonauts, and before the Tro 
r . 
(J.) The Sibylline Oracles have be ei 
3 and made mention of ſo long, tha 
the Sibyll her ſelf muſt have been exceed 
ing ancient, For it is plain that Hera 
clitus, the famous Grecian Philoſopher 
in Plutarch, ſoon after the Days of Tar: 


Juin, not only ſpeaks of the Nature 0 


theſe Oracles, that they were grave, with. 
vut Ornament, or Decrit: which Char 
cters agree well with theſe Genuine Ora- 
cles ſtill extant; but alſo directly implies, 
what is moſt highly remarkable, that ſhe 

had then Prophecyed a Thouſand ears 


hich 


* 


tbe Sibylline Orac les. 
hich Account makes her older than the 
ſrgonaut s; and nearly contemporary with 
grea es himſelf. 5 
s dill (8) All the Chronologers and Ancient 
anciRuthors, who directly ſet down, or in 


Pora 


eneral mention, from the earlier Records 


ben extant, at what Time any of the di- 
11s lived, do agree to this their great An- 


ty iquity. Thus Heraclides Ponticus, in 


earro, ſays that one of them was as old 
ions the Days of Cyrus. Thus Itrabo makes 
he Sybill born at Eythræ ſo ancient, 
What he looks on another Propheteſs born 
at the ſame Place in the time of Alexan- 
der to be later than ſhez and elſewhere 
peaks of the Ancient Hill of Erythræ as 
der than Athenais. Thus alſo Pauſa- 


bill, as exceeding Ancient; as Elder than 
the War of Troy; and as one that fore- 
told the ſame. Th 


the ſame Age with the Sphinx, or before 
the Argonauts. Thus Suidas reckons the 
Delphick Sibyll as earlier than the Trojan 
War; the Erythrean, in one place, as 483 


ra years later, but elſewhere as earlier than 
ra- that War: The Chaldean, or Hebrew, or 
ies Perſic Sybill as one that foretold Things 
ſneſ belonging to Alexander of Macedon; the 
ars Helleſponticꝶ as living in the Days of 2 

Wn | on 


nias reckons our Herophile, the Erythrean 


us Stephanus De Urbi- 
as, from Phlegon, places one Hbill as of 


61 
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lon and Cyrus: And another in the Time 
of the Judges, or in the Days of Pharaoh, 
or Taracho King of Egypt. Thus Ce. 
drenus reckons the Cumean $y6:11 to have 
liv'd in the Days of Amazzas, the Son of 
' Foaſh; the Samonean in the Days of Jo. 
ſias; the Samian in the Days of Darius 
 Aſtyages. Thus Virgil and others ever 
ſuppoſe their Cumean or Cuman $ybill to 
have livd at the Time of the Trojan 
War. Thus Boccus, for Boethus.] in 
Solinus ſuppoſes that the Delphic y:byll 
foretold the Trojan War, and that Hr 
mer inſerted many of her Verſes into his 
Poems; that the Erythrean was only ſome 
Tears later than the other; and the Cu. 
man ſtill. later. Juſtin Martyr, tho? he, 
by miſtake, ſuppoſes Beroſus the Hiſtorian 
of Babylon to be Father of one ot the Sybille, 
does elſewhere, in exact Agreement with 
the other Teſtimonies, affirm that the H- 
bil was Zeyauulerh, x, 0960 £% PAAGUE, ex- 
ceeding ancient. And Tertullian expreſly 
ſays, that ſhe was ancienter than all the 
Heathen Learning. So that this Propofi- 
tion is indiſputable in all Antiquity. | 
N. B. As the earlieſt Cronological Cha- 
racter in the preſent genuine Oracles im- 
plies that ſome Parts of them were writ- 
ten before the Trojan War; fo do ſeve- 


ral other, and particularly the lateſt that !* 
85 have 


the Sibylline Oracles: 


have obſerv'd, I mean that which men- 
tions 1500 Years then. paſt fince the firſt 


Introduction of 3 into Greece, im- 
ply other Parts to | 
later. Tis probable therefore that ſeveral 


of the Diſtin& Oracles were delivered by 


ſeveral Hills or Propheteſſes; and that 
they were all at laſt put together into one 
Collection, and by the Generality look ' d 


on as the Oracles of the moſt Ancient, 


written much 


% 


6 ; 


and moſt famous $7by// her ſelf only. Nor 


are thoſe odd ſort of Traditions among the 


Heathen, that the $4917 livd near a Thou- 
ſand Years after She was Dead; nor thoſe 
other full Accounts that there were ſeveral 


Sibyllr in ſeveral Ages and Countries, to 
be accounted for without this Obſerva- 

N. B. That lateſt Character of 1500 
Years ſince the firſt Introduction of Idola- 


try into Greece, by its earlieſt Tyrannical 


Kings, 3 that Oracle as low as the 


Babylonian 
lower than Malachi. For if we believe 


what is ſaid about the Kingdom of Sicyon, 


and date our Period from e_Zpzaleus, who 
is ſuppoſed by the Lord Biſhop of Mor- 
ceſter, in his moſt accurate Chronological 
Tables, publiſhed byj his Chaplain the 
learned Mr. Marſbal; to begin to reign 


2090 Years before the Chriſtian /#74; 


theſe 


aptivity, orperhaps ſomewhat 


* 
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theſe 1300 Years will. 425g us, in | the 
ſame Tables, tothe Babyloniſh Captivity. 
But if we omit that Epocha as ſomewhat 
uncertain; and derive the Grecian K ings 
from the Argives, and from Inachus 
their firſt King, whoſe beginning the ſame 


Tables place 18 57 before the Chriſtian ra, 


verſal Times from the 
the Babyloniſb Captivity, or till the Days oed 


the ſame 1500 Years will bring us 
ſomewhat later than Malachi. - And theſy 
Characters ſeem nearly to take in the whole 
Period dan d to all the Genuine Hibylli; 
and to imply, t 5 they propheſied at ſe- 

ut of Moſes, till 


the Prophet Malachi, the laſt of the He: 
brew Writers of the Old Teſtament. --; : | 
Corollary, While God ſent his Jewiſb Pro 


phets to the Nation of the Fews, from Aaſei 


to Malachi; he ſeems alſo to have ſent, 
all along, theſe Gentile Propheteſſes to 


the Gentiles; for their Guidance, and Di 
rection, and Caution in Religious Mar 
ters. 


XVI. Theſe Siby ll ine Oraclecare eee 
gly confirm 4 by thaſe Authentic Aecounts 
we have in Joſephus, Tacitus, and Sueto- 
nius, concerning an Ancient aud Confiant 
Tradition, taken out of ſome Sacerdotd 
Books, and ſpread all abroad before tht 


Days of Veſpaſian, that ſome Perſon or In 
People coming out of the Eaſt, and in 


particular out of Judea, ſhoula, —_— 
T al 


the Sibylline Oratles. 63 
that very time, obtain the Dominion over 
he World: Since no other Original of 


* 


at is Tradition can, upon any good Eui- 
vs uence, be pretended; and ſince it is ſo 
us lainly contain d in theſe Sibylline Ora- 
wile. % I: VV 
3 What moſt of all, ſays Joſenbus, en- Hifryof 
us Fourag'd the Jes to undertake the War, yy. 12. 
eas an Oracle, of a doubtful Interpreta- p. 561. 
le ion, which was found in the ſacred Books, 

ei hat ſome who ſhould ariſe from their 
e-MCountry, at that Time, ſhould obtain the 

ill mpire of the World. This they interpret- 


das belonging to themſelves; and a great 
umber of the wiſe Men were impos d upon 
y that Interpretation; whereas in reality 
his Oracle was meant of the Empire of 
Veſpaſian, who was created Emperor 
n Fudea, a _ 
It was, ſay Tacitus, an Opinion Annal, v. 
red in the Minds of a great many, 
hat there was a Prediction in the An- 
tent Sacerdotal Books, that at this very 


Time, the Eaſtern Peopleſhould prevail : and 
hat thoſe who ſhould come out of Judea 
to · Mould obtain the Empire of the World. 
n There was, ſays Suetonius, all over 1a rit. Iv. 
tal the Eaſt an 2 and Conſtant Noti- 
the en, that the Fates had decreed, that thoſe 
ho ſhould come, at that Time, out of 
in iudea, ſhould obtain the Empire of the 
out MY or ld. This, which, if we may judge 
2 HR E = 


r 


404 Lriſing of the] Sun, who ſhall make all th 
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by the Event, was foretold of a Roman 
Emperor, the Jes apply'd to their own 
Nation; and thereupon brake out int, 

Rebellion. : 
Some of the principal Clauſes in th 
genuine Jibylline Oracles hereto relating 

1 ane theſe. 

After that Romy ſhall Rule over Egypt 
— uniting it to its Empire, then the great 
393 Kingdom of the Immortal King ſhall ap: 
397- pear among Men; and a Holy King ſhall 
come, who ſhall govern all theW orld, fot 
all Ages of Time to come; 
L. Il. ver. And then God ſhall ſend aKingfromth "ul 


Earth to ceaſe from War, by killing ſome 
and making Leagues with others. And h 
ſhall not do all theſe Things by his owt 
Counſel; butconfiding inthe Decrecsofth 
eat God, which are good. | After whid 
comes a Prediction about the happy Sten 
of the Fews at laſt. ] 
- on O Father of all, Spare the pleaſant : i 
333. fruitful Land of great Fudea; that we mi 
deliver thy Laws: For this Land. Ga 
firſt *enriched with his Bounty; that 
may appear to all Men to be the firlt ( 
all other in thy Favour, and that it may a 
tend to what God hath promiſed. _ 
That theſe Clauſes do directly incluc 
what that ancient and conſtant Traditio 


9 


7 the Sibylline Oracles. 
| over the Eaſt delivered, is very plain; 


eſtament, I do not abſolutely deny; tho? 


hecy to that Time and Occafion ; nor is 


7ew;ſb and not a Gentile Oracle in this 

ace: But that the Heathens, ſuch as 
WF zcitus and Suetonius; and thoſe anci- 
Int and numerous Witneſſes they ſpeak 
, all over the Eaſt, ſhould have the Tra- 
tion from the Fewiſs Prophecies, which 
bey deſpis'd, rather than from the Si- 
ne Oracles, which they admir'd, is not 
ey credible ; and is not ſupported by any 


„hat this Tradition was deriv'd from theſe 
„racles; and that therefore they were 


and of no leſs than Divine Authority among 

lem. | 8 

WI XVII.TheſeSibyllineQracles are alſogreat- 
h confirwd by the Fourth Eclogue of Vir- 

gil; which was written befpre our Savi- 

our was born ; and yet does moſt clearly 

and expreſly belong to ſome famous Pre- 
e no. diffions 


at the Fews might have ſuch an Opi- 
jon from ſome Prophecies in the Old 


cannot be proved that they did then 
nderſtand or apply any particular Pro- 


very Clear in Foſephus that he meant a 


adence at all. So that I conclude it to be 
Wighly probable, if not ina manner certain, 


When generally eſteem'd by the Heathens, 
lover the Eat, as Ancient, Genuine, 
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ide the happieſt Age of all, when Cie 


Poem of Virgil is a moſt evident Atteſ 


ſo expreſs an Alluſion to theſe genuine O 
cles; which for the main are built up 
this Notion That the World, ſince th 


with any tolerable Probability,” be 2 
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dictions ftill extant in theſe Oracles, en 
cerning ſuch a Perſon who was 10 con 
into the World, and to reſtore FJuſtia 
Peace, Piety and Plenty to it. 

Virgil Prefaces this Eclogue with 
Promiſe of Singing therein of Events. 
a more than ordinary Nature; and the 
adds, Now we may expect the laſt of thi 
Ages which the Cumean Verſes have fai 
told. And ſo goes on with ſuch a Noh 
Deſcription of that laſt happy Age, as 
very agreeable to theſe Oracles, the 
commonly afcrib'd to the Cumean Fibyl 
as any one may eaſily find upon the Con 
N But what is moſt remarkabl 

ere is this, that all that happy State th 
here ſaid to belong to the laſt of the Ari 
mention d by this Sibyll; which carri 


© Flood, is divided imo 10 or 11 Ag" 
© and that the /aft of thoſe Ages was 


would ſend a great King to govern : | 
the World in Righteouſneſs, Fence, a. 
Proſperity; that this Eclogue cannd 


ofs | 


ly'd to any thing elle. So that v 


tion, not only to thoſe particular Branch: 4 


the Sibylline Oracles. 
Wf the Oracles which ſpeak of that laſt 
Wappy Age, but y the whole Drift and 
'Wcnor of them; ſo far at leaſt as the Pre- 
&ions belonging diſtinRly to the ſeveral 
ges of the World do — Which is no 
all part of what I here preſent to the 
Wcader for Genuine. 
N. B. That by this Cumæum Carmen or 
eſe Cumean Verſes, Virgil means not 
od 's Poems, as ſome have fancied of 
tez but the Sibylline Oracles, is very 
in; becauſe the ſame Author ever elſe- 
here calls the Sihl Cumean or Cuman, 
d never calls Heſiod ſo; becauſe, on the 
ntrary, he calls Heſiod elſewhere by a- 
ther Name, Aſcræus Vates, the Aſcrean 
© Wet: Becauſe the Things aſcribed here 
* IL irgil to this Cumean Poem are ſtill 
tant in the Genuine Part of the S$74y/- 
W- Oracles; and becauſe all the Ancient 
MWmmentators on the Place do agree 
it Virgil here meant the Sibylline 
acles and not Heſiads Poems. So that 
ſe who, to ſervea turn, and diſparage theſe 
cles, interpret Virgil otherwiſe of late, 
it not from Judgment, Eeiende or 
cient Teſtimonies; but meerly from 
os Prejudice, and plain Partiality. _ 
XVIII. Theſe Sibylline Oracles are alſo 
a4 little confirmed y abundance of 0- 
7 Ancient Heathen Teſtimonies and 
| E 3 M0 Traditions, 


7 
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Traditions, relating to true Religion: ſui 
as the Worſhip of One Cod; the Conflagr, 
tion of the World ; the Renovation of 
again; the Future Fudgment ; the gen 


ral Reſurreftion ; and the Rea 


2nd Puniſtments hereafter: all which N 


tions are clearly contain'd in theſe Or 
ries. - „ | 
That there were ſuch true, noble, a 
important Notions all along among t 
Heathen World, and eſpecially amo 
the Platonicks and Stoicks, is certi 


and undeniable: That they could not 


be deriv'd from the Books of the 0 
Teſtament, at leaſt not before the 8 
Zuagint Tranſlation, is almoſt equally c 
tain and undeniable : And that they 
every one of them contain'd in theſe Sh 
line Oracles, will be obvious, upon pe 
ſal, to every Reader. Whence it is 
a Natural Inference, That thoſe Notit 
were therefore moſt probably deriv'd fr 
theſe Oracles; and that by Conſeque: 
the Oracles are True and Genuine, 

were all along allow'd for Sacred and 
ſpired by the Heathen World. Nor 
eaſy to avoid the Force of this Evide 
for them, if we remember, that ſome 


_ theſe Notions were very ungrateful to 
Pagans, and dire&ly contrary to their | 
clinations, Superſtitions, and Practices; 
6 | „ „„ - ud 


2 Sibylline Oracles. 
therefore not likely to find Encourage- 


„ment among them; but upon ſuch Evi- 


dence and Credentials at firſt as were plain- 
iy undeniable. 


XIX. Theſe Sibylline Oracles are great- | 


confirm d, as to their Univerſal Re- 
ception, Contents, and Sacred Autherity, 


by what the Ancient Heathen Writers do 


every where ſay concerning them. 
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Thus Heraclitus, about 500 Years be- See the 
fore Chrift, affirms that the Sibyll did not _—_— 


ſpeak of her own Head, but by Divine 7, — 


Aſſiſtanee. 


Opſopœus 


Thus Plato, not very longafterwards, de- m un: 


clares:he took the Sibyll for one that de- 
lvered Divine Oracles and profeſſes that 
that ſort of Divine Enthuſiaſm which ſuch 


as ſhe were agitated by, was exceeding bene- 


ficial to Mankind; and that the div was 
one of thoſe who, by a Divine Power of 
Divination, foretold many future E- 
Vents. 

Thus Ariſtotle, a little later, ſuppoſes 
the Sibyll to be one of thoſe that were a- 
gitated by a Divine Enthuſiaſm; which he 
aims: to give ſome Natural Account of: 
And elſewhere he ſpeaks of that Cave 
whence the Cumean, which he reckons 
the ſame with the Erythrean S$:byll, gave 


Divine Oracles; and fays ſhe lived long, 


and continued always a Virgin. 


E 4 Cicero 
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Cicero ſpeaks of two ſorts of involuntary 
Agitations; the one in Sleep; the other 


the Enthufiaſm of Divination z. which ap- 


pear'd principally in the SJ:&yl/ime Ver. 


ſes, and particularly in thoſe of the Ery. 
threan Sibyll, He alſo elſewhere argues 


againſt the Roman Sibylline Oracles be- 


cauſe of their being ſo Artful, and Acro- 


ſticks ; which did not anſwer the Enthu- 
fiaſtick Diſorder which was ever noted in 


the true Sibyll. | | 


Varro, who was eſteem'd the moſt 


Learned of the Ancients, is large upon 
the Buſineſs of the J:bz//s: He looks on 
them all as inſpired Propheteſſes: He 
ſays there were Ten of them, in diffe- 


rent Ages and Countries; whom he enu- 


merates, from the Ancienter Authors that 


mention them; ſuch as Nicanor, Euripi- 
des, Chryſippus, Nævius, Pi ſo, Apollodo. 


rus of Erythræ, Eratoſthenes, from the 


Ancient Annals of Samos, and Heracli. 


des Ponticus. . 
Diodorus Siculus ſays, that Daphne, 
the Daughter of Tireſias, was as well 
{kilFd inthe Art of Divination as her Fa- 
ther; and that upon her being often un- 
der Divine Inſpiration, and giving Ora- 
cles, ſhe was called by all a Szby//; be- 


cuauſe to act asa Sibyll, and to be Inſpired, 


are the ſame Thing. by 


Virgil, 


4 
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the Sibylline Oracles. 


Virgil, and the other Poets, every where 


ſuppoſe the Sibyll to be inſpired; and that 
a Sibylline Oracle was ever of moſt Sa- 
cred Authority. 1 Ms 

N. B. Joſephus the Few does, for cer- 


tain, as will hereafter appear, directly cite 


theſe Jibylline Oracles as ancient, and of 


Authority for the Confirmation of ſome 


Branches of Sacred Hiſtory. Nay he leaves 


room for Suſpicion that he elſewhere di- 


rely ſtiles them Sacred Books alſo; in 


that Famous Paſſage already alledg*d under 
the XVIth Propofition, 0 
XX. Theſe Sibylline Oracles are alſo 


greatly confirm'd, as to their Univerſal 
Reception, Contents, and Sacred Autho- 
rity, by what the Firſt Chriſtian Writers, 
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in the Face of all the World, do ſay concern- + 


ing them. 


Thus the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 5 
quote the Sibyll for the Reſurrection of the . 


Body, the Conflagration, the Renovation 
of Things, the future Judgment, and the 
Rewards and Puniſhments hereafter, by 


the Name of a Gentile Propheteſs; and 


ſuppoſe it next to impoſſible for the Hea- 
then to deny her Authority” 
Thus Paul himſelf is introduced by Cle- 


ment of Alexandria, from a more Anci- 


ent Author, as appealing to the di, and 
Exhorting the Heathens to conſult her 


Writings, 


74 Vudic 
Writings, for the Belief of one God, and 
of the foretelling of 


Books preſerv'd over all the World; as 


phetick Writings themſelves. He reckon 


| obſerve the Contents of her Oracles, and hoy 


ing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and how ſly 
did in her Inſpired Oracles teach then 


0 
the Coming of our Saviour 7e ſus Chrif, 


© "a: | 1 
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ture Events by 
Thus Hermas ſpeaks of the $ybi/l as of 
an Ancient Woman, ſomeway allyed 1 
the Church of God. 


Thus Fuſtin Martyr, in his Exhortat 
on to the Greeks, appeals to the Sibylla 
exceeding Ancient; as one that had he 


pable in ſome meaſure to teach the Gen 
tiles the true Worſhip of God, from he 
powerful Inſpiration, and by her Oracle 
even in a near Alliance to the Jewiſß Pro. 


that Plato alſo plainly cited her, an 
look'd on her as really inſpired, and a tru 
Propheteſs: He deſires the Heathen t 


ſhe did clearly and openly foretell the com 


that the Gods, ſo called by them, had n 
real Being at all; and did moſt clearly an 
nly proclaim beforehand what concern: 


and all the Things he was to perform; an 
that their Peruſal was kee e a fit Pre 


paration for the reading of the Scriptut 
rophecies themſelves, And elſewher: 


in his very firſt F amous Apology to the 


= 
* 
r 
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Roman Emperors, he plainly affirms that 


the Contents of the Sibylls were ſo clear 


for the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion, a- 


gainſt Polytheiſm and Idolatry, that by 
the Inſtin& and Inſtigation of Evil Spirits 
it had been made Capital among the Pa- 
gans to read the Books of Hyſtaſpes, of dͤi- 


, and of the Prophets. 


Thus Athenagoras, when he quotesthe 


 Sibylh, takes Notice that Plato had made 


mention of her alſo. 

Thus Theophilus of Antioch, when he 
ſo largely quotes the Proem, or moſt no- 
ble Preface' to theſe Oracles, does it as 
owning the whole a Prophecy; and takes 
it for granted that the Sihl was a true 
Propheteſs among the Greeks, and the o- 
ther Nations, as were the Scripture Pro- 


phets among the Jeu: And ſuppoſes it evi- 


dent that the Contents of that Proem 


were true, uſeful, juſt, and agreeable to all 


Men. | 
Thus Clement of Alexandria, when he 
citesthe Sibyllins Oracles, does it in one place 


under the Appellation of a Propheteſs, as 


wellas a Poet: In another, under the Name 


of an Hebrew Propheteſs who gave Di- 
vine Oracles : In another, under that of 
the firſt $2by//, the Propheteſs ; and adds, 


She did very divinely uſe an Expreſſion. 
He elſewhere ſays that {Jerac/izys affirm'd 
dy . 
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the Silyll did not appear to act like an or- 


dinary Perſon, but by Divine Aſſiſtanee. 
; To paſs by Origen, whoſe words I have 


already produced on behalfof theſe $;4y//ine 


Oracles: Thus laſtly Tertullian affirms, 
that the Sibyll was a true Propheteſs, who 
foretold what was true to Mankind. All 
which things will appear from their own 
Words to be at large produced hereaf- 
ter. . | ['# 2 
So that, as it ſeems probable from the 
Quotation of theſe Oracles by Foſephus, 
that the Learned Fews did not deny their 
ſacred Authority; Solis it certain that both 
the Ancient Heathen Writers before and af. 
terChrift, andthe Primitive Chriſtian Wris 
tersofthethree firſt Centuries, did with one 
Conſent own their ſacred Authority alſo. 
VN. B. Our preſent Copies of the gee 


nuine or Divine Oracles, even without the 
Allowance of the Spurious Parts above 


mentioned, do contain in a manner all the 


Quotations belonging to them in Heathen, 


Jewiſh, or Chriſtian Antiquity : although 


the ancient Fragments belonging to the 


ſpurious or Idolatrous $by/ls, collected by 


Op/opens, in his excellent Edition of theſe 
Books, are not a few: None of which do - 


now appear in the preſent Copies; nor 


can we indeed now compare them with 


that Second Capitoline Collection, to which 
| 1 
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the Sibylline Oracles: 
theſe Fragments ſeem to have the neareſtalli- 


ance; becauſe that Collection, either as it was 
at firſt, or as afterward improv'd, was never 


it ſelf diſtinctly made publick but, as we 


have ſeen, periſhed in the Days of Ho- 
noris. | : . | 

N. B. The Contents of the Genuine O- 
racles are plainly ſuch, that it cannot, with 
any ſhew of Reaſon, be ſuppos d, that either 


Heathens, or Fews, or Chriſtians, could be 


the Forgers of them, or of thoſe parts 


which are moſt liable to Suſpicion in them. 


Not Heathens to be ſure: Becauſe they 
are directly level'd againſt them, and their 
Wickedneſs, Idolatry, and Superſtition, 
Not Jews: Becauſe they plainly fore- 
tell that Overthrow of their State and 


Temple by the Romans, which we all 


know they never would believe ; that 
Conflagration of the World, Renovation 
of it again, Reſurrection of the Body, fu- 
ture Judgment, and the Rewards and 


Puniſhments hereafter; with the ſeveral 


Periods of the Four Monarchies, the 
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Reign of Antichriſt, and ſeveral Circum- 


ſtances as to the coming of their Meſſias, 


which their own Sacred Books had either 


never ſoclearly diſcover'd to them, or they 
had never fully underſtood them in thoſe 
Senſes. Beſides the Confideration of the 
main Current of the whole Oracles; 

| which 


— 
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| which ſhew them to be of Genti/?, and 


not of Fewsfh Original. I need not ſure 
add that they could not be of Chriſtian 
Extraction, becauſe tis plain and evident 
that many of the ancient Quotations, 
even of the Paſſages of this Nature, were 
earlier than Chriſtianity ; and others in the 
very beginning of it; even before any 
Chriſtians were skilful enough in the 


. Heathen Learning to be the Authors of 


them; and becauſe the very firſt Chriſtian 
Writers that were capable, do ever quote 
them, in the open view of all Men, as 
then very Ancient, very well known, and 


univerſally receiv'd over all the Heathen 
—_.. 


VN. B. Leſt the Reader ſhould be temp- 
ted to go into 1/aac Vaſſius's Hypotheſis, 
which is the only one that is not Intolerable, 
vig. That the Fews had impos d upon the 
Heathens, and made ſeveral Oracles com- 
pos d by ſome among themſelves to paſs 
with them for really Sibylline, and ſo to 
be admitted even into the Second Capito. 
line Copy it ſelf, I ſhall defire him to ob- 


ſerve, that this is meer Hypotheſis, deſtitute 


of all Evidence in the World ; and to conſider 
the ſtrong Arguments which the very learned 
Fabriciusbringsagainſt it, intheſe his remark- 


able Words which I recommend to his ſerious 


Peruſal upon this Occafion. * Theſe Oracles 
| Re were 
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the Sibylline Oracle: 


© were not, ſays he, forged by the Jews, Roth 


© The Jews were never wont to ſpread = — z- 


abroad falſe Prophecies among the Gen- 223. 
tiles; but were in that reſpect ever moſt 
« religiouſly careful: And while they were 
© poſſeſs'd of the True and Divine Pro- 
« phets at home, they were ſollicitous nei- 
« ther to add any thing to them, nor take 
« any thing from thew. There is ſcarce 
any mention made, and never any value 
« put upon the Siby/line Books by the 
« Jews. Joſepbus does indeed, by the 
« way, mention them; but that only once: 
Philo not once. Nor, that I can poſ- 
« ſibly learn, have the Talmudick Writers 
« any regard for them. We never read 
that the Heathens objected this to the 
Jeus, that they forged or interpolated the 
« Sibylline Verſes; tho' we do read ſuch a 
Thing objeQed to the Chriſtians. Tis 
« incredible to ſuppoſe that the Roman 
Legates, Octacilius Craſſus, and the others, 
« ſhould either at Erythræ or elſewhere, 
either in Greece or Egypt, gather toge- 
« ther and meanly pick up Oracles from 
the Fews, whom they all deſpiſed and 
© hated. To conclude, The Sibylline 
* Teſtimonies concerning Chriſt, alledg d 
« by the Fathers, are generally of that 
0 > Fam and do fo plainly and clearly be- 
© long to him, that they could not be 
9 a © written 


8e 


ſeems to me to clear both the Fews and 


Few, and by the Primitive Chriſtians, ar 


AV: ndication, &c. 


a * written by any Jeu whomſoever, be⸗ 
4 ” fore the Birth of our Sauiour. 


N. B. There is one farther Obſervati. 
on which I have made in Antiquity, which 


Chriſtians in this Matter, and which! 
ſhall leave with the Judicious Reader, for 
a Concluſion. 24 

It is this; That of the whole preſent Calle: 
Aion, the very ſame Books and parts of 
Books which are quoted by Feſephus the 


alſo, andare alone quoted' or referr'd to by 
the Ancient Heathens, both before and af. 
ter Chriſt : Which Remark ſeems to me al- 
moſt decretory; and above all things elſe to 
confirm the xetine Authority of theſe 
Oracles, 


ye 
nit 
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Wien tho' we ſhould believe the Heathens 


| FTC 
c FF.. ee et ot Fe 
. PRI i 


0 ob $5 25% 
* . ; 


5 4 3 8 5 N 5 a F 
1 F 9 A » 5 4 * 5 F 1 * 
1 FI" 4. "i. PY b 3A ho hb. 
Gs. : 2 7 — *— , _ _ — — : — 4 * 
7 - > | * ” * - 
* * . 
. — _ — £ * 
— 8 n 1 4 RE - K 
* — 
3 F * WW / — —_—_ _ 
; ; : r 


w_— 


( OROLLARTIES fy omthe wh ole. . 


HAT common Opinion of the Mo- 
dern Criticks, as if the Sibylline O- 


cles, quoted by the moſt primitive Chri- 
ians, were ſpurious, and forged by ſome 


mong themſelves, a little before the mid. 


Ile of the Second Century; and from ſuch a 


aged Copy were alledg d by thoſe Primi- 


ive Writers for their Religion, is not onlx 
tighly diſhonourable to Chriſtianity, but ut= _ 
erly Falſe in it ſelf, and Unſupported by any = 


uſt Foundation in the World. 


eathens, long before our Saviour was 
orn, did conſtantly believe theſe Sibylline 
Dracles to be of a Divine Original, and deli- 
ered them under that Notion to thoſe a- 


ong them who afterward embracd Chri- 
anity; and ſince it was impoſſible for the 


hriſtians afterward to trace their begin- 
ing themſelves; thoſe Primitive Chriſti- 


n Writers, who did believe and cite them 


s Genuine and Inſpired, are not to be 
lamed for ſuch their Belief and Citation; 


niſtaken in that their ſuppoſed Divine Ori- 


5 


32 


De non apparentilus, & non. exiſtentili 


themſelves, they cannot affect us, but at 


line Oracles are every where agreeable 1 


ſame great Revolutions of Providence tha 


Since Foſephus the Few ſeems to quoi 


dickions were of old obſerv'd to be fi 
tilled in After-Times, and ſeveral others d 
them have been fultilled in later Age 


A Vindicatim of | 
gin, and in their Traditions concerning gen 


them. The Reaſon is plain, that the 5 


Chriſtians went by the beſt Evidence they 
had, or could have; and therefore ought 
not tobe blamed for acting as they did it 
that Matter. It being a known Axiom 


pir 


eadem eft ratio: Whatever things are in 


cording to what appears, and the Evident 
we baut for hem. OO IR 
III. Since the Contents of theſe 3:41 


Scripture, and foretell, for the Main, thi 


they do; tho' without any Evidence that 
they were any way derived from then 
Since they were all along own'd by the An 
clent Heathens themſelves, as true and d 
vine, even notwithſtanding their plain Op 
poſition to their Wickedneſs and Idolatij 


them as ſacred alſo: Since the Primitnt 
Chriſtians did ever look upon them under thi 
Character: And ſince ſeveral of their Pre 


It is not reaſonable for this Age to reced 
from the Ancient Opinion in this Matter 
without any new and good Evidence to ther 

77 N | contrary 


the Sibylline Oracles. 


ſibylline Oracles to have been divinely in- 


ye are not our ſelves fully able to trace 


Wet to ſhew how they are every one to be 
nderſtood, or have been cvery one ful- 


ity of the Books of the Old and New 


W IV. It appears therefore, that tho God 
oe poſitive Laws, or an Inſtitution of re- 
ArWigious Worſhip, only tothe eus, and in- 
ruſted them only with thoſe. Divine Ora- 
* that related to the ſame, yet that he 
id not wholly confine Divine Inſpiration 


* eligion of Nature, and the right Wor- 
Whip of himſelf, as the One true God, a- 
mong the Heathen alſo, all along by theſe 


M Oracles even till the Light of the Chriſtian 


Revelation was ſpread over the World, 

V. Theſe Sibylline Oracles will deſerve 
da more careful Study than has hitherto been 
afforded them; and in particular a more 


ontrary 3 But they ought fiill to allow the 
pired : tho at this great diftance of Time : 
heir firſt Originals and Credentials; nor 
led to this Day, Only according to this 
enſtant Rule, that their Authority be ſtill 
How'd ſo much inferior to the Autho- 
eſtamert, as the Evidence for the one is 


Waferior to that we have for the other; 
Which ought tobe the Standardof judging 


o that Nation; but ſupported the Law and 


theſexa& Inquiry into old Hiftory and Geo- 
F F 3 graphy 


33 


34 


vents have all along correſponded to the vi 


FJannos and Fambres, the Egyptian Magicl. 


reticks, on the other. And as the former 
ſpiration. 


theſe Silylline Oracles, as Divinely ir: 


great Advantage both to profane and ſi- 
cred Learning. 2 


Wake l * 2 *. 1 * I 
4 : - No ” : * 
, 


graphy; that we may ſee how far the E. Ge 


Predictions therein contain'd., . _ 


VI. There ſeems to have been the | very th 


fame difference between the Author or Au. 7 


thors of the Gennine or Original, and oi of 
the Spurious or Roman Sibylline Oracle, Mt Ct 
that there was between Moſes on one fide, ani of 


ans, on the other: Between the true Pro- 
phets of the Fews on one ſide, and the falſe 
ones on the other: Between Chri/# and 
his Apoſtles on one fide, and Simon Magus 
with his Followers, the primitive real He: 


ſeem moſt probably to have been of Di. 
vine, ſo do the latter moſt certainly appear, 
if of any, to have been of Diabolical ni 


VII. Since both the Ancient Heathe 
and Primitive Chriſtians ſo often quotc 


ſpired, the exact Knowledge of them will 
be very uſeful for the fuller underſtanding 
of thoſe Ancient Authors, their Doctrine 
and Traditions; and ſo cannot but be of 


_— | 

VIII. Hence ariſes a new and a ver 

great Confirmation both of Natural Reli n 

gion, with its great Truths, the Being off e 
1 Ooc, 


. 5 5 3 r 1 

the Sibylline Oracles;*- 
God, his Unity, his Power, and his Pro- 
vidence in the Government of the World, 


with the Rewardsand Puniſhments in ano- | 
ther State: of Revealed Religion, both | 


7ewiſh and Chriſtian z ſuch as the Dactrines 
of Divine Preſcience and Inſpiration, the 
Coming of a Saviour, the Reſurrection 
of the Body, the Conflagration of the 


World, its Renovation again, the general 


Judgment, with the Reſtoration of the 
Jews, and the like great important Points 
contain'd in the Old and New Teſtament: 
And all this Confirmation comes from a 
diftin& Original, and from Heathens, 
themſelves, who appearto have had no Com- 
munication with the Few: Prophets all 
the Time of the Delivery of theſe Oracles 
© which Circumſtance is of the greateſt Weight 
n hubs.” AAA OT 
N. B. When I allow the Sacred Au- 
thority of theſe Sibylline Oracles, which I 


herepubliſh as Genuine; I deſire it may be ob- 


ſerv'd, that I do ſo only in groſs and in ge- 


neral: That theſe are, for the main, thoſe 


Oracles which the Heathens before and af- 
ter Chriſt, and the Chriſtians of the three 


* z withqut pretending to juſtifie every 
iſtinct Clauſe or Oracle, either to be 
now, or to have been then as it was ori- 


\ 


ginally written: But allowing that full as 


great 


firſt es allowed and quoted as genu- 
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A Vindication, &c- 


great ImperfeQtions, Additions, Interpols; 
| — and Alterations have all cou 


made in theſe, as we commonly meet with 
inother Monuments that are of any great 
Antiquity. e 753 Tha 
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ADVERTISME NT. 
T HE Engpli(h Tranſlation is Sir John 
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Floyer's , but ſo much corrected by my 
ſelf, as to be in a manner equivalent to a 


New Tranſlation. The Notes are alſo 


ſometimes taken from him ; but generally are 

my own: Becauſe he ſtem'd to me very of- 
ten to miſtake and miſinterpret theſe Oracles; 
and this not ſeldom in caſes of the great- 

eft eaſe, and where the ſame was moſt ob- 
vious. I have not here ſet down all the Teſti- 
monies I alledge in their Originals, as T have 
commonly done elſewhere, becauſe they are 
ſo numerous; and becauſe they are moſt of 
them in Gallzus's Edition of the Sibylline 
Oracles, and almoſt all of them in that much 
ancienter and better Edition of them by 
Opſopœus. To which the Learned and In- 
guiſitiue Reader is therefore to be referred 
for more compleat Satisfaction. 
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New Tranſlation, The Notes are alſo 
ſometimes taken from him; but generally are 
my own: Becauſe he ſeem d to me very of= 
ten to miſtalłe and miſinterpret theſe Oracles; 
and this not ſeldom in caſes of the great- 
e eaſe, and where the ſame was moſt ob- 
vious. I have not here ſet down all the Teſti- 
monies I alledge in their Originals, as I have 
commonly done elſewhere; becauſe they are 
ſo numerous; and becauſe they are moſt of 
them in Gallzus's Edition of the Sibylline 
Oracles, and almoſt all of them in that much 
ancienter and better Edition of them by 
Opſopœus. To which the Learned and In- 
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v "EV 3 77 ORD Canal, and vile len, bow 
. bon are Lou pefied up 2 Not conſi- 
dering that You muſt bie. You don't 
9205 tremble at, and fear che Supream God; 
who governs you, who knows, ſees, 
nd obſerves all Things; who is the Creator 
hat preſerves all Things, who ſent his pleaſant 
pirit into all Things, arid made him the Goyer- 
or of all 1 There is one God, _ a- 
dne R is very Great, Unbegotten, m- 
Nene, 8 elb* He alone ſees all Things but 
annot be feen by any Mortal; for what Fleſh 
an behold the Celeſtial, True, and Immortal God 
ith his Eyes, who lives in Heaven; ſince Men, 
ho are born Mortals, of Bones, Fleſh, ind Veins, 
hot N behold he ſhining Beams of the 
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105 i Worſhip him who is the only Governour 
e the World, who alone is from everlaſting to 


verlaſting; He exiſts from himſelf, is Unbegot- 
en, he governs all Things, at all Times, and 
He is in all Mortals as a Judge in their common 
ight, or] he hath ordain'd a judgment for all Men 
1 one common Day. [A deſect in the Copybere.] 
Ye ſhall be puniſhed juftly for your evil 
eſigns, when you leave the true and eternal 
od, and do not Honour him, by offering holy 
ecatombs to him: But you offer Sacrifices 
> Dzmons which are in the inviſible World. 
ou walk in Pride and Madneſs, leaving the 
eight way you wander thro' rocky and thorny 


Jeg 


nd a black obſcure Night, but leave this Dark - 


rrſue this Dark and Tempeſtuous way any lon< 
erz behold the pleaſant Light of the Sun ſhines 
Joriouſly. Know, and wiſely conſider it, there is 


eaven, and governs in the Earth, and really exiſts. 


hilus, proper for this Place. | 
If 5 thing be begotten, it is liable to be 
Worrupted alſo: A God cannot be formed of the 
arts of a Man and Woman. Bur there is one only 


Won, and Stars, and the fruitful Earth, and the 
Wvclling Waves of the Sea, the Mountains full of 


* 2 


kinsz He produces an innumerable quantity of 
Iſh in the Waters, and he nouriſheth the creep- 


* 3 


1 g Creatures with a _ Diet "Tn 


hh 


Withs. O vain Men! ceaſe to wander in Darkneſs. 


ſs, and enter into Light. Behold, he is manifeſt. 
all, and is no Deceiver. Come therefore and do not 


ne God who gives Rain and Winds; he cauſes 
thquakes, Thunders, Famines, Plagues, Snow, - 
ce, and ſuch grievous Calamities. But why do 
reckon up every Particular? He commands in 


[See at the end three more Verſes out of Theo- 


upream God, who hath created Heaven, the Sun, 


oods, and the eternal Streams of the Foyn- 


1 and 
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PR O OE MIU A. 
nd he gives to the (wift Birds of various Kinds 
arſh or pleaſant Notes, and to cut the Air with 
heir noifie Wings; and he hath put the wild 


6 


arch ſubjected all B-aſts to Mankind: but hath 


- . 


ernour of 


3 
N 


© 


navy various Creatures which he cinnot compre- 
end; for-what Mortal Man can know all Things? 
ut he only, knows them that made them in the 
heginning,z Who is the igg rruptible and eternal 
reatory living in Hearepwto gives to, all good 


the Unjuſt and Wicked, and puniſhes them by 
ars, Plagues, and extraordinary Calamities. 
O Men! Ih | 
rebel againſt God, and tre therefore utterly de- 
ſiroy'd? Be aſham'd to eſteem Cats and Brutes as 
Gods. Is not this plain Madneſs, Pury,or Stupidity 
of Mind? _ Your Gods fteal Cattie, and make 
prey of Cups; they who ought to inhabit the 
ich and glorious Heavens, appear to be eaten 
with, Worms, and covered all over with Spider's 
Webs. O you Fools! you worſhip Serpents, 
Dogs and Cats, and you adore Birds, and the creep- 


liſhed Stone, and Statues made with Hands, and 
fo heaps of Earth or Sepulchres, which are 
made in the Ways; and you worſhip, beſides 
of theſe, many other vain Things, which it is a 
"W ſhame to mention. Theſe are the falſe Gods of 
WW fooliſh Men, and from their Mouth deadly Poi- 
on diſtils. But to him alone we ought to ſubmit 
our ſelves, and follow. the way of eternal Righte- 
ouſneſs, who has the Power of Life, and of in- 


Men Joys exceeding all = ſweetneſs of Hony. £ 
: 


, 


zeaſts in the Hills, cover'd with Wood; and 


made May bis peculiar Workmanthip, the G- 
all Things, and hath ſubjected to him 


Men a very great Reward, but is angry with 


y do you vainly exalt your ſelves and 


ing Creatures in the Earth, and Images of po- 


Jcorruptible and eternal Light, and can give to 
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LIBER SECUNDUS. 
or pur you have forſaken all theſe; you have drank 


cap full of the unmixt Wine of God's Venge- 
ace, which is very ſtrong and thick, by your 
tw Madncſs and Folly; neither are you willing. to 


hecome ſober and ſound in your Minds, to know - 
he true Gd and King, whoſe Providence is o- 
er all Things. Wherefore: the burning of a 
ervent Fire ſhall ſeize on you, and you ſhall 
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aſhamed of your unprofitable falſe Idols: But they 
ho Worſhip the true and eternal God ſhall in- 
erit Life: They ſhall poſſeſs the flouriſhing Gar- 
gen of Paradiſe, and there feaſt on the ſwear Bread 
yhich comes from the ftarry Skies. 


BOOK l, (or III.) 


95M Bur after that Rome ſhall gorern e/£g ypt, uniting 
vt: to the Empire. Then the Great Kingdom of 
ie Immortal King ſhall appear amongſt Men, and 
holy King ſhall come who ſhall govern all the 
orld for all Ages of Time to come; and then the 
evitable Anger of the Larins ſhall thrice deſtroy® 
ume by a miſerable Fate; and all Men ſhall be 
heſtroy d in their own Houſes, when the River 
f Fire ſhall deſcend from Heaven. O me miſe- 
ble! when that Day ſhall come, and the Judg- 
ment of the Immortal God, the great King! 
N. B. This Oracle is a plain PredictiHogn of the co- 
ming of Chrift, and of his Kings. 
Why do you now build Cities? and adorn them 
all with Temples, Places for Racing, Market- - 
places, Statues gilt or carved, or covered with 
M}ilver, or made of Stone, that you may come to 
hat ſad Day? For it ſhall come when the Smell 
Wo! Brimſtone deſcends amongſt all Men. 
But I will declare particularly in how many Cities 
Men ſhall ſuffer Calamities, | Some Diſlocation or 
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LIBER TERTIUS, 11 


258 Great God are aceompliſhed, with which he once 
theaten di the Men ho builx the Tower in 
the Country of Aria: then all ſpake the 
ſame Speech, and ſeem'd to deſign to aſcend as 
6 high as. the Stars; then the mmortal | God 
« ſent violent Storms, and: hen the Wind had 
{ overthrown, the great high Tower, and had 5, 
© excited a mutual Contention > nh; 6 —_——_ 
Men thereupon: gave: to that City the Name "md 
© of Babylon; e the — fall'n, 5 
and the Speech of Men differed in all ſorts of x 
i Words, then was all the Earth divided, and 
c ld with different Kings. And then | were 
thoſe threats to be accompliſhed when] the 
tenth Generation of Mankind, ſhould ariſe, f. e. 
From the Time the Flood came on the firſt Men, 
and Saturn, and Titan, and Japetus liv d, whom Men 
alled the excellent Sons of the Earth and of Hea- 
eo, by giving them their Name from the Earth 
end Heaven, becauſe they were the moſt excel- 


# 


ent of all Men. 9 * 
50 N. B. This ſeems to be the order and meaning of this 

famous Paſſage, which the Copies do ſomewhat dif- 

fer about; and in that Caſe it needs no Explication, 
it it ſo eafie, FE * : 

Now when, m Mind had ceaſed rom delivering 

this Divine Dream in Verſe, and K had intreated 

the great Father to ceaſe from forcing me, the Voice 4 

of the great God came again into my Soul, | 

aud commanded me to Propheſie through every 

Country, and to tell what ſhall come to paſs to 

the Kings hereafter. And this thing the Im- 

mortal God firſt put into my Mind to ſpeak; 

how many ſad Calamities he had prepared for 

Babylon ; becauſe they had deſtroyed his great 

Temple, f . 


s- 


IN 2 ; 


Peu yap ee dice (g£Tov Tao, | 


92 he lee R * 0 
GGW DAP: Loeb 970M 
_ * */ 1 g EA Py *f 
* 7 „ 71 > % * 3] 
” a : : * , * * 


_  SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

Ar, a oe; BSN, nd Aorvepar fu ve, 
Hara ajpuaprounuey I ee wo mere, the 
Kat urg yoegy MiggTuy eNanayuO ONtooea, tha 
Kat whnyn wiyancto Dis nyiſloęe & vuvay, vie 
Are! yap oor BaCuruv Hg wer avwher,, 245i 
Aurap amsegvolev xarapyrirar £& ayiv oor, che 
Kau Suu TexvVOIS an ober. ES Ba 
Kay rer «on ws nota wegrs, os un yeyoruen, ih: 
Kom tors NUN awo dun, 8 To eavty up 


ex, avdpuy Y cry, 7s Stray cf., 250 thi 


Ny t 10%. vu auec Bog as ales pang, = thi 
its e e be 

thi 

- cr] 


Hier oor Nn peyary Aryunle wege onus, 
Zenn, lw & wwror er pyopulu Cot. 


Snopriou@ ce e xox Dr G- xaa{a Ce tpg, 25 
Ee i. ben Baca xar od]; x0], 


A, «u cot xe Ty nds Maywy, luer goa. 

Al Niorem worauwy, Woooy uνjẽ v1 O. myvua dy , 
Kat xgjotws ones Y arJpuroor xixnnon, 

Kt urit᷑ lor os your, woudego©- , heNovor, 260 


Ar, au oor Arun 


Ke 


5 e 
*.8 77 bo . * W 
* — 


I IBER TERTIUs. 
Alas J alas for thee Babylon, and the Nation of 
the Mhrians | a howling Noiſe ſhall paſs thro 
thar Land of Sinners, and the Shouts of Men for 
victory, and the ſtroke of the great God, who 
24 Dis the Author of my Oracle, ſhall deſtroy all 

te Country; for Vengeance ſhall come on thee, O 
Babylon, from the Air above; and an eternal Fury 
WH ſhall deſcend from the Holy Places in Heaven 
1 Mupon thee, and ſhall deſtroy thy Children; and 
250 then thou ſhalt- be as thou waſt at firſt, as if 
thou hadſt not been born; and then thou ſhalt 
be filled with Blood; as thu haſt formerly ſpilt 
the Blood of good and holy Men, which now 

cries to the high Heavens.] 15 


N. B. This Oracle clearly belongs to the Deſtraction 


pa, 


mY 


of the Babylonian Monarc hy by Cyrus the Perfian. 
O Egypt! a terrible great Slaughter ſhall befal 
thee, which thou didſt hope will never befal 
thee 3 a Sword ſhall paſs thro' the midſt of thy 
Lande, and Diſperſion, and Death, and Famine, 
ſhall follow : But in the ſeventh Generation of 
the 2 thou ſhalt Have Neff. 
N. B. This belongs clearly to Cambyſes Conqueſt 
| 4 Egypt, and its Revolt afterward under Darius 
„„ „Nee . 
Wo to thee, O Land of Gg and Magog, lying be- 
tween the Airbiopian Rivers! how great an Ef. 
fuſion of Blood ſhale thou receive] and Men 
ſhall call thee the Houſe of Judgment; and thy 
well water'd Land ſhall drink black Blood. 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to Meſopotamia, 
when Alexander there conquer d the laſt Darius, 
er when the Parthians ſo often fought there with 
the Romans, long afterwards, 
Alas for thee O Libya 3 
N. B. Here ſeems to be a defect in the Copy. 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 


alas for thee O Sea, and Land in the Weftern 

Nations! how ſhall you come to the miſerable 
bay! vo thall come exerciſed in a Conflict 
which. will de terrible and difficult; you ſhall 
dave a fearful Judgment again, and you all hl 
come to Deſtruction, becauſe you have Ueftroy- 
ed the great Temple of the ImmortulGod; grie- 
vouſly grinding it as it were with tron Teeth : 
for this cauſe thou ſhalt ſee thy Land fill'd with 


dead Bodies, ſome ſlain in War, and all the force 


of evil Spirits, by Famine and Plague, and by 
Enemies of a barbarous Fury: All thy Land ſhall 


become a Deſart, and thy Cities be forſaken. 


the Romans, even as far as the Inundation of the 
| *harbarous Nations, yo Sei, DePrudtin 55 N. 
rufalem, aud of the Fewiſh Worſhip and Temple. 
In the Weſt a Star ſhall ſhine, which is called a 
Comet, and is a ſign of War, Famine, and Deach 


by Plagues, and 6f the Slaughrer of great Coo 


manders and Noblemen, and rhere'hatFbe orher 
„. great Signs among Men; for the Mzozick Lake, 


2nd deep Tanais ſhall not continue their flux 
and in its 


of Waters; and there ſhall be plow'd 
„ channel; but the Currents ſhall become innu- 
verable. There ſhall be great Openings 


* 


N. B. This Oracle ſaemt ts foretel the Miſeries 0 f 


* 5 


„ erth, and wal Ciyerts raf appear, and Men” 


80 with their Cities Mall be ſwallo Wed up. | The 25 (nie 


Cities ſhall be overthrown in Alia, Jaſſi, Cerbrez . + 


Hierapolis and Aſiypal i'. | 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to tbe firſt Ages 
of the' Goſpel; . ſome f theſe Deſolations appear 
remarkable in Hiſtary, and others ought to have 
enquiry made after them, 


I 


Pandonie, Colophon, Epheſus, Nicea, Antiochia,“ 
Tanagra, Sinope, Smyrna, Marus ; and theſe Towns 
in Europe, Cyagra, Clitus, Baſilis, Merope, An- 
85 Done, Magneſia, Mycene, Pantbeia, wealthy Gaza, 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 
Then know thou that the pernicious People of 
Zyt are near Deſtruction, and then the beſt 
car will be over with the Alexandrians. When 
Rowe hath received the Tribute of Afe, Aſia 
hall receive thrice as much Mony again from 
one, and ſhall pay the ſame pernicious Injury 

{Wo it: And as many as have ſerved the Tralian 
amilies of thoſe which came from Aſia, twenty 
imes as many ſhall the Slaves in Ala, and the 
talians ſhall be puniſhed with an Infinite Poverty. 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to the Holy Var, 

when Rome and the Welt left vaſte Treaſures and 
hft vaſt Armies in Aſia. | | 
O luxurious rich Virgin, the Offspring [or 
Daughter] of Latin Rome! being intoxicated 
y many celebrated Nuptials, thou, who art a 
rvant, ſhalt not be married to the World: thy 
iſtreſs often cuts off thy delicate Hair, inflict- 
nz Puniſhment on thee ; ſhe throws thee from 
eaven to the Earth, and raiſes thee from Earth 
o Heaven again, becauſe thy Inhabitants live un« 
uſt and wicked Lives. | 5 
N. B. This Oracle belong to Italy, and to that 
Slavery it ſhould e under Rome in the latter 
Ages of the World. . 
damos ſhall become an heap of Sand, and De- 
vs ſhall diſappear, Rome ſhall become a Village, 
nd all Things predicted ſhall come to paſs. 
N. B. The former Branches of this Oracle are obſerved 
by Tertullian, to have been fulfilled before the 
ays of Tiberius; as the laſt has been long ful- 
filled in pars, ſince the Riſe of Conſtantinople, 
and the Abſence of the Emperors from Rome. 
| And there ſhall be no mention of vindicating 
he Deſtruction of Snyrna, but only by the ill 
Mounſels and Wickedneſs of the Governours. : 
| B Peace 
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| LIBER TERTIUS 


Peace and Tranquillity ſhall happen to the Coun- 
tries in Alia; then Europe ſhall be happy, the 
Seaſons ſhall be ſettled, fruitful, without any 
Tempeſt or Toil, producing all Things, as Birds, 
and creeping Things on the Earth: That Man 


er Woman is happy who comes to that Time; 


he will be happy like the unconcern'd Country- 
man; all manner of juſt.Laws ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven amongſt Men, and juſt Adminiſtration 
ſhall Accompany them,and ſeund Concord, which 
of all Things is moſt beneficial ro Men ; with 
Love, Faith, Hoſpitality : - But ill Laws, Re- 
proach, Envy, Anger, Madneſs, Poverty, Vio- 
ſence, Slaughter, Pernicious Contentions, fatal 
Quarrels, Thefts in the Night, and every evil 

Thing ſhall Men avoid in thoſe Times. 
N. B. I doubt whether this Oracle has yet been ful- 
filled: only it will-certainly be fulfilled towards the 

end of tbe .. 
But Macedonia ſhall bring a great Damage upon 
Alia. A great Miſchief ſhall befal Europe from 
the Breed of Saturn, and the Offspring of a 
ſpurious Servant: And they ſhall Conquer ftrong 


Balylim: and when of all the Countries which the 


Sun thines on, ſhe has been called Queen, ſhe 
ſhall be deſtroyed by extraordinary Ruin, and 
ſhall not give Laws to her wandring Poſterity. 
N. B. Perhaps this Oracle may belong to the Sara- 
. 8 5 
But in time there ſhall come a perfidious Man 


into the happy Country of Aja, being cloath'd. | 


in purple Garments : he will be cruel; of ſtrange 
Manners ; of a hot fiery Temper; A flaſh of Ligh- 
tening lead him: All Aſia ſhall undergo an hard 
Yoke, and that Land ſhall drink much Blood, 
which will-he-ſhed. o ttt. 
BO "MS - His 
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TR TERTIUS. 


His Generation ſhall be deſtroy d by the Gene- 
ration of thoſe whoſe Generation he would have 
err My EC VE, 
N. B. Perhaps this Oracle may belong to the Turks. 
He ſhall leave one Root which a Warrior ſhall 
deſtroy, and ſhall cut off the Warlike Father of 
the Royal Stock, and ſhall Plant another Plant 
near the ten Horns. But as ſoon as he hath taken 
care of Ida, which was utterly deſtroyed, then 
he ſhall periſh by the Sons of them who con- 
ſpire in the ſame Fate of War, and then the Horn 
planted near the Ten ſhall regn. 
N. B. Perhaps this Oracle which is confuſed in the 
| MISS. away belong to the Turks 4/ſo: and the leſt 
pars of it to the Qttoman Family at Conſtantinople. 

And there ſhall be a 2 fruitful Phrygia, when 
the corrupt Stock of Rhee ſhall flouriſh, with 
proſperous and weil watered Roots, and make a 
perpetual Inundation. The Atiſeis in the City 
Antandros, a Country oft ſhaken with Earth» 
quakes, ſhall be utterly deſtroy d in one Night: 
Which City was called Dorileum, in old Black 
Phrygia, an unfortunate Country; This will be 
a Time famous for Earthquakes, which will o- 
pen the Caverns of the Earth, and throw down 
the Walls of Cities: Theſe Earthquakes will 
- figns of Evils to come, and the beginning of 
N. B. This Oracle, ſeems alſo to belong to the Turks, 
and the beginning of the Ottoman Devaſtations : 

| when happened one of the greateſt Earthquakes 
that ever war. os : 

The ſad Calamities of the Pamphylian War ſhall 
then happen, and then ſhall be ſpilc the Noble 
Blood Ohe old Æneadæ, and they ſhall again 
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FIBER TERTIUS —( ug 
0 Troy, 1 pity thee 3 for in Sparta, a Fury 5 


ſhall flouriſh, as a' Plant moſt beautiful and fa- 
| mous, and ſhall occafion various Miſeries in the 
Countries of Europe and Aſia, but chiefly to thee”: 
ſhe ſhall bring Mournings, and Sighs, and La- 
" mentations, and ſhe ſhall have everlaſting Fame 
» 8 anongt Folterits; = oO. 
And then an old Lying Writer ſhall appear in 
r that Time again, counterfeiting his Country, be- 
ing allo dim-ſighted; he ſhall have much Wit 
and Eloquence, and ſhall compoſe a wiſe Poem, 
made up of two Parts, and he ſhall ſay he was 
born at Chios. And he ſhall write the Hiſtory 
of Troy, not juft as Things are, but plainly, and 
according to my Words: and he ſhall uſe the 
ame Verſe. He ſhall be the firſt that ſhall cele- 
brate my Books with his Hands; he ſhall much 
adorn the Commanders in the War by his Praiſes, 
Priamus's Son Hector, and Achilles the Son of 
Peleus, and all others who-are famous in War, 
and he ſhall make the Gods to aſſiſt them, wri- 
ting falſely in every Thing. Spacious Trey ſhall | 
give Reputation to thoſe who dy'd as Mortal 
Men, but he ſhall deſcribe the Actions on both 
ſides ai] e eee ee ee” _ 
N. B. This Oracle plainly belongs to the Stege of 
Troy and to Homer's 3 ; tho" I ſuſpect at 
leaſt part of its latter Branch not to be Original. 
However, it is very Old, and part. of it much. re- 
Fe d to by the Ancient Heathen Writers, 
And the Progeny of 'the Locrians ſhall do 
much Miſchief to Lycia; and an Ætolian ſhall 
come to Chalcedon, and depopulate it, be- 
ing ſeated on the narrow Paſſage of the Sea: 
And the Sea (or Pontus) ſhall carry off thy great 


Riches, O Cyzicus ! 
| B4 Thou 


74.57 


2 
- 


SIBYLL. ORACUL 


Key « — ror apn BuCavriov. Ae eike, 3¹6 
Kc cn Nat Sovayas N-, 


Kaz ve. vmov Au _ en X0puPauwvy , 
agua evoryoulpns Terps neNapteray vp, 
MeXe TE c err cpo Acer,, TNLATH, TAN. 


Ku7ix' eure Tegrovrid © otvorroNolo, = 36 | 


pub auy: os xuua xopuooopſuoy TPACRYNOH. 


Kay ov Poc S · m pe gere yeguov toon, 
Hytejn Sucre, D os Tor o orie 


Eore rot, & worm eg, xegros Foxe ] 


AXXa Her ce twp ton avIpwrotor e ,t 385 


Ka, ud* ob. davoy Guyov avyevs Once, 


{ 


Avdos ew major Is Ta TI:poidos cevagytn, | 
Evpwrrys 7 Acins T6 News e Tip N. 


Bidouwy c o BN, no Puroms annuy, 


Hor ropepo Sajtors onoov ddeig v o 290 
Aiuart mT Jawedvy N pe Jen as ana pro | 
 OXXvppor, aNoyor de guy NO —_ N 
Tee aιν,,iu 2/1 arolugnteor, 3 


Tas pho uep vexugy, TAs N oN ο b u yay, 
Tullio Kuregu ceäi Pon d P, 395 
Kat reh Nag nwyas won opc0Duutrdov eg. 


Tes d Verrov 8 ceõm⸗” var, 
Tena 17 Stead n r* ON. E aguIuuuy, 


. alia, 5 


bl 
K 
ſh 
at 
W 
M 
* 
b 
a 
D 
q 
* 
1 
\ 
[ 


10 * 4 4 4 * 5 4 * 7 LE L as Tm 1 * OY * 4 7 . Po. 7 2 _»——Y „„ , * 5 
f . "YER OST $74 n 3 Y "i I R 9 = ö 27 5 * 6 7 * N - 
_—_—— * Ss EOS RT aa 97 N n * ö n : 1 8 . - 1 F 5 1 
EM vE N ” * * 7 9 A N % * * 2 ce 
- nat bad 
k 


; 7 


% 
o * \ \ 
# Z 3 4 : 
1 B E R l T E R T I UF 8 1 
f hd 4 * * ö * * N : 
th p * x 8 4 e 5 p > Py 7 : * | 


Thou Byzentiups ſhalt encourage the War in 


z thou alſo ſhalt have Sighs and much Blood 
and the great Strength of Lycia ſhall be from the 
height of the Mountains. 


phetick Signs of the Fathers ſhall ceaſe. O 


row, Rbyndacus 


for a long Time from Slavery. O Daughter of 


the Day! thou ſhalt obtain much Riches after- 


wards, and thou ſhalt have. a more excellent 
Command in the Sea, than any others; but at 


length thou ſhalt become a prey to Men, that 


xe thy Lovers for thy Beauty and Riches, he 
ſhall put P. AINE upon thy Neck. © 
N. B. This Oracle is clear, and has been remarkably 
" Fulfilled by the Turks conqueſt of Rhodes. 
But the Lydian Commotions ſhall ſpoil the Af- 


fairs of Perfia, and all Afe and Europe ſhall horri- 


bly ſuffer by them. But the Sidonian pernicious 


King, and the War of his other Cenfederates, - 
ſhall bring a miſerable Deſtruction on the Sami- 
ans by their Ships, and the Earth ſhall reſaund 
with a great Noiſe, for the Deſtruction of the 


Men which periſh. in the Sea; and the Wives, 


with the Damſels in ſplendid Garments ſhall 


bear their Breaſts fer the indecent Abuſes that 


are offered them. Theſe ſhall lament their 


Dead, and the others their Children ſlain. This 


ſhall be the Prodigy in Cyprus, which by an Earth- 


quake ſhall deſtroy the Troops, and the other 


World ſhall gain a great many Souls all together. 


Trallis, that is near Epbeſus, ſhall loſe its well built 
Walls by an Earthquake; theſe were built by 


Then 


pernicious Men of a great Spirit. 


And the Waters ſhall 
flow from the opening of the Rock, till the Pro- 


 Cynicus ! ee the Fropontit where Wines 
all reſound about thee witng 
nelling Waves: And thou Rhodes ſhalt be free © 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 


Then the Earth ſhall produce boiling Wa- 


ters, and by its weight falling i in, ſhall drink up 


the ſame; but there ſhall remain a ſmell of Sul- 


hur. And Samos at a Seaſon ſhall build Royal 
ouſes. 


O Italy thou ſhalt have no. foreign War, but 


Effuſion * Blood amongſt thy own Nation ſhall 


ſeverely afflict thee, who art very famous and im- 


2 That part which is extended near the hot 
hs, ſhall deſtroy it ſelf by thoſe Things which 


it foreſaw would come to paſs. - Thou:thalt be a 


Mother, but not of the Good, and a Nurſe of 
wild Beaſts. Another pernicious Man ſhall come from 
la alſo. Then Laodicea (a ſplendid City of the 

Carians on the Banks of the Divine River Lycus) 
ſhall be thrown down. Thou ſhalt become fi- 
lent, and no more lament thy magnanimous Pa- 


27 


rent. The Acrobuzien Thracians ſhall be placed 


in ether Winds. The Arabian ſhall be in Cam- 
pania, becauſe of the extraordinary Famine ; but 


when ſhe is Old ſhe ſhall lament her Parent. mt, . 


and Sardo ſhall ſink into the bottom of the Sea, 


by the Storms of Winter, and by the ſtrokes. 0 A 


the holy God, with their Marine Offspring. A- 
las! Alas!how 1 many Damſels ſhall be wedded to the 


other World!and how many young Men ſhall the 


deep. bury without Qbſcquies-! Alas! Alas! for 
the Childrey/ ſwimming in the Sea, and the a- 
bundance of the Riches there loſt ! The happy 
Land of the My{ians ſhall ſuddenly raiſe a. prince- 
ly Stock. But Carthage ſhall not continue long: 
and the Galatians ſhall have much Mourning: 
and Tenedos ſhall have the laſt but greateſt Miſ- 
chief: And Sicyon ſhall boaſt in the howling of 

Brazen . e and ſo ſhall Corinth; yetover 
all the Pipe ſhall — ſound. 


N. B. Tbe 
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N. B. The Time of theſe Deſolations being here now 


clearly ſet down, it is hard #6 determine about all 
sbeir Completitnsz though ſome of thei bave evi: 
dently been fulfilled. © | 3 
But when my Mind had ce r | 
vine Hymn, the Word of the great God came 
again into my Breaſt, and commanded me to Pro- 
hecy concerning every Land. Alas! Alas! for 
FHlanicia, both Men and Women, and for all the 
Cities on the Sea Coaſt; for not one of you ſhall 
remain in being under the Sun ; nor ſhall they 
have any Number of Years, nor Tribes, becauſe 
of their deceitful Tongues, and their wicked, im- 


— 


pure Lives, which they all lived, and ſpake ter- 
rible, falſe and unjuſt Words with rheir impure 


Mouths, and they oppoſed God the great Ki 


and ſpake falſely with their wicked Mourhs; for ; 


which cauſe they ſhall be tam'd, by a horrible 
Slaughter more than any other Land; and God 
ſhall ſend them a miſerable Fate, burning their 
Cities to the Ground, with their numerous Foun- 
dations. Alas! Alas! O crete thou muſt ſuffer 


many Troubles; a Judgment ſhall happen to thee. 


which ſhall be a horrible and everlaſting Over- 
throw; and all the Earth ſhall again behold thy 
burning; and the Fire ſhall not leave thee for e- 


ver, but thy burning ſhall continue. Alas! Alas! 


for thee Thrace, becauſe thou ſhalt come under a 


Servile Yoke, when the Galatians mixt with the 


Dardanide ſhall violently waſte Greece, and then 
thou ſhalt ſuffer Miſchief ! thou ſhalt do Injury 
to other Countries, and receive the fame thy ſelf. 
Alas! Alas! for thee, Gag and all the other in or- 
ger, with Magog, Marſog and Angon, how many 
ill Fates will attend thee? 9 K 
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Many will attend the People of Zyia, Ma 
Phrygia, and not a few of the Pamphylian and Ly. 
dian Nations, the Moors, Athinptans, and other 


Nations of a barbarous Language. The Cappas 
ficians and Arabians ſhall fall. But why do i re- 


late all the Particulars? For the Higheſt will ſend 


x terrible Judgment on all Nations who inhabir 


the Earth. LS mo 
N. B. The time of theſe Deſolations being here not 
Aiiſtinctly ſet down, it is hard to determine about 
_ their Completion: perhaps they belong to the Tur- 
kiſh Devaſtation, or to the final Conſummation of 
all Things.. N e Fol NOIR 


But when a moſt barbarous Nation ſhall come 


into Greece, it ſhall. deſtroy many great Men; 
and many fat Cattle of the Inhabitants, the Horſes, 
and Mules, and Herds of beHowing Oxen, and unjuſt- 
ly burn the well built Houſes, and by Force carry 
way many Slaves into another Land, and Children 
and well · cloath d Women, who were tenderly kept, 
out of their Chambers; who will fall down thro? 
the delicate Tendernels-of their Feet: they ſhall 
ſee them in Fetters under their barbarous Enemies, 
ſuffering all manner of cruel Reproach; and there 


ſhall be none to help them in War, or defend 


their Lives; but they ſhall ſee: their Enemies en- 
joying all their Poſſeſſions, and all their Wealth 
their Knees ſhall tremble; a hundred ſhall fly, and 
one ſhall. deſtroy em all five Men ſhall excite 
a great Rage, but they ſhall ſhamefully manage 
the Fight, and raiſe: a terrible Tumult, only to 
give Joy to their Enemies, and Grief to the Gre - 


cians, and all Greece ſhall be reduced into Slavery _ 


and Bondage, and they ſhall not only ſuffer all 


theſe Miſeries by War, but by a Plague alſo: And 


God ſhall make the great and high Heavens like 
Braſs, the Earth ſhall be like Iron, not having 
any Rain. 7»i'AzQ8fß 
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But all Men ſhall afterwards grieveuſly lament 
their Lands, unfown and untill'd, and burnt with - 
Fire; and God who made Heaven and Earth will 
raiſe many Maſts, and the third Generation of 
Men ſhall exiſt again. O Greece! why do you. 


confide in Princes, who are Mortal Men, who 
cannot avoid Death ? why do you give vain Of- 


ferings to the Dead, and Sacrifice to Idols? who 
hath inſtilled this Error into your Minds to do 
theſe Things, and to leave and forſake the Face 


of the great God? Bur do you own the Name 
and Worſhip of him, who made all Things. It is 
now 1500 Years fince thoſe proud Kings Reign d 


in Greece, who. firſt. lead Men to theſe Wick- 


edneſſes, to, make many Idols of thoſe Gods, who 


are only corrupt Dead Men, for whoſe ſake you 


vere taught to think of ſych vain Things - bur 
when the Anger of the Great God ſhall fall on you, 
then you will acknowledge the Face of the great 
God; and the Souls of all Men ſhall much la- 


ment, lifting their Hands up to the large Hea- 


vens; and they ſhall begin to call on the great 


King to help em, and they ſhall ſcek who 


ſhall be their Deliverer from this great Wrath. 


But learn this, and keep it in thy Mind, how 


many Miſeries ſhall happen in Greece in the Ages 
to come: And when Greece ſhall Sacrifice Oxen 
and Bulls at the Temple of the Great God, as 


_ Holocauſts, it ſhall eſcape the noiſie War, and 
Terror and the Plague, and alſ> be delivered 
from Bondage and Slavery againn 
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LIBE TERTIUS. 


But the Generation. of wicked Men will remain 


there till the fatal Day of the end of the World 
ſhall come upon them unawares; for ye will not 
Sacrifice to God, till all theſe Things are come 

to paſs: For there is an abſolute Neceſſity that 


all Things ſliould be done, which God alone 


Wills and Decrces ſhould be brought to paſs. 


4 N. B. This Oracle may be lo 80 the Conqueſt of 
| 2 by the Turks, and its Slavery under 
,, Te 5 


Then ſhall ariſe holy Stock of righteous Men, 


who will obſerve the Counſels of the Supreatn 


God; who will honour the Temple of the great 


God; By Libations and Pumes, and holy Heca- 
tombs, - with Sacriſices of fat Bulls and Rams 
without blemiſh, and the firſt· born of Sheep and 
fat Lambs; offering then devoutly, as holy He- 
catombs, on the great Altar, and dividing them 


| they ſhall be happy, and ſhall inhabit Cities 


and rich Lands; they ſhall be Prophers ſet o- 


rer others by the Immortal God, and they ſhall | 


occaſion great Joy to all Men; for the great 
God has given to them alone wiſe Counſels, Faith, 


and an excellent Underſtanding z who do not 
Worſhip, thro? vain Errors, the Works of Men, 


made of Gold, Braſs, Silver or Ivory, and the 
Idols of Wood, Stone, dead Gods, or Pictures 


drawn to the Life by Chalk or Vermillion,which 


Men worſhip, who are lead by vain Counſels. 


But they lift up to Heaven their pure Hands, and 
every Morning when they riſe from Bed, they 


purifie their Skin by waſhing in Water, and 


worſhip God who is always Great and Immortal, 
ind afterwards their Parents, aod they will 
vithal above all Men be mindful of holy 
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Wedlock 3 neither will they uſe impure Sodo- 


my, as the Phenicians, Agyptians, Latins, large 
Greece, and many other Countries, as the Per- 
| fans, Galatians, and all Aſia uſe, tranſgreſſing 


the holy Laws of the Immortal God by many 


Tranſgreſſions; for which Reaſon the Immortal 


will bring upon all Men Calamities, Famine, 
Loſſes, Griet, Wars, Plagues and  lamentable 
pains; becauſe. they would not Honour, after an 
holy Manner, the Immortal Father of all Mans 
kind, but honour'd Idols, and worſhipped Things 
made by their own Hands, which the ſame Men 
will throw away, and hide em for ſhame in the 


Clifts of the Rock 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to the Millenni- 
um at the end of the World. | * 


When a new King of Epypt ſhall Reign the ſee 


yenth in his own Country, and is reckon'd as de- 


rived from the Kingdom of the Greeks, which 
the Neighbouring Macedonians ſhall raiſe, a great 


King ſhall come, as a fierce Eagle, our of Aja, © 
who ſhall cover all the Earth with Horſe and 


Foot, and ſhall. beat down: all Things, and fill 


all Places with Miſery. And he ſhall overthrow 
the Kingdom | of | Exyypr 3 and carry away all 


the Riches as he departs thro' the great Sea. 


And aps ſhall adore on their bare Knees, 


on the fruitful Earth, the great God and Immor- 


tal King; and then all the Idols made by Men's 


Hands  fhall be conſumed hy Fire, and then 


God ſhall give great Joy to Men: For the Earth, 


and the Trees, and vaſt Flocks of Cattle, ſhall 


give true increaſe of Wine, and ſweer Honey, 
and white Milk, and Bread Corn, which is moſt 
acceptable to Men. e es 


* © SI N. B. The 
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LIBER TERTIUS,. 


Bp B. The firſt part of this Oracle may be appl yed to 
© 1/4 of. Egypt by the Yorks: 2 
Bos | 1517, the * that the Preteftarit 
Reformating þ e gan. 
onia was dee, | Bajazet the Firſt, aud 
from him Selymus was the Seventh Turkiſh Em- 
Peror, aud became a new Kink of Egypt, and car- 
ryed away its Riches in Ships to Conſtantiople, 


But do thou, O Mertal/ of a yarigus and 
evil Mind es thy W. Wea, turn to 2 : 


and appeaſe him, Sacrifice to God hundreds 
God, 


Bulls, and of firſt- horn Lambs, woo, cone 81 | 


proper Pcriagds, but F amorta; 
| # he may be moyed to be be Nel 

the only God; and thei e is not another; and 
follow de lee do no 1 0 a- 
ther, for che Immortal Kommands hel Ting 
„ en 504) the var N de w 

ut u avoid the of the great 
vhen a Deſtruction by a Plag — ſhall come upon all 


Men, and they ſhall be ſubdued and ſuffer a terrible 


Puniſhment, and when one King ſhall captivate ano- 


ther, and take away his Land; and one Nation ſhall 


deſtroy anather, and the, Governors their People ; 
an a ch, bee ſhal Lay intoanorher Landa 
change their native. RIO and a Batbarian 
Empire then rn ing ball deſtroy all Greece, ang ſhall 


1b that rich Land of a all its "Riches, 'and mall 


y ffrive about their Si1- 


ame againſt it While hz 


. 
do much Injury to Cities) in a ſtrange ge Country 
u 


they all, .thall 55 .unburied 32155 the tures and 
wild. Beaſts of the Earth ſhalt devour their Car- 
caſſes; and, 
Earth ſhall conſume the Relic ques of the Dead, 
and it ſhall all be unplowed 2 unſowed, by 
which Deſolation ſhe bil declare the Wicked- 


neſs of innumerable Men. 


ul „ f. for he is 


Sold (and'then the love of Riches ſhall 


n all Things arc done, the large 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 


a great length of Time, in Vears to come, 
there ſhall be no need of Bucklers, Breaſt- plates, 
Darts, and divers ſorts of Arms: For neither 
ſhall Wood be cut from the Oaks to burn. 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to be an Exhortation to 
all the Greeks to make @ Reformation, and to 

| threaten Miſeries on them if it be not done, 
And then God ſhall ſend a King from the 
Faſt, who ſhall-make all the Earth to ceaſe from 
War, by killing ſome, and making Leagues 
with others: and he ſhall not do all theſe Things 
by his own Counſel, But confiding in the De- 
crees of the great God, which are Good. And 
the People of the Great God ſhall come loaded 
with great Wealth, Gold and Silver, and Purple 
Garments, and the Earth ſhall be full of all Plenty, 
and the Sea furniſh'd with all good Things. 
And then Kings ſhall begin to be angry with 
one another, conttiving evil Things in their 
_ Envy is not proper for miſerable Mor- 
N. B. This Oracle it clear for Chriſt's ſecond coming 


the Reſtoration of the Fews, and the Millennium 
tbereupon. 2 es © 


But the Kings of the Gentiles ſhall again invade 
the Land with great Multitudes, bringing on them- 
ſelves a fatal Deſtruction; for they will deſign to 
deſtroy the Temple of the great God, and the 
beſt Men, when they come into that Country. 
The defiFd Princes ſhall Sacrifice round about the 
City, every one having his Throne a-part, with 
his diſobedient People: And then God. ſhall ſpeak 
to all the uninſtructed and vain People with a 
loud Voice; and he who is the great God ſhall 
Judge them; and they ſhall all periſh bythe Hand 
of the Immortal; and fiery Swords ſhall fall from 
Heaven upon the Earth, ON 
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| _ Is infalile through all the World, 
F Then 


LIBER TERTIUS. 
ind great Lamps of Fire ſhall come and ſhi ne 


amongſt Men; . Earth alſo, which is the com- 
mon Parent, ſhall be ſhaken in thoſe Days by the 


band of the Immortal, and the Fiſhin 3 LF 


all the wild Beaſts on the Land, and infinice Flocks 
of Birds, and all the Souls of Men, and all che 
Sea, ſhall tremble at the Preſence of the Immor- 
tal, and be. afraid; he ſhall break open the high 
Tops of the Mountains, and the/yaſt Hills, and 
the * Place of the Dead ſhall appeur to ll, 
and the Airy Caverns in the high Mountains 
ſhall be fill'd with the Dead, and the Rocks 
hall, low. wich Blood, and many Channels ſhall 


fill the Plains, and all well- built Walls stall fall 


down upon the Earth, which wicked Men . E 


becauſe knew not the Law and 
pc God, but fooliſhly r og the 


ok the 
Weapons 
condemn "IG all to be deftroy'd by War, and 


daughter, 
Sulphur ſhall deſcend from Heaven, and "Hai 
tones, many and gri 


int che Holy Place; und God ſhall | 


evous; and rhe four-footed iN 


and Fire, . and a Deluge of Rain, 2 . 


Beaſts ſhalt die; then they fhall know the Etex- _ 


nal God, - who does theſe Things. The Lameg- 


ration and Cry of the Men that 'periſh ſhall 
come upon the large Earth, and they ſhall be- 
come Mute, und be waſhed in their own Blood, 
and the Earth ſhall drink the Blood of the Shin, 
and wild Beaſts ſhall be fill'd with Fleſh. -< 


N. B. Thes Oracle, ſeems clearly to belong to the 
Mar under Gog in Ezekiel aud the Apocalyſe, 
after the Millennium #s over, | 

The Great Eternal God himſelf . 


me to Propheſie all theſe Things, and ber ny ſhall 


not be in vain, nor _imperfet,... when. he has 


once put them into my Mind; for the Spirit of 


1 SIBYLL. ORACUL. 
Tie Sp fachen Nes reef 1% ana TN 
Houyws Cnc dPegiropſyer er Toro, 
Ots woe rigns, o , ff, T6 woveex®. | 
Aur@ yap oneracar 4, nnch Ts weer 
ieee 
KuxXolev moet yy 1 Tvegs alete. 645 
een SY toyorrai e gina 2 2 evi Xe. | 
TON${h010 KAXOU oY eaowra arroic 
pat ela „ abavcl 8 22 ney Yap. -@Y1010, 
Kay Tors 0 vnoot ur ret T' pe, 
OmTTooov alardIG Qirnie 1 au en S 650 
Tlavra yap auroior ouvaſuya, nds Bonde, 
Ove ?-, ned cos re Send, nds Nu. 8 $4. 
Tua che walfprragy oaMdboeras Sean: emos. 
Houy awo Sojparuy Noyov ator o' ve vuyors* 
dire TeoovTes amavris t Abort, Morea 65 
Abaverreu Baoihna, Neo Miyay, ana e e. 
TIprwwp wegs van, ewe HO egi dh, 
Koj vooy whacoro Deu Oe Su ure, 
Oc Tt Inuorar@ urs Ne l mavruy xclayouay. 
Juſt.Parzn. * Hes dw ofavaro * refes wer Ne nul, 
16, 7. „Ee ve Nee τ“,Ms cid t aÞagyr A Suu, 
„ dn Foctyy TE XdTAPI 1 fſuar ma ae 
© Tavra Conogo: L Tia avIpuray. - 
Ature Des nals nov e go » Teoo/les, 


Expo o reo natva ya anacay, 
EN xe V pn Wie] N ,.é eiewro, _ 
TIdvras xo Iupess, xopulasy TauxInNG [x oda, 
oN Is xa; rotwv T)ynluwv NHS, c] ) Te, 


Oo yay en FUN NC lan es Tvggs alu. 690 


Aa 


"TY : of * 
A 8 ot 3 py 
; Fa a oY f 
þ . ; . : | 1 


bx. Tet J. 2 J. J. 3 yeeaer wp. J. 4 who. J. 5 ew. 


TepWwpſp Uayoiot Dov ene ar ou oo, 


5 4 > * 
* * 
% 


Then ſhall all the Sons of the great God live 
in quiet about his Temple, and ſhall rejoice 
in all theſe Things, which the Creator will give, 
who is the Righteous Judge and Monarch. 
For he alone ſhall protect them, and greatly aſ- 
fiſt taem, as a Wall round them of flaming 
Fire; they ſhall be without Wars in their Cities, 
and in their Countries, for the force of evil War 
ſhall be gone: He ſhall be their Defender, who 
is the Immortal, ani the Hand of the Holy ſhg 
protect them: And then all the Iſlands and Citi 
ſhall ſay, how much the Immortal loves thoſe 
Men, for all things fight for them, and hel 
them. The Heavens, and the Sun mov'd by God, 
and the Moon, and the Earth the Mother of 
all ſhall be moved in thoſe Days, and they ſhall 
fing a pleaſant Hymn with their Lips; Come ler 
us fall all on the Earth, and entreat the Immor- 
tal King, the Great and Eternal God; let us ſend 
—— into his Temple, for he is the only 
oyernor ; and let all us declare the Law of the 
Supream God, which is the moſt Righteous of 
all the Laws that are, on the Earth. But we 
have erred from the Path of the Immortal, and 
thro? a fooliſh Mind have we worſhipped Statues 
made by Mens Hands, the carv'd Images of Mor- 
tal Men; thus ſhall the Souls of faithſul Men 
ery out. Come, let all the People of God fall on 
their Faces, let us pleaſe God our Father in e- 
very Houſe by our Hymns. 2 
We have gained our Enemies Arms, in every 
Land, for the length of ſeven Years to come, 
and alſo the Shields and Breaſt-plates, and Hel- 
mets, and all ſorts of Arms, and Bows, and many 
Arrows, or Darts of a wicked Invention, for 
Wood ſhall not be cut off the Oaks for the Fire. 
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IkfEER TER TIE 


Thoughts, and intreat the Immortal Conqueror 


and obſerve and ſend into this City the People 


that want Wiſdom;who belong to the Holy Land 
of the moſt High; do not nove a Comarins, it 
js better to let it alone; nor move a Panther from 
his Den, leaſt you ſuffer Injury by it, But ab- 
ſtain : Neither entertain in your 5 An- 

erz which provokes you to quarrelling and 
fehrig ; but ſerve the great God; that you ma 
abſtain from theſe Things: When this ſhall 6e 


— 


t an end; the great Day will come upon good 


Men, the beginning of happy Times, for the 


Earth which is the Producer of all Things; ſhall. 


= to Men the beſt and Infinite Fruit; Gorn, 


ine, Oyl, 


Heaven; the Fruits of Trees; and the Acorns 


and fat Cattle, and Beaſts, and Lambs from Lambs; 
flow with the whiteſt Milk; and the Cities ſhall 


fruitful, and there ſhall be no Sword in the 


Earth; nor warlike Tumult, nor ſhall the Earth 


dan any more by an Earthquake; there ſhall 
no Wars, nor Drought upon the Earth, nor 


Hail ro waſte the Fruity bur there ſhall-be agreat 
Peace in all the Earth, and one King hall live 


in Friendſhip with another to the end of the 


World; and the Immortal, who lives in the 


Heavens adorn'd with Stars, ſhall give a com- 


mon Law to all Men in all the Earth, and in - 


— miſerable Men what Things muſt be 
one. ” 4 | 


; 
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But thou O miſerable Greece ! ceaſe from proud 


and the ſweer Hony, Drink from 


and Kids from Goats, and ſweer Fountains ſhall = 


Es 
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For he is the only God, and there is no other 


beſides him; and he ſhall burn the fierce ſtrength 


of Men by Fire: But follow my Counſel in your 


Minds, quickly fly all unwarrantable Worſhip, 


and (ſerve the living God; avoid Adultery and 
the Confuſion of Sodomy ; and nouriſh your Chil- 
dren ; and do not kill them: for with ſuch Offen- 


ders the Immortal will be Angry. Then he ſhall 


raiſe a Kingdom for ever over all Men; when he 
hath given a holy Law to the Righteous to all 
whom he promis'd to open the Earth; and the 
Gates of the Bleſſed, and all Joys, and an Immor- 
tal Mind, and Eternal Chearfulneſs : out of every 
Country they ſhall bring Frankincenſe, and Gifts 
to the Houſes of the Great God, and there 


the Generations of Men that are to come, 
bur that which God has given to be honoured 


by faithful Men, for Mortals call him the Son 


of the great God. All the Paths of the Fields, and 


tough Shores, and high Mountains, ad the rag- 


ing Waves of the Sea, ſhall be eaſily paſſed and 


ailed through in thoſe Days: for all Peace ſhall 


happen to the Good, through all their Land; the 
Prophers of the great God ſhall take away all 
daughter, for they are l of Mortal, 
ud the righteous Kings, and there ſhall be juſt 
Riches for Meng for the Government of the 
great God ſhall be juſt Judgment. Rejoyce, O 
Virgin, and be glad, for he that hath created 
Heaven and Earth hath given thee Eternal Joy, 
p — live in thee, and ſhall be to thee eternal 
8 Lo | 
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ſhall be no other Houſe to be enquired for by. 
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The Wolves and Lambs ſhall eat Herbs toge· 
ther in the Mountains, and the Panthers ſhall 
| feed together with the Kids, and the Bears ſhall 


be kept with the Calves in the ſume place, and 
the Carnivorous Lyon ſhall ear Straw our of the 


Manger,, as an Ox, and very young Children 


ſhall bind them in Bonds; and an infirm Crea» 


ture ſhall affright a wild Beaft, and Dragons ſhall 
ſeep with Infants, - and not hurt them, for the 
kand of Go _— be over them. 4 2 
But 1 will tell you very clearly the Sipns 
whereby you may Low whe the end 81 all 
theſe things ſhall happen on the Earth: When 
Swords ſhall be ſeen in the Night, towards Suns 


ſetting or Sun -· riſing, in the ſtarry Heavens, and a 


Duſt deſcends from Heaven fuddenly upon all 
che Earth; and the ſight of the Sun ſhall fail in 
the middle of its Courſe in the Heavens; and 
the Beams of the Moon ſhall ſhine, and ſhall 


pleaſantly come to the Earth with Bloody Drops; 


and the Rocks ſhall give a ſign, and in a Cloud 
ye ſhall Tee the Pight of Horle-Men and Foot- 
men like the Croud made in the hunting of wild 


Beaſts 3 this end God who lives in Heaven will 


give to War, but all ought to Sacrifice to the 


great King. Theſe things I prophecy'd to the 


World concerniag God's Wrath upon Mortal 
Men, when I was inſpired with a Fury, and left 
the high Walls of Babylon in Aſſyria: and I am a 
Fire ſent to Greece to foreſhew to Men theſe 
divine Anigma's by Prophecies, 
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Fear O you boaſting People of A and Europe, 
what moſt true things Iam ready to Propheſie: they 
ſhall be all declared in pleaſant Verſes from my 
own great Mouth; which is not the Interpreter 

of the Lies of Phebus;z of him I mean whom vain 
Men call a God, and falſly pretend that he can 
propheſie; but of the great God, who is not 
made by Mens Hands like to dumb Idols hew'd 
out of Stone, neither has he a Houſe, nor is a 
Stone ſet up in a Temple, dumb and deaf, which 

is a pernicious Scandal to Men; of him whom 
none can ſee from the Earth, nor meaſure with 
their Mortal Eyes, and whom no Hand of Mor- 
als made; He ſees all Men at once, but is ſeen of 
none himſelf; His is the dark Night, the Day, the 
Sun, Stars and Moon, and the Sea full of Fiſn, 
the Land, and the Rivers, and the Water of the 
overflowing Springs, Creatures for Food and 
Showers to produce the Fruits of the Earth,  _ 
and Trees, and Vines, and Olive Trees: This is 
he who vehemently excites my Mind to declare ; 
traly to Men both things that are preſent, and 

things that will come hereafter, from the firſt , 
Generation to the eleventh, for he reveal'd them 
compleatly to me. But you O People hear the. 
Voice of the Siby! who from her holy Mouth 

ſpeaks theſe true Prophecies 

Thoſe Men ſhall be happy on the Earth that 


* A. — * 


. 
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1, love the great God, giving Praiſe ro him before 
they eat and drink, depending on their Piety to 
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their Altars, and vain Statues of deaf Stones, 
which are polluted with the Blood of Mankind, 
and the Sacrifices of four-footed Beaſts, but have 
regard to the great Glory of the one God; who 
neither commit cruel Murders, nor get great 
Gains by Thefts, nor, what is moſt horrible to 
be done, have any ſhameful Inclination to Adul- 
tery, nor to vile, odious, and loathſom Sodamy 
whoſe pious Life and Converfation other Men 
who delight in Impudence will not imitate, but 


will deride them with Scorn and Laughter, and 
fooliſhly forge Calumnies againſt them as guilty 


of thoſe wicked Actions which themſelyes per- 
petrate; for all Mankind are hard to believe: 


World and of Men, which God himſelf ſhall 


| execute, judging botk the wicked and the righte- 


ous, he will ſend the wicked again into Dark- 


neſs, and then ſhall they know the great Impie- 


ty they have committed: but the righteous ſhall 


remain on the fruitful Earth, the Spirit of God 


ſhall be finiſhed in the tenth Age. 
= 
5 
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and who avoid all the Idol-Temples they ſee, and 
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| LIBER QUARTUS. | 
of theContents of the whole Book. 


bappen from the firſt Generation. Ny 

Firſt ef all, the AHrians ſhall govern all Men 
por fix Ages, reigning over the World from the 
0 Wl Time that the Sea covered the Land, by the 


Inundation of a Deluge, when the God of Hea- 


ven was angry with the Cities and with all Men. 
Thoſe the Medes will ſupplant, and reign in their 
; Throne. But they ſhall continue only two Ages; 
| in which time theſe things ſhall happen; there 
5 ſhall be a Datkneſs like that of the Night, in 


Moon; and the Earth ſhall be moved with a great 
Earthquake, joyn'd with a Noiſe, and ſhall over- 
throw many Cities and Works of Men, and I- 
lands ſhall riſe from the bottom of the Sea: but 
when the great River Euphrares ſhall afford an 
Inundation of Blood, then 'ſhall be a grievous 
Fight between the Medes and Perſiant; and the 
Medes being conquer'd by the Perſians, ſhallfly over 
the great River Tris, and the Perfian Power ſhall 
be the greateſt in all the World, and it ſhall be 
a moſt: happy Monarchy for one Generation. 


Medes and the Per ſians, which is recorded by He- 
rodotus; and the general Succeſſion of the Monar- 
cChies here agrees in the main with the Bible, and 
with the beſt Hiſtories of the World, 


Men hate, Fights, Murders, Seditions, and 
Flights, the Subverſion of Towers, and Inſurre- 
tions of Cities. | | 

Fn EY When 


N. B. This Oracle is a kind of Proem or FRO ary 


But now I will relate thoſe chings which will 


the middle of the Day, and the Stars ſhall be 
wanting in the Heavens, and the Circle of the 


N. B. This Oracle belongs to that Battle between tbe 


Then ſhall thoſe evil Deeds be done Thich 
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 - LIBBR QUARTUS. 
Helleſpont, and ſhall make great Devaſtations in 
ſhall be a Famine, and Steritity, though it be 


exceeding fit for the Plow and Corn, and this 


ſhall eontinue- there twenty ears; when Nile 


which makes Egypt abound in Corn, ſhall in ſome 


other Place hide its black Water under the Earth. 
N. B. This twenty: ears Famine in Egypt, is not I 

' think mentioned by the Hiſtorians, © 
A great King ſhall lift up his Spear, and 
come from Aſia into Greece, with innumerable 
Ships; he ſhalb come on foot over the Sea, bur 
ſhall fail alone on the dry Land; whom miſcra- 


ble Aa ſhall receive when he flies from that 


_— 


War. 


. of: Xerxes. into Greece, bis: Defeat there, and his 
ame fu] Flight. thence, 

A fiery Torrent ſhall break forth from Arne, and 
terribly burn all miſerable Sicily z and the great 
City of Men ſhall fall into the deep Sea. And 
there will be Diſcord in Greece, and when they 
are enrag'd againſt one another, they ſhall de- 
ſtroy many Cities, and kill many by fighting, bur 
the Victory ſnall be doubrful amongſt em. 
But when the Time of Men ſhall come to the 
tenth Age, then ſhall the Perſſans be brought in- 
to Subjettian and Slavery, and be terrific 5 
Bur wien the Macedonians ſhall glory in their 
Dominions, then the Thebans ſhall he ſubdued; 
the Cariavs ſhall inhabite Tyre, and the Thrians 
ſhall periſh ; then Sand ſhall cover all Samos at the 


| Shoar, and Delos ſhall appear no more, but ſhall 
intirely. vaniſh; and Babylon. ſhall appear great, 
bur ſhall prove little, and in vain depend upon 


The 


its unprofitable Walls, 


\ 


N. B This Oracle belong plainly e, Expedition 
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_  LIBER .QUARTUS, 
The Macedonians ſhall inhabite Bara, and all 


they which inhabite Batira and Suſa ſhall fly in- 


to Greece. There ſhall be a time in future Ages 
when Silver-ftream'd Pyramus, which flows by 
the Shore, ſhall come to the holy Iſland. The 
Cities of Sybaris and Cyzicus ſhall fall when the 
Earth ſhall ſpew out Water, and cauſe Earth- 
quakes z and Rhodes ſhall ſuffer the laſt but grea- 
teſt De ſtruction; nor ſhall the Kingdom of Ma- 
cedonia always continue. But in the Weſt a great 
ſtaliaun War ſhall ſpring, by which the World 
ſhall ſerve, and wear the Yoke of the Italian, 
and O Carthage, every one of thy Towers ſhall 


fall to the Ground. O miſerable Laodices, - an 


Earthquake ſhall utterly overturn thee, bur ſhall 
ſet thee up again a large City; and theu mi- 


ſerable Grinth ſhalt ſee thy ſelf taken. - 0 
Lycia! who aboundeſt in fragrant Ointmente, 
the trembling Earth has never yer caſt thee down: 


Buc thou ſhall fall with a noiſe to the Earth, 
and defire to fly into another Country as a Stran- 
ger. O Armenia, the Tralians ſhall by force ſub- 
due thee, who alſo ſhall deſtroy the great Tem- 


{ 


ple of God. **— 
N. B. The time of theſe Deſolations being not di- 


ſtinctiy ſet down here, it is hard to determine 2. 


bout the Completion of all theſe Oracles ; tho" ſome 
ef them have been evidemly fulfilled, 


But when they through a fooliſh Confidence 


ſhall caſt away all Care of Righteouſneſs, and 
commit an horrible Murder on the Prineans [or, 
about the Temple] then a great King. like a cloſe 
perfidious Fugitive, ſhall fly from Italy over the 


River Eupbrates | and this will be when he has 


committed a horrible wicked Murder upon his 
own Mother. And when he hag committed ma- 
ny other Crimes by his wicked Hands; 


„ 


then 8 
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then many 
of Rome; while he flies beyond the bounds of 


Then ſhall come into the Weſt great warlike 
Contentions: a great and Roman Runagate ſhall / 


LIBER QUARTUS. 
ſhall be lain about the holy Ground 


his Empire. The Terror of the Romans ſhall 


come into Syria, who ſhall burn about the Tem- 
ple, and ſlay multitudes of Men in that War, and 


63 


deſtroy the large Country of Fudea, and then an 


Earthquake ſhall deſtroy ak and Papbos, when 


black Water ſhall difturb the famous Cares. 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems plainly to belong to Nero, 
and the fir Perſerution ; only it implies that he was 
mot ſlain in Italy, ar the Report was, but went over 

to the Parthians, of which the Roman Hiſtory 


fords ſome Suſpicion; as to Salamis and Paphos, red; | 


Prediction agrees well to their Deſiradtion by an 
. Earthquake in the Days of Veſpatian. - 


But when Fire ſhall riſe out of Clefts in he. * 


lian Earth, and ſhall reach upwards to Heaven, 
ic ſhall burn many Cities, and kill many Men. 


And the fuliginous Aſhes in great quantity ſhall 


fill the Air, and Drops hall fall from — 
like Minium; then ſhall be known the Anger of 


God, becauſe they bave deftroy'd the Innocent 


Stock 15 Righteous Men. 


N. 5 . This Oracle agrees A wall mb the terri- 
he Erup rion of Veſuvius, A. D. 79. of which - 


_ the Hi ner x ve 4 full Account. Pl 5 obſerves 
it at 4 Completion of the Sibylls Prediction. 


lift up bis Spear, and paſs Euphrates which ma- 
ny Myriads of Men. Unhappy. Auriveb ! they 


ſhall no longer call thee a City, becauſe of thy 


Folly, thou ſhalt fall by the Italian: Spears, and 


then Foyrus ſhall be he 8 by a he hack and 
cruel War. 


N. B. 
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LIBER WAR TUS. 


N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to the Wars with the 


barbarous Nations,when they began to make Irrupti- 
ons into the Weſt ; to Trajan's Conqueſt beyond Eu- 
e was there; and at laſt to the holy Mar, ben An- 
tioch was again taken by the Latius about the End 
of the Eleventh Century. TINA 60 oy 


Alas, Alas! O miſerable Cyprus! the Waves 
of the broad Sea ſhall deſtroy thee, when thou 


at toſs d by violent Storms; but great Riches 
ſhall come into Aſa, when Rome ſhall repay twice 
x much of the Riches which ſhe had laid up in a 


arge Treaſury. A grievous Famine ſhall deſtroy 


the Cities of the Carians, which are beautifully 


built with Towers on the Banks of Maander, when 


Meander ſhall hide its black Water. But when 


Righteouſneſs, Faith, and Juſtice are deftroy'd 
by Men who give themſelves to wicked Enter- 
prizes, and they ſhall be guilty of foul Injuries, 


and many other ill things, and none ſhall vindi- 
cate or eſteem the Juſt, but they ſhall delight in 


juſtice, and ſhall unjuſtly deſtroy all of em in 
their Rage, polluting their Hands with much 
daughter; then they ſhall know that God is not 
ny longer patient, but in time will judge and de- 


roy all the Generations of Mankind by a great 


Conflagration. Ah fooliſh Men! repent of theſe. 
things, and do not provoke the great God to An- 


ger of all kinds; but lay aſide your Weapons, 


jour Torments, your Murders, and Injuſtice, and 
vaſh your Body in 7 flowing Rivers g 
| 1 W 
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hrates; to the terrible Earthquake at Antioch when 
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BIBAION 


** Huafplov Dviſlot,res d c r yaixanruid, 180 


' 


LIBER QUARTUS. | 


Pardon for your Actions paſt, and make Amends 
bor your Impiety, whieh has been great, by a pi- 
+ MW ous Life; and then God will repent and not de- 
ſtroy you, but ceaſe from his Anger again, if 


nourable in your Soul. But if you will not be 
perſwaded by me, O Men of an evil Heart! but 
jove Unrighteouſneſs, and receive theſe Advices 
with a perverſe Mind, a Fire ſhall eome into the 
World, and theſe Signs ſhall appear in it, Swords, 


and all the World ſhall hear a bellowing and ve- 
hement Noiſe, and the Earth ſhall burn. And 
after the Fire hath deftroy'd all Mankind, and 


8p, then all things ſhall become Soot and Aſhes ; 
God ſhall extinguiſh this immenſe Fire which he 


ſhall again form Men: and when he hath made 
them as they were before, then ſhall the Judg - 
ment be; in which God ſhall a& juſtly, judgin 
the World again; and thoſe Men who have live 
wickedly, the Earth ſhall cover them, bur they 
who are righteous ſhall live again on the Earth, 
God giving the Pious Spirit and Life and ſufficis 
ent Proviſions z and then all Men ſhall fee them- 
ſelves, Moſt bappy is that Man who ſhall be in 
Being at that Time! 02 


gration, Reſurrection, and Renovation of things, in 
a perfect Agreement with the Scripture Prophecies 


ou. 


„ E 2 B oOOR 


and ſtretching your Hand towards the Sky; ask 


on all will follow after Piety, which is truly ho- 


and the Sound of a Trumpet when the Sun riſes; 


all Cities, and Rivers, and Seas ſhall be burnt 
but when all things ſhall be Soct and Aſhes, and 
had kindled, out of thoſe Bones and Aſhes God 


g 


N. B. This famons Oracle mary pleaſe for the Confla- | 


and is at large quoted in the Apeſtolical Conſtituti - 
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But why does my ſagacious Mind ſugget — "of 
things? G miſerable Aja! I now ſadly lament 
thee, and the Nations of the nin, Curim and 
rich Lydiuns. Alas! alas! for Sardis; alas! ala!) 
for the beloved Trallis; alas! alas { for the beauti- 
ful City of Laadicea; becauſe ye ſhall be deſtroy d 
by Earthquakes, and reduced to Aſhes: In dark 
Aſia and rich Lydia the Temple of Diana, fix d at 
Epheſus, ſhall fall into the Sea, by a great F 
in the Earthquakes, and thereby be utterly ruin'd; 
when the Storms-drown the Ships: then Epheſns 
being overthrown, ſhall lamenton the Shore ; and 
ſeek her Temple which ſhall be no longer inha- 
bited. And then God, who is Immortal, and 
0 lives in Heaven, being angry, ſhall ſend from 
Heaven a fiery Storm againſt the Impious, and 
at that Time there ſhall be Summer inſtead of 
Winter; and this ſhall happen afcerwards to 
Men; for the Omnipotent Thunderer ſhall de- 
J ſtroy all the Impudent by Thunder, Lightning, 
/ and fiery Thunder bolts, which ſhall deſtroy them 
who are perverſe and wicked, and extirpate em 
all, ſo that there will remain more Dead ypon 
the Earth than there is Sand: And Smyrna ſhall 
come lamenting their own Lycurgus ro the Gates 
of Epbe/as, and ſhall erich Wörle mare 7 
„ Bur footith Cee, with its fiſpired Waters, 
ſhalf be caſt Jown by the Hinds of the Gods, of 
unjuſt and wieked Men; no, more ſhall thy Gba-- 
riot. aſcend into the Sky, dür thou ſhalr remain 
dend at the Comes Watelt, and then thoſe who 
remain ſhall ſuffer Affliction together, whenthou 
ſhalt have a Sign, 1 for what ey 
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ſuffereſt; for the People of Cuma are obſtinate and 


an impudent Tribe. Afterward when they fhall 
have a Soil naughty and full of Aſher, Lesbos 


ſhall- be deſtroyed for ever at Eridauus. 


Alas I alas! for. thee Corcyra,. a beautiful City! 
leave off thy Luxury. And thou Land of Hierapo- 
is abounding in Riches, 'thoa ſhalt have the Coun» 
try which thou haſt deſired; but it ſhall be a 


71 


mournſul one; thou ſhalt. be thrown down near 


the Banks of the River Ther madon; and ſtony Tri- 
plis near the River Aæander; and ſhalt be filled 


with the Night Waves on thy Shore, The Will 
and Providence of God ſhall deſtroy thee utterly; 
— The Neighbouring Country that deſires to 


have Phœbus. [Somewhat is here wanting.) 


A fiery Whirlwind from Heaven. ſhall deſtroy 
Miletus the Delicate; becauſe it received the de- 


deceirful Oracle of Phabus, and the wiſe Coun- 
ſels of Men, and their prudent Advice ! 


N. B. Theſe Deſotations are wot here fixed as to Time, 
and ſo it is difficult to ſay much about their Comple- 
tion: only that of Cuma and Puteoli in its Neigh- 
bourhood is taken Notice of by Plutarch, as remark-. 


ably fulfilled in his Days or not long before; which 


ſeems to be as a Fudgment on it far its Idolatry, and 
the Heathen Oracles there encouraged; which is 
here the Caſe of Miletus alſo, where Apollo had an 


FSI, =. 

O Father of all! ſpare the pleafant and fruit - 
ful Land, great Fudea, that we may deliver thy 
Laws; (For this Land God firſt enriched by bis 
Bounty ;) that it may appear to all Men to be the 


firſt of all other in thy Favour, and that it may 


attend to what God hath promiſed. 

O 7js, the unfortunate Goddeſs! thou ſhalt 
continue at the Waters of Nile alone, mad and 
raging upon the Sands of Acheron, and thou ſhak 
no more be remember'd thro? all rhe Earth. 
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much, and lie. a Monument of Ruin in miſerable 


And thou Serapis placed on a Rock i mira 


Eompt; and they ein Ægyt which defire 
ſhall all lament thee grievouſly, even all that have 
an immortal Soul in them: and as many as praiſe 
God ſhall know that thou art nothing. 
And one of the Prieſts cloath'diri Linnen ſhall 
ſay, Come let us build a true and beautiful Tem- 
ple for God; come let us change the wicked 
Laws of our Anceſtors, by which they without 
Confideration celebrated Pomps and Feaſt- Days 
in honour of Gods of Stone and Earth; let us 
turn our Hearts to praiſe the immortal God, who 


is the Father of all, and Eternal, the Governour 


of all, the moſt true, the King, the Father and 
Preſerver of Souls, the great God, that always 
exiſts : and then there ſhall be a great pure Tem- 
ple in Ægypt, and the People who ferve God 
ſhall bring their Sacrifices to it, and God will 
enable them to live for ever. But when the - 
thiopians ſhall leave the inſolent Tribes of the 
Triballi, and ſhall reſt there, and plow Ægypt as 
their own, then they ſhall begin their Wicked. 
neſs, that all things that are to come te paſs may 
bedone, for they ſhall overturn the great Temple 
in the Land of Agi. Then God ſhall pour 
forth bis grievous Vengeance on them, ſo as to 
leſtroy all. the Wicked and Unrighteous; and 
there ſhall be no more Long · ſuffering in that 
Country, becauſe they did not obſerve the Laws 
which God gave then. 
N. B. This Oracle ſeems to belong to the Converſion of 
Egypt 20 Chriftientty at firfl, and to its Overthrow 
77 0 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 


I, Te ORAcR which was formerly omit= 
ed, at the Beginning of the Third Book. 


Men of the Gentiles, who did not hear the Word 
'0 ef God. But when the Threats of the Great 
WH God ſhall come, and the flaming River, like a 
Torrent, ſhall fall on the Earth, it ſhall burn 
Belial, and all proud Men who have beliey'd in 
N. B. This Oracle, genuine, of which I much 
doubt, ſeems plainly to belong to Simon Magus, 
and thoſe primitive Antichriſis or Hereticks which 
ſucceeded him, 5 


And then the World ſhall be rul'd by the 

Hand of a Woman, believing her in all things. 
Bur whena Widow ſhall govern all the World, 
and caſt her Gold and Silver into the great Sea, 
and throw alſo her Braſs and Iron, ſuch as ſhort- 
liv'd Men vufe, into the Sea, then all the Ele- 
ments of the World ſhall become old, like a Wi- 
dow. When God, who lives above, ſhall roll up 
the Heavens, as a Book is rolled up; all the va- 
ious Patts ef the Heavens ſball fall on the mow 
| 1 5 ang 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 


and Sea: then a Cataract of pernicious Fire ſhall 
continually flow down, and burn the Earth, the 
Sea, and the Heayens, and the Days; and ſhall 
melt all the Creation into one Lump, and ſhall 
collect it into a pure Maſs, There ſhall then be no 


more the ſmiling Globes of the Stars, nor Night, 


nor Morning, nor many Days of Care, nor Spring, 
nor Summer, nor Winter, nor Autumn; and 


then the Judgment of the great God ſhail be 
reveal'd in the great Age, when all theſe things 


re done. 


N. B. This Oracle ſeems laiuly to belong to Anti- 
chriſtian Rome, which is ſtiled the Great Whore 


in the Apocalypſe, and is afterward" deſcribd as 
reduc d to a State of Widowhood, before the End 


of the World; which End of the World is bere 
 Plainly deſerib'd aſſo. 1 1 HR 


Omitted pag. 10. 
[The Beginning is wantin 


77 


O the Navigable Waters, and ki the Ear th, | 


where the Sun riſes and ſets! all things ſhall o- 
bey Him who comes into the World again; for 
the firſt World experienc'd his Power. 


N. B. This Oracle clearly relates to Cbriſt's ſecond 
Coming, at or after the Deſtruction of Antichriſt. 


N. B. Theſe four Verſes ſeem to be genuine, and are- | 


al Branch, if not the very beginning of anew Book, 

' #0 which the Proeme ought to be pre x d; For ſo it 

it noted in Opſopœus 7 Edition, that after the De- 

| : | fed, the Book began or went on with this Oracle, 
. in ſome MSS. ZIG r I | * 


But if the Gods beget Children, and ſtill con- 
tinue immortal, there will be more Gods than 
Men, nor will there be Room for mortal Men 
to ſtand upon. | 
EC FINITS. 


A Collickion of ſuch ancient Teſtimonies con- 
cerning the SIBYLLINE ORACLES A 
are omitted before. he 


N. B. The Pages here are thoſe of Opſopceus' Elition T6 


ef theſe Oracles. - 

Plat cr Eraclitus ſaid, that the Sibyll ſpake with the to 
Pyth. non Voice of one that was diſtracted; bur that bi 
— In ſhe ſpake things that were ſerious, without Orna- * 


ment, and without Deceit; and that, by God 6 
Aſſiſtance, ſhe continued to ſpeak for a thouſand 
Years together, SY 25 
In Avibus, Upon Ariſtephanes's mentioning the Sibyll, his ſo 
p. 103. Scholiaſt ſays, There were three Sy; the Firſt * 
of whom, as ſhe ſays in her own Verſes, was the 
Siſter of Apollo; the Second was the Erytbræa; Pe 
and the Third was the Sardinian Sibyll. ct 
p. %% In Plato's Theages, Socrates and Theages are intro- * 
duced ſpeaking thus: Soc. Tell me what Name an (0 
we to give to Bacis, and the Sibyll, and our Country- 
man Amphilytus? Theag. Pray what Name, 80. 
22252 we give them, but that of Poetick Pro- 
hesse | bs a 1 
Bid. b Plato, in his Phædrus, ſpeaks thus: We are Par- 
takers of the greateſt Benefits by the Means of Euthu- 
fraftick Fury, which is beffowed on us by the. Divint 
Bounty. For both the Propheteſs which is at Delphi, 
and the Prieſteſſes at Dodona, when they were ſubjelt = 
to that Fury, have been the Inſtruments of à great deal 
of Good to Greece, both publickly and privataly; but 
when they were void of it, havt done little or. nothing 
for its Advantage. And if we ſhould make Mention 


vine 


#01 
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vine Faculty of Prophecying, and have rig htly foretold 

a great many Events to many Perſons, we-ſhould be 

110 redious; and ſay no more than what is univerſally 

known already. „ SIR I! FONG 
Ariſtotle, in his Book TI:p? davuaciuv axvopa- p. 59. 

roy ſays, That at Cena in Lay there is to be ſeen 

the ſubterranean Cavern of the Sibyl, who gave 

Oracles ; who, as they ſay, continued a Virgin 

he to an exceeding old Age. She was of Erjrbre; 

but was ſaid by ſome of the Italians to be of Ca- 

na; and by ſome that ſhe was named Melan- 

d £7014, ¶ See another Paſſage of his in the ſame Page.] 

| Gicers obſerves, That whereas the Faculties of p. 119. 

the Mind are affected in two Caſes without Rea- 

his WW fon and Underſtanding, meerly by their own free 

and unconfined Motion, the one in an Enthuſia- 

he I ſtick Fury, the other in Sleep; the Romans ſup- 

poſing that the Divination of Enthuſiaſm was 


* chiefly diſcovered in the Sibylline Verſes, choſe 
to: ten Perſons out of the City, and appointed them 
to be their Interpreters. 77 e 
= | And again he ſays, Thoſe att without Art who ibid. 
50. #76 able to foretell future Events, not by Reaſon or 


Conjetture, drawn from Signs and Obſervations, but 
from an Emotion of the Mind, and a free and unre= 
firain'd Impetus; which not ſeldem happens in Dreams, 
and ſometimes in ſuch as predict Futurities in an Eu- 
thuſiaſtic k Rage; as was the Caſe of Bacchis of Bœ- 
otia, of Epimenides of Creet,. and of the Erythrz- 


ec an Sibyll. | „ 
4 And again, An Inſtuonce from the Earth inſpired p. 120. 
5, fl the Prophereſs at Delphi, but an Influence from Na- 

ing re inſpired the Sibyll OO 8 


Lactantius gives us a very particular Account K 1% 
97. from Varro in theſe Words: M. Varro, who was 132. 
inet inferior in Learning to any of the Latins, or in- 


4 
N 
{ 
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| Books conserning Divine Matters, which he dedicated 
10 Caius Cæſar, who was then Pontifex Maximus, 
he had made Mention of the Quindecimviri, he ſays, 


but were therefore called by one Name of Sibylline, 


not Ben but Bunn as if the Word Sibyll Igniſied the 


whom Mention is made by Nicazor, who wrote 


the (3d) was of Delphi, whom Chryſippus ſpeaks 


when they went to Trey, that Troy ſhould be 
deſtroyed, and that Homer ſhould write Lies. 


(th) was the Cuman; whoſe Name was Ama- 


deed of the Greeks alſo that ever litꝰ d, when in tho 5 


That the Sibylline Books did not belong to one Sibyll, 


becauſe that all Female Propheteſſes were by the Anci- 
ents named Sibylls, either from the real Name of her 
of Delphi, or from their publiſhing the Directions of 
the Gods: for in the {Eolick Diale# they called 
the Gods not Oeol but Siot, and called their Direction 


Directions of the Gods, [ Varro added.] Now. the 
Sibjlls were in Number ten; and he enumerated 
them all in agreement with the Teſtimonies of 
thoſe Authors who wrote of them diſtinct. 
ly. That the (1ſt) of them was a Perſian; of 


a Hiftory of Alexander King of Macedon. That 
the (zd) was a Libyan; of whom Mention. is 
made by Euripides, in his Prologue to Lamia. That 


of in that Book which he compoſed concerning 
Divination. That the (4th) was a Cimmerian in 
Traly;, who is named by Nevins in his Books of 
the Punick War, and by Piſo in his Annals. That 
the (frh) was the Erythrean; of whom Apollods 
rus of Erythre affirms that ſhe was of the ſame 
City with him; that ſhe foretold to the Greeks 


That the (6th) was the Samian: of whom Er 
zoſthenes wrote, that he found ſome Account of 
her in the ancient Annals of Samos. That the 


thea; but who was.namod Demophile, or es 


who gave out her Predictions. 
the (10) was the Tiburtinsz 


* 


( 
her own; which becauſe they are aſcrib'd in ge- 
neral to the Sibyll, are believed to belong to one 
Woman. They are withal confuſed, ſo that one 
cannot diſtinguiſh them, nor tell to which every 
Book diſtinctly belongs, excepting the Caſe of 


the Erjthrean 3 who has her ſelf inſerted her 


true Name in the Beginning of her Book, tho 
ſne owns ſhe was born at Babylon. Moreover, 
we alſo ſhall, without Diſtinction, quote the Si- 
byll in general, whenever we ſhall have Occafi- 
on to make ule of any of their Teſtimonies, 
Now all theſe Sibylls declare there is bur one 
God; and eſpecially the Erythrean, who is e- 
ſeemed the moſt famous and noble Sibyll of all 
the reſt : as appears by this, that Feneſtella, a moſt 
diligent Writer, ſpeaking of the Quindecimviri, 


ſays, When the Capitol was rebuilt, C. Curio, 


the Conſul, referr'd it to the Senate, that Le- 
gates might be ſent to Erythre, and ſeek out the 


| Verſes of the Sibyll, and bring them to. Rome. 


That accordingly P. Gabinius, M. Octacilius, and 


T. Falerius were (ent, and brought with them to 


Rome about 1000 Verſes, which had been tran- 


| ſcribed by private Perſons. Which is the ſame 


P. 132 ; 
I'33s 


Account we have above had from Varro. 
And elfewhere La#antias informs us, That not 


a few, and thoſe great Authors, have affirmed, 


that the Sibylls were any in Number; as Ari- 
ſonicus and Apollodords of Erythræ among the 
Greeks, Varro and Feneſtella among the Latins. All 


"theſe take Notice that the Erythrean was the 
chief for Fame and Reputation. Nay Apollodo- 


rus values himſelf upon it that ſhe was of the 


fame City and People with him. And Feneſtella 


relates withal, that Legates were fent to Ery- 
thre by the Senate in order to fetch the Sibyll's 
. 8 Verſes, 
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Verſes to Rome ; and that the Conſuls Curio and 
Odctavius took Care they ſhould be laid up in that. 
Capitol, which by the Care of Q. Catulus was 

den rebel... ns Oy 
When Thebes was taken, the Vickors having Diodor: 
ſeeur d Daphne, the Daughter of Tireſias, they Sic. f. so. 
devoted her to God, in compliance with a cer- | 
er, fain Vow they had made, and as the principal 

Gi. of their Spoils. When ſhe was at Delphi, the 

who. was already Miſtreſs of her Father's Skill 

ez. of Divination. equally with himſelf, augmented 

no that Skill; and being of wonderful natural Abi- 

e- lities, ſhe wrote all forts. of Oracles, and thoſe 

al! WM of a different Nature. From whom they ſay 

ot chat Homer the Poet ſtole: many of her Verſes, 

and adorned his own Poem with them. Now 
becauſe ſhe was frequently inſpired, and deliver- 

« ed Oracles, they ſay ſhe was called Sibyll; be- 

ie WI cauſe in that Language to be a Sibyll, and to be 


. Inſpired, is all one. „ 3 
d When you ſhall have ſail'd thither, and ſhall virgi, .: 
arrive at Cama, at the Divine Lakes, and the 121, 132: 
ſounding Woods of Avernum, you will ſee the 
e Enthuſiaſtick Propheteſs; who at the Bottom 
of the Grotto ſings the Fates of Mankind, and 

ot commits her Marks and Words to looſe Leaves, 

d, and then digeſts them into Order, and leaves 
them by themſelves in the Grotto; where they 9 


4 remain immovable, every one in his Place, with= 
out admitting any Diſorder. But as ſoon as the 
e Doors are opened, and the leaſt Breath of Wind 
„ fdtrikes upon them, and thereby the tender Leaves 
« are diſordered, ſhe. never troubles her ſelf to 


catch hold of them as they fly about the Cave, 
do reſtore them to their due Situation, nor joyn 
chem into a regular Poem. So the Enquirers go 

2 1 their 
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their way without Succeſs, and are greatly diſſi- 
tisfied with this Sibyll's Seat. + 
But the pious nas goes to thofe Towers o- 
ver which great Apollo preſides, and to the vaſt 
and remote Cave ot the tremendous Sibyll, into 

| whom Apollo of Delos inſpires vaſt Abilities of 
Mind, and diſcovers future Events. There is on 
the Eubaan Coaſt a vaſt Cave cut out of the 
Rock, into which open a hundred Mouths, 
whence do proceed as many Voices; which are 
the Anſwers of the Sibyll. uta was come to 
the Entrance, when the Virgin Propheteß ſaid, 
Tis time to pray for Revelations : The Divini- 
ty, the Divinit/ is preſent. As ſhe ſpake the 
Words, at the very Entrance, her Countenance 
and Colour chang'd, and her Hair was diſorder'd; 
her Breaſt heav'd, and her violent Paſſions ſwell'd 
her: She ſeem'd bigger than ordinary, and her 
Voice appear'd to be different from that of Mor. 
tals, upon this her immediate Seizure by the 


* 
— ” 8 


Divinity. — Fhis cu Sibyll did in this 
Language ſing after a terrible Manner what ww 
very intricate out of her retired Cell, and groan d 

15 in her Cave, involving true Events in obſcure 


Words. Se Ovid, in p. 123. . 

Rclog. IV. Sicilian Muſes, Let us ſing of Events ſlill grea- 
Jt ter. All are not ſatisfy'd with lew Subjects; 
and if we ſing Paſtorals, let it be done in ſuch a 

Way as may be worthy of aConfuk. The laſt Age 

of the Cmæan Verſes is now coming: & great 

Series of Ages is now beginning anew: The Vir- 

in her ſelf is now returning: The Reign of & 
rn is now renewing: A new Offspring is now 
fending down from Heaven. But do you, chaſte 
Cucina, favour the Birth of this Child, at whoſe 
Nativity the Iron Age will end, and the Golden 
13 3 12 F + 8 Age 


- pl fn 29 &@ Mn ms o@ md mn LI I. 


oy 


MS FF”. Dzq5 = 


/ 9 


een eee @ © w 3 - 
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the old Fraud; enough to induce Men till to go 


Ag will commence over all the World. Your A. 

I now reigns. And certainly this Honour of the 
Age, O Pol 70, will take its Riſe under your Con- 
fulſhip ; and thence will the famous Months be- 


gin their Progreſs, Under this Conduct our 
wicked Practices, if the Footftep of any ſuch 


ſhall remain till, ſhall be blotted out; and the 
World clear'd from the Apptehenſions which are 


' cauſed by them. He ſhall be admitted ro the 


Life of the Gods, and converſe with Heroes, and. 
ſhall be ſeen by them, and ſhall rule the peace» 
able World_with his Father's Virtues. The 
Earth ſhall produce for you, O Child, her ſmal- 


ler Firſt-Fruits, without Toil. The She-Goats 


wilt come home to you of themſelves, with Breaſts 
full of Milk : Nor will the Flocks have reaſon 
to fear the Lions. In your Cradle you ſhall have 


Flowers for yeur Solace: The Serpent ſhall be 


„with the poiſonous Weeds; and the 
Grian ſweet · ſmelling Flower ſhall grow and 
become common. However, as ſoon as you ſhall. 
be able to read of the praiſe-worthy Actions of 
the Heroes, and of the Acts of your Father, 
and. to know what Virtue is, the Fields ſhall 
gradually ripen ; the red Grapes fhall hang upon 
the very Thorns; and the hard Oak ſhall ſwear 
Honey-Dews. Yet will there be ſome Remains of 


to Sea in Ships, and to fortify Towns with Walls, 
and to plough the Field into Furrows, There 
will be then another Pilot, and another Ship xo 
carry Warlike Heroes: There will alſo be other 
Wars, and another Achilles ſhall be ſent to Troy. 
But then, when you are arrived at a confirmed 
Age, the Pilot ſhall leave the Sea; nor ſhall 
Merchant-Ships paſs _ one Country to ano» 


ther, 


F. 467. 
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ther. Every Country ſhall bring forth all ſorty 
of Fruit; there ſhall be no Occaſion of Harrows 
for the Soil, or of Pruning-Hooks for the Vine 
yards; the robuſt Gauntryman ſhall have no Oc-, 
caſion to yoke his Qxen any longer: Nor ſhall | 
Wooll ftand in need of any Adulteration of its 
native Colour: The Rams in the Fields ſhall 
change the Colour of their Fleeces, ſometimes 
into Scarlet, and ſometimes into Saffron; and 
the Purple ſhall ſpread itſelf over the Lambs as 


they are feeding. The unanimous and inflexible 


Parcs have decreed it, Let ſuch Ages as theſe 
run on: Do you then, O deareſt Offspring of the 


Divinity, and Son of Jupiter, now the Time is 
ſo. near, enter upon your moſt hanourable State. 


Look how the preſent World, compoſed” of the 


high Heaven, the Earth, and Sea, is. tottering 
with its own vaſt unwieldy Bulk ! Look how 
all things rejoice upon the Proſpect of this new 
Age! O that the laſt Period of my Age and of 


my Breath might hold out long enough to cele: 
brate your Actions! &c, e ; 8 


I do but repeat, ſays Dianyſius of Halicarnaſſus, 
after his Account of the Capitoline Sibylls before 
alledged, p. 7, 11, 12, 23, 24. what Terentius Var. 

ro has given an Account of in his Treatiſe of Di- 

vine Matters. ¶ Mie, that Jomis here ſome Teſti- 

monies already alledged, p. 462, G.] 
Moreover, the intire Coaſt which is now cal- 
led Italy was devoted to that God, and called Sa- 
turnia by the Inhabitanrs, as one may obſerve in 
certain of the Sibylliye Books, and in other Ora - 
cles derived from the Gddluss. 


„ Thar Eneas and the Trojane eame to Eh all 
me Rowan Authors aſſure us; and fo do the Sp- 


lemnities uſed in their Sacrifices, and Feſtivals; 
- 5 5 28 
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as alſo. the S:bylline and - Pyrbick Oracles; and 

many other Indicgtions there are of the ſame: 

which no one ought to overlook, or ſuppoſe to 

be feigned for its Credit only. | See Five more 

Paſſages out of this Dionyſius, p. 468, 469, 479. 
8x out f Plutarch, p. 471 —— 475. relating 10 
the Capitoline Sibyll in tbe ſame Place. ] 
gee alſo a great Number of Teſtimonies about 
the Cepizoline-Sibyll out of Livy, p. 479-485. 
Four. out of Florus, p. 485, 486. One out of Ta- 
cities, p. 486. Two our of Suetonius, ibid. Two 
out of Plim, p. 486, * Three out of Slinus, 
p.487. Three out of Valerius Maximus, p. 487 
488. One out of Alius Spartianus, p. 488. 
One out of Juliur Capizolinus, ibid. One out lid. 
of Trebellius Pollio, p. 489. Two out of Fla. 
vius Vopiſcus, (one of them already ſer down at 
large) p. 489, 490, 491. One from Aurelius Vi- 
For, p. 491. Two from Ammianus Marcellinus, 
ibid. Two out of Lactantius, p. 491, 492. Two 
out of Auguſtin, p. 492. One out of A. Gellius 
(already ſer down) p. 403. One out of Macro- 
bius, ibid. Two out of Servius upon Virgil, p. 494. 

- Sutdas ſays, that Herophila, who is the ſame , 
with the Frythrean Sibyll, the Daughter of Teo. 
dbrus, wrote in Epic Verſe Three Books of Divi- 
nation, and came to Kom in the Time of the 
Conſuls, as ſome ſay ; as others, in the Time of 
Tarquin ; pretending to give Oracles by them. 
But when ſhe was deſpiſed, ſhe burnt Two of 
the Books which ſhe had brought with her. How- 

ever, one which remained was preſerved; which 
was purchaſed by the Romans at a great Price. 
In the Time of the Expedition of the Argonauts jpid. 

the Erytbraan Sibyll gave Oracles among the 
_ Greeks, at which Time ros, the Father of Ilus 
B FS e 
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and Ganymedes 5 0 in Phrygia, p. 4⁰ 7. See 


there another Te 


imony of Suidas belonging to 
the Capitoline Sibyll. | 5 


* 


Strabo ſays that Sibyll, one of the inſpir'd and 


prophetick Women among the Ancients, was 
of Erythre; and that there was another ſuch 


Propheteſs as ſhe of the ſame City in the Days 


Ibid. 


of Alexander, who was called Athenais, 
And elſewhere : I have,fays he, ſpoken ſo largely 
about Ammon, that I ſhall add but a little more; 


_ andit is this; that Divination in general and O- 


| P.63, 64. 


racles were among the Ancients in greater Ho- 
nour ; whereas they are now in ſmall Reputa- 
tion: The Romans being. ſatisfied with the 
Sibylline Oracles, the Tuſcan Auguries, and thoſe 


by Entrails, Birds, and by Signs from Heaven 


that the Erythrean Athenais ſpake about Nobi- 


lity ; and that ſhe was like the ancient Erytbean 


Sibyll. . 


P. 126. 


| ta. 


Pliny ſays, There was a Divine Power, and 
a certain moſt noble Society with the Gods in 
the Sßbyll among Women: Among Men in Me- 


lampus for the Greeks, and in Martius for the 


Romans. 5 „ 
And elſewhere, Indeed I don't wonder that 

there are,Statues of the Sibyll by the Forum, 

altho* they be Three in Number: One which 


Ser. Pacuvins Taurus the Ædile of the People, 


and Two which M. Meſſala reſtored. 


Solinus ſays, At Cuma is Sibylls Chapel Haw. 


I mean, who was at Rome in the foth Olympiad, 
and whoſe Book was conſulted by our Ponti- 


| burnt by herſelf, becauſe Targuinius. Superbus of- 


fices till the Days of Cornelius Hilla. For then 
it was conſumed by Fire, together with the 


Capitol; while the Two other Books were 


fer'd 


ere 
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fer'd her a ſmaller Price than ſhe required for 
them. Her Sepulchre remains ftill in Sicily. 
Bocchus ſuppoſes that the Delphick Sibyll prophe- 
fied before the War of Troy; and he makes it 
plain that Homer inſerted many of her Verſes in- 
to his Work. Several Years after her followed 
Heriphile Erythræa, and was called Sibyll from 
the Reſemblance there was between them in 
this Science. She it was who, among other 
remarkable Things, gave Notice long before 
the Thing happened, that the People of Lesbos 
ſhould loſe the Dominion of the Sea, So the 
Series of Chronology proves that the Cuman Si- 
byll comes after them in the third place. 


Juvenal fays, I commend him for his Intenti- 2.127. 
on of ſettling at Came, which is now thin of . 


Inhabitants; and that he will thereby become 
one of Sibyll's Citizens. e 
And elſewhere, What I have juſt now pro- bid. 

fed is not a bare Opinion. Tis certainly true. 
I would have 2 receive it as you would do a 
Leaf of the Sibylls. | 


Plutarch ſays, I made the fame Anſwer about F. 64, Ge. 


the Sibylline Oracles. For as we ſtood over- 
againſt that Stone which was near the Court, 
upon which, as the Report goes, the firſt Si- 
byll, who came from Helicon, and had been 
brought up by the Muſes, ſat; (tho' ſome ſay 
ſhe came to Maleon, and that ſhe was the Daugh- 
ter of Lamia, who was herſelf the Daughter of 
Neptune) Serapion made mention of the Verſes 
in which ſhe ſung of herſelf, as tho' ſhe would 
not ceafe to divine even when ſhe were dead; 
but that ſhe would walk about in the Moon, 
and become that which we call the Face of the 
Moon; and that ſhe would, as a Spirit, inter- 
Woe | | mix 


; YL 
mix herſelf with the Air, and become famous 
for Predictions there; that ſhe would transform 
herſelf from a Body, and become Herbs and 
ſuch like vegetable Matter, for the Feeding of 
the ſacred Animals, ſuch as ſhould be of various 
Colours, and Shapes, and Qualities as to their 
Entrails; from whence would ariſe the Fore- 
telling of future Events to Men. Upon this 
Boethus did more openly laugh at ſuch Things, 
But Zous reply'd ; Altho' this be very like to x 
Wl. Fable, yet, Cc. [as before Pag. y, 78. 
P. 68, 59, And again, The Sibylls and the Bacchides caſt 
79, 71. out ſuch unecrtain Predictions at Random, ina 
careleſs Manner; and ſcattered about Expref: 
ſtons and Deſcriptions as they came into their 
Heads, of all ſorts of Calamities and Events: 
Some of which, when they came to pals by 
chance, were yet Falſities when they were ſpo- 
ken; altho' perhaps they by good Fortune real. 
ly happened afterwards. When Boethus had ar- 
gued thus, Serapion reply'd,: Your Aſſertion is 
true, with regard. to ſuch Events as are ſpoken 
of indefinitely, and without Diſtinction; ſuch as 
theſe, when Victory is promiſed ro a General, 
and he overcomes: Or when-a City is beſieged 
ie is foretold that it will be taken, and it is ta- 
ken. But when the Event is not only mention- 
ed, but the Manner how, and the Time when, 
and the Occaſion whereby, and the Aſſiſtance 
by whom the Event ſhall happen that is foretold, 
this is not a conjectural Gueſs at what perhaps 
may be, but the Foretelling of an Event that 
will certainly come W'. may obſerve that 
| ſeveral proper Names are hidden by ſome other 
2.71. Appellation: Thus Herophile, the Erythræan, who 
Was a Propeteſs, was called Sibyll. _ - 
| | * £144h 
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Elan ſays, There were Four Sibylla, the Ery- 


wan. Some ſay there were Six others of them; 
ind that chey amounted to Ten in all; among 
r hich were the Cumæan, and the Judæan. 

ore. Pauſanias ſays, There is a prominent Stone at 
this N Delybi, upon which the Inhabirants ſay a Wo- 
gs, nan, by Name Flerophile, by Appellation anci- 
ently called Sibyll, ſtood and chanted her Ora- 
ces. I have obſerved, that ſhe was as ancient 
aft s any other Sibyll whomſoever. The Greets 
firm ſhe was the Daughter of Jupiter and La- 


and that ſhe was the firſt Woman who deliver- 
ed Oracles and Verſes ; and they ſay ſhe was 
by named Sibyll by the Africans. But that this Hero- 
o- bbile, who was later than the other, appears how- 
ever to have herſclf been before the War of Troy. 
She alſo ſignified before-hand in. her Predictions, 
that Helena ſhould be educated at Sparta, for the 


x ſhould be taken on her account by the Greeks. 
The People of Delos make mention of the Hymns 
d of this Woman upon Apollo. She calls herſelf 


in her Poem not only Herophile, but Diana allo 
nay, ſometimes ſhe ſays ſhe is the Wife, ſome- 
„mes the Siſter, and ſometimes the Daughter of 

Apollo. And all this ſhe does in her Enthuſiaſtick 
Fury, and under Inſpiration, Fc. — Now the 


ple-keeper of Apollo Smintheus; and that ſhe 
rightly expounded the Dream of Hecuba in her 
Oracles, which we know was fulfilled. This 
very Sibyll lived the greateſt part of her Life 


threan, the Samian, the Egyptian, and the Sar- 


bid. 


P. 72, Ge. 


ma, who was herſelf the Daughter of Neptune; 


Deſtruction of Aſia and Europe; and that Ty 


—__ of Alexandria ſay, that ſhe was the Tem- 


at Samos; but came to Clarus a City of the 


Colophonians, as alſo to Delos and Delphi : To 
= / which 


Fhich laſt Place when ſhe came, ſhe ſtood and 


\ | P. I 00, 


* Ibid. & 7. Euſtathiut upon Homer aſſures us, that Arnie 


103. 


- - Cing the ſame way of a Prophetick Life: and for 
ſome particular Reaſon it was probably that they 


far as the third time, Ir is alſo reported that 
there were ſeveral Orphei among the Thracien:. 


from whence ſprang the Gergizhian. Sibyll, that 


of Apollo. Meroe, a City of Troy 3 whence 


' Tied Neſo and Bateano, the Daughters of Tower il 
the King; that by Ne/o he had Sibyll the Pre: or 


X. * 
92 
; * 2 . . 
p \ 5 * yp 


chanted upon this Stone, vc, [largely.]J 
Slephanus ſays thus. Gergis, 4 City of Tra 


gave Oracles; who is ingrav'd, and the Sphynz 
with her, on the Coins of the Gergithiansz as 
Phlegon affirms, in his firſt Olympiad. They ſay 
farther, that Sibyll's Sepulchre is in the Temple 


come the Erythrean Sibyll; for the Colour of 
that City was Red, as the Word Egibraa im- 
plies. US: ran 


ſaid, that Dardanus coming from Samothracia, mat: 


phereſs for his Daughter: from whom all the o: if of 


ther Prophetick Women were called Sibylls: not I th 
as being related to her by Blood, but as enjoy - 


ing that Name from the Reſemblance there was 
between their Divine Inſpirations,  _ _ © 
 Hermias pin ons ſays 3 There are ſuch yery 
ſtrange things ſaid of the Sibyll, that one is rear 
dy to look upon them to be Fables. However, 
the Sibylls were not a few; all of them embre: 


all choſe the Appellation of Sibylls. As it was 
the Caſe of Hermes Triſmegiſtns, who is ſaid to 
have come into Ege three times, to remember 
himſelf again, and that he was called Hermes as 


"Tis therefore not improbable, that all theſe Wo- 
men choſe to have theſe Appellations on account 
of ſome Communion or Remembrance, _ 

| = this 
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this very Sibyll of Erythre, of which we are dif- 
courſing, was at firſt called Eriphyle. They ſay 
at when ſhe firſt came out, ſhe foretold by every 
703 ones Name what ſhould befall them, and deliver 
that ed it in Verſe; and that after ſome time ſhe re- 
yox i covered her humane Form again 
„ Suidas has fo many and ſuch Variety of Ac- 
fay counts of the Sibylls, from the ſeveral elder Au- 
ple Wl thors he tranſcrib'd from, and is ſo large, that I 
nee omit them. See from p. 104 to 114. | 
of i Cearenus notes, that (beſides the Queen of She» P. 115.1886 
im be, whom he reckons. among the Sibylls) the 
Cumean. Sibyll was famous under Amaziah the 
8on of Foaſh,, the Somonear under Foſias, and 
the Samian under Darius the Son of Aſtyages. N 
| MAgathias ſays, that it was the common Traditi- p, 118. 
on, that the Sibyll foretold to Æncas the Son 
of Anchiſes, when he applied himſelf to her, all 
the things which ſhould afterwards befall him. 
Jamblicus aims to give an Account of the Man» 
ner of the Delphick Sibyll's delivering her Hea» 
then Oracles, p. 118, 119; but his Teſtimony 
being very late, and very little ro our Purpoſe, 
— . 4G ES 

Strabo quoting two Verſes now in our Sibyl- 
line Oracles, p. 60, 61, prius, prefaces it both 
times thus: There is an Oracle that is ſaid to 
have been given as follows, Geog. L. I. p. 1. Lo 
Fioſenbuas the Jew quotes the genuine Sibyll ui. L. I. 
in theſe Words. Of this Tower [of Babel] and © f. p. 12. 
of the Confuſion of Languages among Men, g., bg 
6 Sibyll-alſo-makes Mention, ſaying thus: When ung. I. 
all Men were of one Language, ſome of them IX. c. 15- 
© built a very high Tower, as if they would P 416. 
thereby aſcend u to Heaven. But the 5 — ; 


— 


. 
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s ſent Storms of Wind and overturned the Tow: fl 
| © er, and gave every one his peculiar Language; ill 
© and for this Reaſon it was that the City was pl 
© called Babylon. Only it is remarkable, that in ll ſe 
this, and only this Quotation, we have the Word v 
Goas in the Plural; and that in this, and only 
this Quotation, we have the Sibylline Text ſet Ml tu 

don in Proſe: the Occaſions of either of which 

things I ſhall not here inquire into, beoauſe I ſee tt 
no Foundation for any Satisfaction about them, is 
Z. v. . 1. The Apoſtolical Cenſtitutions quote the Sibyll I th 
thus: If the Gentiles laugh at us, and disbelieve 15 
our Scriptures, let ar leaſt their own Propheteſs or 
Sibylla oblige them to believe, who ſays thus to in 
them in expreſs Words: But when all things VU 
© ſhall be Soot and Aſhes, &c. as before, p. 67. 
— lf therefore this Propheteſs confeſſes the 
RNeſurrection, and does not deny the Reſtoration 
of all things, and diſtinguiſhes the Godly from 
the Ungodly, tis in vain for them to deny our 

Doctrine. 94 hf ot FP 
The Author of the Queſtionsand Anſwers to 
the Orthodox, among the Works of F-/tin, il (c] 
quotes this, or a parallel Place in Cement elſe - l 
where, but now loſt, in theſe Words: That the 
End of the preſent Conſtitution of things is that 
Judgment upon the Wicked which is to be by 
Fire, the Scriptures of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
affirm, as does alſo that of the Sibyll, according 
| to the Quotation of Clement in his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. Queſt: 74. p. 435, 436. 2 
ll. 54. Hermas brings in an Angel ſaying to him, Who 
do you think that ancient Woman was who gave 
you the little Book? I ſaid, The Sibyll. He re- 
plied, You are miſtaken, it is not ſhe. Whois dc 
+ then, Sir? ſaid I : He (ad, „ lix 
L | | lo 4 
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preſeryed in Clement of Alexandria, addreſſing him- 
ſelf thus to the Heathen: Take moreover into 


yll, how ſhe declarcs one God, and foretclls fu- 
ture Events.. 1 „ 
Fuſtin Martyr ſays thus in his Cohortation to 


1, and Ariſtophanes, and many others mention as 
one that delivered Oracles in Verſe, teaches you 


tations already noted, p. 2; 44, 52] And afterwards 


p. 124 ——129.] You may caſily learn the true 


ry near to the Doctrine of the Prophets. chem 
ſelves. Now they ſay that ſhe came from Baby- 


the Chaldæan Hiſtory z but that, on ſome Occaff- 


ſix Miles from Baie, the Place of the Campanian 
Baths, We our ſelves ſaw a certain Place, when 
we were in that City, where we found a vaſt 


O If It was a ſurprizing Sight, and well worthy of 
© If the higheſt Admiration. Here it was, according 
- to the Tradition of the Inhabirants, which' came 


f down to them from their Anceſtors, that ſhe de- 
livered her Oracles. They ſhewed us three Ci- 


the Greeks, Edit. Hutchins. F. 15. p. 79, 80, 8 f. It 
is neceſſary to put you in mind what it is that 
that very ancient Woman the Sibyll, whom Ple- 


in thoſe Oracles concerning only one God. Her 
Words are theſe. | Then follow three of his Quo- | 


Worſhip of God in part from the ancient Sibyll, 
who from a certain powerful Inſpiration teaches . 
you by her Oracles even ſuch things as ſcem ve- 


lon, and was the Daughter of Beroſus, who wrote 


on or other, ſhe came to Campania, and did there 
deliver her Oracles in a certain City called Cuma, 


great Room hewen out of one Rock of Stone: 


ſteras 


St. Paul himſelf is introduc'd in that very old Clem Sn. 
Book called *Knpuyua Iirps, as the Paſſage is VI. p.636. 


our Hands the Greek Books; conſider the Si- 


more largely, thus, [Cohortar. 5. 39, 40, 41, 42. P. 83-9 5 
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CW: 
ſterns hewen out of the ſame Stone, wherein, 
when they were filled with Water, they told ys 
that ſhe bathed; after which ſhe put on her Gar- 
ment, and went into the inmoſt Apartment of 
the whole Room, which itſelf alſo was hewen 
out of the ſame Stone; and that ſhe fat in the 
Middle of the Apartment on a high Seat or 
Throne, and in this Manner delivered her Ora- 
cles. Now there are many of the ſeveral ſorts of 

Writers, who make Mention of this Sibyll as of 

2 Propheteſs, even Plate himſelf in his Phedru:. 
Nay 1 believe that it was upon Plaro's lighting 
upon her Oracles, that . the Deliveren 
of Oracles the Character of Divine Perſons as 
finding the Events which ſhe had anciently fore- 
told to have been really fulfilled afterward. And 
on this Account it was, "that in that Diſcourſe 
which he wrote to Meno, he commended; the De- 
_ liverers'of Oracles in theſe Words: We may 
very well call thoſe whom we now name 6Gi- 
© vercof Oracler, Divine Prrſont, Thoſe alſo tha 
© are inſpired, that have an Enthuſiaſtick In- 
_ © perws, and are over-rul'd. by the Divinity, 
may be alſo called Divine; while they rightly 
«diſcover many and great things, without being 
_ © conſcious of what they ſay. This was. ſaid 
with a clear and open Reference to the Oracle: 
of the Sibyll. For it was not with her as with 
the Poets; who had the Ability of correcting 
their Poems after they were written, and of 
nicely poliſhing them to the Exactneſs of poc- 
tick Meaſures; but ſhe.compleated her Prophecies 
during the time of her Inſpiration; but when 
the Inſpiration was over, the Remembrance of 
what ſhe had ſaid was gone. And from hence 


it is, that the Sibylline Oracles de not W 
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all the Meaſures of Epick Verſes: For we our 
ſelves, when we were in that City, were ſhew- 
ed by thoſe that went about with us, and point- 
ed to us the ſeveral Places wherein ſhe deliver- 
ed her prophetick Verſes, that there was ſtill re- 
maining a Coffin made of Braſs, wherein her 
Reliques were preſerv'd. And among other 
things they inform'd us, that they had heard 
from their Anceſtors, that thoſe who receiv'd 
the Oracles from her, did often, through Un- 
skilfulneſs, make Miſtakes as to the Accuracy of 
the Numbers; and they affirm'd that this was 
the Occaſion why ſome of the Verſes were fo 
imperfe&: viz. that the Propheteſs her ſelf, af- 
ter the Impulſe aud Inſpiration was over, did not 
remember what ſhe had faid, and that the No- 
taries fell ſhort of the Accuracy of the Verſes 


on Account of their Unskilfulneſs. W herefore 


it is evident, that it was on this Account that 
Plato, when he had regard to theſe Oracles of the 
Sibyll, ſaid, as before, concerning ſuch Prophe- 
teſſes, I mean in this Paſſage, * While they right- 


© ly diſcover many and great things, without be- 


ing conſcious of what they ſay. But then, 


becauſe (I ſpeak it to you Greeks) the Buſineſe 


of true Religion is not placed in poetical Mea- 
fures, nor in that Learning which is in ſuch 
great LLſteem among you, let us now for the fu- 


ture lay aſide the Nicety of Meaſures and of Ex- 


preſſion ; and let us, without farther wrangling 
about thoſe things, attend to the things them- 
ſelves which ſhe ſays; and do you own how 
great the Advantages are which you may receive 
by her, when ſhe does ſo plainly and clearly fore- 


tell the Advent of our CO Jeſus Chriſt; who 


being 


TGF EY 
being that Word of God whoſe Power is undi- 
vided from him, took upon him that human 
Nature which was formed after the Image and 
Likeneſs of God, and recalled to our Mind that 
Religion which was planted among our early 
Progenitors; which the later Generations of 
Men derived from them, had forſaken, at the Sug- 
geſtion of the wicked Denion, and ſo had turn- 
ed them to the Worſhip of thoſe which were no 
Gods. —— If therefore, O you Grecians, you 
don't prefer ſome falſe Imagination about your fi- 
Etitious Gods before your own Salvation, be ad- 
viſed by this exceeding ancient Sibyll, whoſe 
Books have, by good Fortune, been preſerved: o- 
ver all the World, when ſhe inſtructs you from 
her powerful Inſpiration by her Oracles, that 
thoſe: that are called Gods are not ſo; but has 
inly and clearly foretold what concerns the 
then] future Advent of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the ſeveral things which were to be done by 
him. For this Knowledge will be a neceſſary 
Preparative to the Underſtanding of the Preditti - 
ons of the holy Prophets 
And iti his famous firſt Apology, Edit. Grab. 
8. 27. p. 38, 39. he has theſe Words, Moreover 
both Sibyll and Hyſtaſpes affirmed, that corrupti- 
ble things were to be eonſumed by Fire. See be- 
../ 52k v ͤ Cdhdt, 26 0 
And again, 5. 59: p. 87, 88. By the Power of 
wicked Demons it has come to paſs, that the 
'enalty of Death has been decreed againſt thoſe 
that read the Books of Hyſtaſpes or of Sibyll, or 
of the Prophets, that they might affright Men 
that light of them from the Knowledge of what 
is good; but may retain them in a State of Sla- 
| | very 


„ 


very to themſelves: which yet by 1a 6 they have 
not been able to . For we 1 only pro- 
cure thoſe Books for our own. 8 , but, 
deu. ſee, we offer them to your Co üderation al- 
271 ſenfible their Contents muff be agrecable to 
a - ET 
Athenggaras Legat. lays, Edit. De Chair. $. 26. 5. 
119, 120. The Sibyll of a wed Plato makes Men- 
Lion, ſays, © And then the tenth Generation of 
ind, c. p. 10, 11, pril. 
| "Theophilus of Antinch reckons the Sibyll among 
the Prophets for the Greeks, as he does thoſe in 
Scripture for the Fews, Ad Agtolyc. L. II. p. 88. 
And elſewhere he quates a famous Paſſage our „ 
of them, 1 this « Ir ec The Sihyll de- = — 
clared that Gonfuſion of Languages, when ſhe Y 
ins th the Punishment that woulg come upon 
World, in theſe Words S5 But when rhe 
© Threats of the Great Gad, &c. p. 10, 11, Print. 
And a little after, p. 112, 113, 114. when he 
ſers doyen at large the Proem, which indegd, fo 
far as x is extant, ſecms chiefly owing to this 
Citation, as not appesring in the ordinary MS8. 
of the Sibylline Sale e he prefaces 
to it in this manner; And beſides the Fewiſh 
Prophets, the Sibyll, who was a Propherels a- 
Y * pong the Greeks, and the other Gentile Nati- 
| © ons, in the very Beginning of her Prophecy up- 
f © hraids Mankind i int theſe Words; O mortal, car 
© gal and vile Men! Sc. P. 2, 3. fringes and after : 
all concludes; N oF it is plain that theſe things 
5 Ms Men. profitable, right, and amiable among 
And ſoon after,p. 116. he ſays, © Theſe Threats 
1 nings for the laſt Day, both Sibyll and the o- 
ther Prophet: delivered. a 
9 2 | — 
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| Clement of Alexandria, in his Protepticon, p. 17. 
when he had cited thoſe Verſes of the Sibyll in 
the Proeme, You walk in Pride and Madneſs, 


Sc. p. 4, J. pri, adds, This is the Advice 
© of the Proptietick, as well as Poetick Sibyll. 


And a little after he ſays, p. 14, 15, * I will pro- 


© duce the Propheteſs Sibylla to inform you: And 
then he cites thoſe Verſes, Which is not the 


© Interpreter of Phabus, &c. p. 52, 53. prits; 
and thoſe, * O Ii, the unfortunate Goddeſs, 
&c. p. 70, 71. priùs; and thoſe that follow al- 
moſt immediately, And thou Serapis, &c. p. 


72, 73. pri:s; and then adds, Bur if you will 


not hear the Propheteſs, &c. 
And a little after, p. 21. Whence came the 


Son of Gryllas to ſay ſo? Was it from that Pro- 


pheteſs of the Hebrews who gave this Oracle? 
For what Fleſh can behold, gc. p-. 2, 3. privs. 

And till later in the ſame Book, p. 22, 23. 
Let us therefore hear the Propheteſs, the firſt 


© Sibyll, chanting out her Song of Salvation. 
© Behold he is manifeſt to all, &c. p. 4, J. &c. 


pris: And then he adds, It was divinely done 


of her to reſemble Error to Darkneſs, and 


© the Knowledge of God to the Sun and the 
* Light. SET. 
The ſame Clement, in the firſt Book of his Stro- 
mata, gives us this Account of the Sibylls, p. 
131. Heraclitus ſays, That the Sibyll appear- 
ed to act not by a humane bur by a divine 


© Power. They farther ſay, that there is ſnew- 
© ed a certain Stone at Delphi, near the Senate- 
< houſe, upon which Stone it is reported that 
© the firſt Sibyll far, when ſhe was come from 


* Helicon, where ſhe had been brought up by the 


« Muſes. 


(16 
« Muſes. But ſome ſay that ſhe came from Ma- 
lea, and was the Daughter of Lamia by Sidon. 
Nay Serapion ſays in his Poem, that the Si- 
Abyll did not leave off delivering Oracles when 
' ſhe was dead; and that it is a Power derived 
from her that after her Deceaſe went into the 
Air; and became the Power of Divination by 
' Omens and Southſaying: That her Body was 


turned into Earth, and grew up, as you may 


ſuppoſe, into Herbs: And they write, That 
i all the brute Beaſts which are upon the Place, 
i and feed upon the ſame, do exactly foretel ſu- 
ture Events to Men by their Kntrails; while he 
( imagines that her Soul is that Face which ap- 
' pears in the Moon. And ſo much concerning 
i the Sibyll. See Pag. 89, 90, pris. | 

And in the ſame Book afterward, p. 139. Nor, 2. 
i fays he, was Moſes alone ancienter than Orpheus, 
but even the Sibyll was ſo. The Reports, which 
bare not a few, contain things alſo coneerning 
her Denomination, and concerning thoſe Ora- 
' cles which are aſcribed to her; that ſhe was of 
' Phrygia, and was called Diana; and that when 
ſhe came to Delphi ſhe chanted theſe Verſes, 
O Delphi, the Worſhipers of potent Apollo! 
Jam come to deliver you the Oracles of the 
great Jupiter, as being angry with my near 
Relation Apollo. There is alſo another Sibyll 
called Herophile; both of whom are made men- 
tion of by Heraclides Ponticus, in his Book of 
Oracles. I omit the Egyptian, and the Italian; 
i which laſt inhabited the Carmental at Rome; 
whoſe Son was Evander, he that built rhe Tem- 
i ple of Pan, which was called Lupercal. 


And 


1 px Heaven. 


(102) 


And afterward in the ſame Book, p. 144. h 
ſays, With the whole Multitude of the Sibylls| 


the Samian, the Colophonian, the Cumæan, th * 
© Erythrean, &c. __ "th 
JTiertullian ſays thus of the Sibyll; Ad Natl v 
J. II. c. 12. f. 7 76. The Siby ll was ancientdÞ, th 
© than all the Heathen Learning; that ve ob F 
mean, who, as a true Propheteſs, forctold rei x) 
Events; and whoſe Words you have put int 
the Mouths of your Prophets for the Dæ mom 11 
4 This Woman declares the Stock and Acts hall 


Saturn in Hexameter Verſe, to this Purpoſe 
© In the Tanth Generation of Men, after tb 
Deluge, which happened to their Porefather 
< reigned Saturn, aud Titan. and Fampetus, 7 
< petus] the moſt potent Sans of the Earth ar 


Note, That the Teſtimonies of Origen, Lacta 
tius, and Conſtantine che Emperar, have been al 
ready conſidered, and need not be here ſet dowi 
Theſe genuine ones of Euſebius are no more thi 
his ſetting down that eut of Joſephus, and or 
out of Clement of Alexandris : For as for that ; 
Canſtantine's already mentioned, which fo mar 
aſcribe ro Euſebius, it no other way belongs 
him than the other Parts of the Emperor's W. 
tings which occur in his Hiſtory; or chan an 
ether Oration occurring in any ether Hiſto! 
belongs to the Hiſtorian whe ſets.it down. 
Note alſo, Thar theſe few Sibylline Verle$ 
Moted by Latantivs, 2 in our preſei 
Copies; and that no other Verſes cited by thi 
ancient Authors that could well belong to tl 
genuine Sibylls, ſeem ta be wholly wanting 
even in our preſent Copies 
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When the Fire comes, there ſhall be Darkneſs . 


in the black Night. 
KAuvres che lr (pores, & give dog apter, C. 24. 


Hear me, O ye Mortals, The Eternal King 
ſhall reign. -” 
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